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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2022 

Even though we’re almost at the end of what has been a very long term, there has certainly 

been no sense of ‘winding down’ or an easing in the pace of learning here at school. We’re 

currently in the middle of our second ‘Enrichment Week’ which is based around the topic 

of ‘Conservation Crusaders’. The whole school has been enjoying a variety of enriching 

activities such as a visiting theatre group who performed ‘Robin Hood Rescues the Forest’, 

trips to the Benacre Farm Estate and Carlton Marshes where the children were engaged in 

pond dipping, bug hunting, and nature walks, as well as school based activities all focussed 

around the themes of conservation, sustainability and the environment. 

Our Enrichment Weeks form part of our school’s COVID Catch-Up strategy, designed to 

help all our children make up for the many months of lost learning. We have invested in 

additional staff to run specific academic intervention programmes, alongside nurture, well-

being and speech and language support; every child has been given full access to the Active 

Learn online resource where they can engage with a variety of activities at home; and of 

course, our Enrichment Weeks which are designed to provide children with the kinds of 

experiences that they missed out on while we were all stuck at home. 

With two thirds of the academic year already gone, our children are showing clear signs of 

accelerated progress. Our overriding focus remains on making up for lost time and ensuring 

that we all continue to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE to the very best of our ability. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful Easter break. 

 



Maple Nursery: This half term the children in the 

Maple nursery have been excellent Woods Loke 

learners. All the children have made great progress 

with their learning development. We have been 

practicing our mark making skills and some of the 

children have been forming the letters of their 

names. We have all been working on our counting and 

recognition of numbers 1-5.  
The children in the Maple nursery have continued to enjoy our nature days, particularly the 

joint nature days with the Willow nursery. We have explored different themes such as 

caterpillars, where the children enjoyed looking for leaves with holes in them to find evidence 

of caterpillars and we even found a caterpillar hiding on a leaf.  

Our book this half term has been ‘Hairy McClary’. The children have loved reading it as a group 

with their teacher and also retelling it to their friends. ‘Hairy McClary’ has also brought about 

lots of conversations with the children about their pets at home, particularly memories of 

walking their own dogs.  

Willow Nursery: Willow nursery have had a fantastic half term. We have continued with phase 

2 phonics and have been practicing our skills of segmenting and blending. The children have 

developed their interest in writing and it has been lovely to see this progress. We have been 

practicing subitising in our maths and we have been very impressed with this. Our story for 

this half term was ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We have learnt lots 

of interesting facts about butterflies and caterpillars. We have had 

real caterpillars in nursery which we have been observing and are 

still looking forward to seeing them hatch as butterflies. We have 

produced story maps, pictures and patterns based on this story. We 

have enjoyed nature walks to look for signs of Spring and we have 

collected leaves, sticks and natural objects to make art work with.  

The children have been busy planting seeds in the nursery 

garden and have noticed that these have started to grow. The 

children have also been enjoying our new balance bikes, 

developing their balancing skills and co-ordination. The children 

have been working together to create their own obstacle 

courses too.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



 

One exciting interest this half term was rock bands and drums. 

The children made their own instruments, performed in our 

outdoor theatre and played the drums and piano in the school hall. 

We were then lucky to have a drummer visit us in school and 

perform to us which was very exciting. Other interests this half 

term have included campfire role play where we then sat around a 

real campfire enjoying hot chocolate! Children have made boats 

with large boxes, made their own chocolates by melting chocolate 

and have enjoyed making their own role play costumes. The 

Greatest Showman has proved popular with the children and we have been enjoying role playing 

this by making our own circus and costumes. 

This half term the children in Reception have been fantastic Woods Loke Learners. We have 

continued to develop our phase 3 phonics knowledge and we have been practising writing 

sentences using words that include digraphs and trigraphs which we can read to others! We 

are all very proud of how the children are using their phonic knowledge to segment and blend 

the words when reading and writing. In maths, we have been very busy learning about number 

bonds to 10, addition, subtraction, patterns, tangrams, time and measuring. 
We have continued to enjoy our Nature Days and have learnt about 

mountains, moss, rain, rainbows, rocks and beans. The children went on a 

search for mountains, discovered lots of different varieties of moss and 

lichens in our outdoor areas, made rain gauges, painted rocks and planted 

their own beans.  

This half term our focus book was ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and the 

children have had great fun retelling the story with the puppets they 

created and making puppet theatres. Our art 

focus was ‘The Field’ by Anthony Gormley, we were 

very lucky to have Mrs Chong come in to help us to 

create our very own Woods Loke version of the 

sculptures, which all looked amazing! The children 

have also enjoyed designing and creating models in 

the woodwork area, learning in the outdoor areas with our new resources, 

making their own books and creating their own costumes for their role play. 

Some children have also enjoyed learning to ride bikes around the 

playground, demonstrating good co-ordination to steer and balance. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Another busy term over and, despite the dreaded germs causing absences, there has been so 

much learning and activity going on.   
Year One have been learning all about Dinosaurs, always a popular topic and the knowledge the 

children have is impressive. We have learnt about the features of non-chronological reports 

and then researched information and presented it in reports. The children have written their 

own stories based on the book ‘Harry and His Bucketful of Dinosaurs’ which had some creative 

adaptions. After thinking about the requirements of a habitat, the children applied DT skills 

to plan and create 3D Dino habitats in a box with fabulous results. 

Spring has also been a focus on learning to name and identify plants. 

We then went on observational walks around the school grounds to see 

what we could find. Children were able to apply their knowledge, plant 

and tree spotting on our great trip to Benacre Estate which was part 

of our school enrichment week with an environmental theme. A really 

big thank you to Benacre Estate who not only welcomed us to the farm, 

but also paid for the transport as they are keen for all to appreciate 

and enjoy the countryside.   

As mentioned in our last newsletter the reading areas have become an 

establish part of the classrooms and especially the fantastic addition 

to Mrs Howards room! 

Year 2 started their term’s learning journey with 

an Aboriginal workshop as part of their Australia 

topic. Dance, music and face paints were just 

part of the session. They have explored the 

history and culture, developing some beautiful 

art work in the aboriginal style.  Year Two have also been applying DT and 

design skills by creating their own clothes for Traction Man, who is the 

character in their stimulus book. In order to do this, they first explored 

the properties of materials in order to choose suitable ones for the job.  Extensive stories 

about Traction Man were also written with impressive writing stamina being shown by many.  

The big finale to their term as part of Environment week was also a trip. This time to Carlton 

Marshes on the last day of term. So it has yet to take place when this goes to press, but there 

is great excitement and anticipation! 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Year 3 have been focusing on rainforests for this half term. They learnt about where 

rainforests are in the world and improved their skills in using atlases to gather information 

about countries and regions. When looking at what is in the rainforest, Year 3 studied the 

different layers of the forests and how each one can be its own habitat. They also looked at 

the different animals that live in the various tropical forests throughout the world. 

The enrichment week of the last week of term has 

been focused on ‘Conservation Crusaders’. This has 

been perfect for Year 3 to finish off their topic. The 

week kicked off with a play all about the environment 

and deforestation; Robin Hood needed to save the 

forest from Prince John who wanted to destroy it!  

Year 3 have linked their topic learning to their writing 

by learning about persuasive texts, persuading 

someone to visit the rainforest, and poetry based on using their senses in the rainforest. 

Year 4 have been focusing on the topic of chocolate which linked to their focus book for the 

half term, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. Before looking at chocolate in detail, Year 4 

studied their science block of States of Matter. This gave the children the background 

knowledge of melting and solidifying, key processes in chocolate production, as well as 

knowledge of the water cycle, helping them understand what is needed to grow the cacao tree. 

The children looked in detail at the cacao growing regions of the world, studying climate and 

climate zones. They even linked their previous topic’s learning of ‘Adventure’ back to the 

trading of cacao and how history of the cacao trade changed and sometimes involved slavery.  

Once Year 4 understood the process involved with chocolate growing and processing, they were 

able to write an explanation text on how a chocolate bar is brought from farm to folk. In 

addition, they looked at explaining how sugar is produced, a key ingredient in a delicious bar of 

chocolate.  

Year 4 have also used the enrichment week to kick start their new half term’s topic, Save Our 

Planet. Monday’s play was a great hook into the week and a live video call with a member of the 

World Wildlife Fund and an Eco journalist has directed the children, letting them steer the 

topic onto subjects that matter the most to them.    

We do have several trips planned for the summer term for Years 3 and 4, so watch this space…  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have been dancing through the decades this half term! As a topic studying Britain 

since 1948, we have looked at how the end of WWII changed our country. In particular, our 

work has included a focus on what life was like between 1950 and 2000. 

Each of the decades has been a focus for our History, Art, 

Design/Technology, Music, Computing and English lessons. 

Pupils have directed their learning, choosing from themes 

such as famous people, famous events, fashion, music, 

technology, toys/games, food and homes to research what 

life was like during these decades. As a result of their 

research, the children in Years 5 and 6 have produced excellent pieces of work including 

information texts, adverts and art work linked to the topic. As each of the decades were 

studied, music from these years could be heard in 

our classes! Many of the pupils were surprised at 

how many songs they had heard before! 

Hearing the music played from each decade has 

been the inspiration behind our Decades finale! To 

celebrate the end of our topic, Years 5/6 took 

part in a Decades Extravaganza. Each class was given a decade to work with. The pupils and 

staff dressed in clothes from their decade and performed songs in a special concert. This was 

an awesome end to one of our favourite topics! 

 

As we head towards the Easter break, the 

pupils in Years 5 and 6 are studying for the John Muir Award, an opportunity to research the 

local and school environment in a bid to preserve natural habitats for wildlife and us to enjoy. 

We are looking at how we can protect the school meadow, rose garden, fields and pond area 

for future generations. We will develop an understanding of local projects at Carlton Marshes 

and the Gull Wing Bridge Development to see how they are looking at sustainability. We will 

present our campaigns to our Twin Classes and the John Muir Trust to see if we have been 

successful for our award… 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



What a busy term this has been! Skittleball, Cross Country, Kwik Cricket and a ‘This Girl Can’ 

festival are just some of the PE highlights. 

Kwik Cricket: The Year 3 Kwik Cricket 

tournament took place in March at Denes 

High School. The children took part in a 

fielding challenge at the beginning of the 

event, with points being awarded for good 

skills and team work. The children then 

competed against six other team across the rest of the afternoon. They did extremely well in 

both the warm up and during the competitive matches meaning we were the overall Kwik Cricket 

Champions!! 

Skittleball: Year 3 also attended a Skittleball tournament in April, again at Denes High School. 

Mr Hunt reported that, “the children showed some fantastic passing and receiving skills which 

they utilised well in order to work together as a team. The skills they had built up over the 

six-week unit on Skittleball in their PE lessons definitely paid off. Well done to both teams 

and congratulations to our A team on becoming champions!”. 

Cross Country: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in a Cross Country event at Saint Felix School in 

Reydon. Well done to all the children that took part in one of the toughest tournaments of the 

year. A special mention has to go to Megan in Year 5 and Harry in Year 6 who both had great 

individual results. Megan finished 1st in her event (by some distance!) and Harry finished 2nd. 

Super results all round.  

‘This Girl Can’ festival: Year 5 and 6 children 

took part in a “This Girl Can” festival at the 

Lowestoft Sports Centre. The children took 

part in many activities including: Dance, 

Handball, Orienteering, and Cricket. All the 

children had a fantastic day and learned many new skills. Well done to all the girls involved. 

We are also delighted to announce the creation of a Sports Council. The representatives from 

each class have been voted for and roles and responsibilities have been shared with them. They 

will be involved in helping run activities at lunch time, supporting Mr Hunt during PE lessons 

and supporting teams training for future tournaments. We look forward to working with the 

Sports Council to improve Sport and PE in our school. (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



The book sale raised an amazing £175, as mentioned, half 

of the money will be donated to EACH our chosen charity 

and the other half will be used to enhance our school. 

Thank you so much for coming and supporting us, as 

Amber Hunt said ‘I enjoyed selling the books because it 

was wonderful seeing all those books getting sold to 

grown-ups and children!’  
In other news, JJ Dodimead had these words ‘School 

council would still like to encourage healthy eating during morning playtime, so we are going to 

introduce FRUIT FRIDAY! We would like the whole school to commit to bringing in healthy 

fruit every Friday, so please, please no crisps or chocolate bars, we can do this!!!!!!!! Let’s all 

work together to have a great healthy day.’ 

Ruby Johnson has been thinking about the Summer term ‘I’m looking forward to meeting the 

Governors for our rescheduled afternoon tea, as it will give us the chance to meet and talk 

with the Governors and which subjects they have a particular interest in.’ Marlena New said 

during our Monday meeting ‘I think the next fundraiser MUST be a cake sale!’ So thank you 

Marlena, we all thought that was a great idea, we will let everyone know when that will be taking 

place. (Mrs. Barratt) 

Before the children return for the Summer term, we would like to take this opportunity to 

politely remind all parents about our expectations around school uniform: 
 All pupils should be in navy trousers or dresses/skirts, pale blue polo shirts and navy 

sweatshirts, navy socks and black school shoes. Summer dresses will be allowed for the 

Summer term but must be navy and white checked dresses only, not playsuits  

 Our policy states that hair should not be extreme in style or colour – this includes 

brightly dyed hair and shaved lines and patterns 

 PE kits must consist of navy shorts/jogging trousers and navy PE shirts 

Also, we have an increasing number of children coming to school in trainers, which is not part 

of our dress code, and wearing incorrect uniform. We do not expect pupils to have all their 

uniform with logos, but do expect them to be of the correct colour and style.  

If you have any questions regarding uniform, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff. 

 This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 

 
 


