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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2022 

This newsletter marks the halfway point of the academic year and I’m delighted to say 

that it’s been a much more ‘normal’ year than perhaps we were anticipating back in 

September. We’ve been very fortunate that only a small proportion of our children have 

missed school due to COVID and we haven’t had to send classes home, close year groups, 

or do anything to prevent our children from continuing to learn every day. As I’ve mentioned 

previously, our staff have not been so lucky and we have had to cope with a high degree of 

staff absences. However, we have been able to cover these absences ‘in house’ thanks, in 

no small part, to the flexibility, goodwill, and dedication of our fantastic teachers and 

support staff. Hopefully, the worst is behind us now and we can look forward to the second 

half of the year with increased optimism.  

As usual, there has been lots going on in school this half term, including the addition of a 

beautiful new mural in our dining hall, featuring our own Woods Loke Learner characters, 

as shown below. We’re hoping that it won’t be long until we can welcome visitors again and 

you can come in and see the mural in all its glory. 

In the meantime, I hope you all have a safe and happy half term break and I look forward 

to seeing you all again as we continue to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into the second 

half of the year. 

 



In Willow Nursery we have started phase 2 phonics. The children have enjoyed learning a new 

phoneme each week and we are very impressed at how well they can identify these already. 

We have been practicing segmenting and blending through lots of robot talk and the children 

enjoy singing songs to support their phonics. In maths, we have been focussing a lot on 

repeating patterns and subitising. The children have worked in different ways to create their 

own patterns which we have been very impressed with.  

We have enjoyed going to the school field weekly and have noticed lots 

of signs of winter. The children particularly enjoyed learning a new game 

called ‘stuck in the mud’ and participating in races for Chinese New Year. 

A popular aspect of the nature shelf this half 

term was learning about mud and of course they 

wanted to get stuck in and enjoyed every messy 

aspect of it! 

London has been a big interest this half term 

with children building Big Ben, The Tower bridge and the London Eye. 

Ice has also been popular with all the cold weather we have had. The 

children have embraced this and loved searching for ice in their 

playground as well as making their own ice and even ice lanterns.  

This half term in Maple Nursery the children have enjoyed learning 

about ice. We have looked at ice that has formed naturally outside and 

also explored how we can make ice in the freezer. The children 

particularly enjoyed exploring the ice that we found in our water tray 

outside, which allowed the children to see and investigate the 

different layers. We have also been lucky enough to enjoy lots of 

frosty walks on the field during our Nature 

Days. We have looked at different signs of 

winter and talked about what happens to 

plants and animals over the winter time. A topic we have covered is 

hibernation, the children learnt about the different animals that 

hibernate and where they hibernate. The children also learnt about 

birds, they made bird feeders for them and hung them on the trees 

on the field. When we went back to check them the children were 

excited to find the birds had eaten the food!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



The children have also enjoyed lots of different baking activities 

this half term. The children have made rocky road, cupcakes, 

chocolate brownies and shortbread to name a few.  

We have been learning lots of new songs this half term since we 

started attending Mr Sparks singing assembly on a Tuesday 

afternoon. The children then return to the nursery after the 

assembly and teach their friends the songs 

that they have learnt.  

The children are really enjoying accessing our 

outdoor area, exploring different ranges of 

movement, playing on the bikes and scooters and 

exploring the mud kitchen. They are also really 

enjoying going on an adventure to play in the 

Willow Nursery garden with their children and 

exploring their area.  

The Reception children have had a very busy half term. We have been learning 

our phase 3 phonics which have included digraphs and trigraphs. We are all 

very proud of how the children are using their phonic knowledge to segment 

and blend the words when reading and writing and we have seen some 

fantastic writing being produced. In maths, we have been very busy learning 

about number bonds to 10, addition, subtraction, doubling and pairs. We have 

also investigated measuring length, height, time, weight and capacity. 

 We have continued to enjoy our Nature Days and have focussed on stars, 

the northern lights, the moon, mud and worms. We have particularly enjoyed 

painting with mud and digging for worms, who we created a wormery for!  

This half term our focus book was ‘Whatever Next!’ 

and the children have had great fun using the props 

to re-enact the story and they created some 

wonderful story maps. Our art focus was ‘The 

Starry Night Sky’ by Vincent Van Gogh and some lovely transient art 

pictures have been created too!  

In our continuous provision the children have been creating some amazing alien junk models, 

snow globes and robots. We have also been using the woodwork bench to create our models. 

Superhero, Frozen, shark and unicorn costumes have been aplenty too!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



This half term, both year groups have been busy as always. The theme in Year 1 has been 

Winter. We have found out about the weather, making our own rain gauges and wind socks. The 

children then worked together to take daily weather recordings. We also learned about hot 

and cold countries and where they might be situated on a 

globe, and thought about different clothing for these 

places. There was more great collaborative work making a 

display of winter clothes. Our investigating clothing was 

inspired by learning about Robert Scott and his 

expeditions to Antarctica. All off these different areas 

have resulted in some lovely writing from the children as 

well as interesting discussions. The children also worked 

together to create audio books. They combined using 

musical instruments for sound effects with retelling the 

story of ‘The Snowman and The Snowdog’. In Maths we 

have been looking at place value and recognising the value 

of a digit depending on its position. 
Year 2 have been joined by two very cute new members of 

2SB in their reading corner. There will be a very exciting 

development in 2LH ‘s reading corner after half term! The 

children have been just as busy as Year 1 with a theme 

based on alternative versions of traditional tales. They have been using ‘The True Story of the 

Three Little Pigs’ as a stimulus for a variety of text types such as retelling different versions 

of the story from different viewpoints. They also linked this to poetry writing using 

alliteration. In science they looked at Al’s burger from the story and learnt about why it might 

or might not be healthy! In Maths they have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes, symmetry, 

data recording as well as applying their maths to problem solving. 

Year 2 have also been working with our visiting music 

teacher. They have had a lot of fun playing the ukulele and 

also developing pulse and rhythm with drum sticks.  Next 

half term it will be year 1’s turn to enjoy this experience. 

Next half term we are looking forward to an Aboriginal 

dance workshop with Year 2 and exploring Dinosaurs with 

Year 1. Wishing you all an enjoyable half term.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



2022 has got off to a great start with all classes in Years 3 and 4 setting their sights around 

the world. Year 3 have been linking all their learning to India, while Year 4 have studied famous 

explorers and adventurers! 

With Year 3 using India as their inspiration, the children looked at the different stories that 

are passed through Indian culture. The Hindu tale of Rama and Sita as well as the Monkey’s 

Heart were used to change into play scripts. Once they had learnt about plays and how scripts 

are presented they then had the opportunity to perform these stories in small groups.  

Year 3 then moved their learning on India towards what it is like as a country and all of the 

wonderful things that can be seen there. They used their knowledge about the country and 

their learning of how to present a balanced 

argument to debate whether or not India 

being ruled as part of the British Empire was 

positive. 

To top off their India topic, Year 3 have been 

working with our 

specialist dance 

teacher. They have created wonderful traditional Indian dances. 

In addition, it would not be a topic on India without a chance to 

sample the wonderful food the country has to offer. The children 

loved trying bhajis, samosas, papadams and different chutneys.  

Year 4 kicked off the new year by learning all about different explorers. The children studied 

how these different people influenced how we perceive our planet and paved the way for 

change in our society through trade, expansion of territories, inspiring others as well as 

challenging gender stereotypes. They first looked at how the tales of Marco Polo’s adventures 

inspired the exploration of Christopher Columbus, leading to the western discovery of the 

Americas. Then they focused on the famous aviator, Amelia Earhart showing the children that 

anyone can go on an adventure and break records, no matter what your gender or upbringing. 

The children then used this knowledge to produce biographies on their studied adventurers.  

With all this talk of exploration, Year 4 then went onto producing their own stories of 

adventure. They then built on their skills retelling the adventures from the two picture books 

‘Journey’ and ‘Quest’, by Aaron Becker, focusing on adding detailed description to their writing. 

Finally, they wrote their own adventure story, using all the skills they had developed this term.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have travelled back in time to meet ‘The Tudors’ and the children have enjoyed 

finding out about what life was like in the past. They have found out the differences between 

how the rich and poor lived and the effect Henry VIII’s reign had on our country. They have 

carried out research about Henry VIII himself, including the outcomes for his many wives! 

Children also learned about Tudor childhood, homes, crime and punishment and exploration. In 

this part of the topic, we focused on Sir Francis Drake and gained an insight into life on board 

a Tudor ship. No-one had to walk the plank though! Our topic culminated in a live chat with an 

archaeologist, who showed Tudor pottery and weapons from a dig. The children were 

interested to learn about the job of an archaeologist in helping to understand time periods 

such as the Tudors. The event allowed us to time travel and understand the medicines, 

illnesses, food and drink available. There was an opportunity for the children to ask any 

remaining questions about our topic too. 
All our Design and Technology lessons have been linked 

to our Tudors topic, with the pupils developing their 

sewing skills to design and produce a Tudor money 

pouch complete with a belt loop! We talked about 

making the product functional - ensuring our stitches 

were close together to avoid losing our precious 

money, jewellery or valuables. It was such a hive 

of activity in each of the classes during these 

sessions, the pupils had a real ‘never give up’ 

attitude when threading the needles and tying 

the knots!  

In Year 5, the children have also studied 

‘Macbeth’ and developed a great understanding of the Tudor author ‘Shakespeare.’ There were 

many opportunities to take an acting role as the children studied playscripts and then had the 

chance to write their own playscripts. There were many wonderful props which were made for 

their plays too! 

Year 6 have had an awesome series of art lessons with Mrs Gamble, our visiting teacher from 

Benjamin Britten High School. They started a unit of work about surrealist art, before having 

an opportunity to create Tudor tiles using Tudor patterns and clay. The children have really 

enjoyed these sessions, gained confidence in their artistic abilities and been proud to see their 

achievements this half term. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Reception Ball Skills – The children have developed fundamental ball skills such as throwing 

and catching, rolling a ball, using targets, dribbling with feet, kicking a ball, bouncing and 

catching a ball. As well as this they have developed their fine and gross motor skills though a 

range of game play with balls.  

Year 1 Ball Skills - The children have been exploring fundamental ball skills such as throwing 

and catching, rolling, hitting a target, dribbling with both hands and feet and kicking a ball.  

The children have had the opportunity to work independently, in pairs and small groups over 

the last 6 weeks.  The children have explored their own ideas in response to tasks and tried 

to complete these with the correct technique. 

Year 2 Gymnastics – The children have learnt to explore and 

develop basic gymnastic actions on the floor and using 

apparatus. They have developed the gymnastic skills of 

jumping, rolling, balancing and travelling individually and in 

combination to create short sequences and movement phrases. 

Pupils developed an awareness of compositional devices when 

creating sequences to include the use of shapes, levels and 

directions. They learnt to work safely with and around others and whilst using apparatus.  

Year 3 Dance - This half term year 

3's topic has been India. In dance, 

they have been learning an Indian 

dance. They have learnt a range of 

dance moves and have learnt to keep 

them in time with the music. Year 3 

really enjoyed their final 

performances of their dance. 

Year 4 Basketball – The children have been encouraged to persevere when developing 

competencies in key skills and principles such as defending, attacking, throwing, catching and 

dribbling. The children have learnt to use attacking skills to maintain possession of the ball. 

We have talked about the importance of playing fairly and to the rules. They have been 

encouraged to think about how to use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit their opposition 

as well as learn how to evaluate their own and others’ performances. 

Year 5/6 Table Tennis – The children have been learning a new sport which isn’t usually taught 

in primary schools. They have been given the basic knowledge and understanding of how to play 

Table Tennis. This has included different types of shots from forehand/backhand push, 

forehand/backhand smash, spin shots and serving. The children have built up all of these skills 

over the last 5 weeks and have now put this into game situations playing singles and doubles 

matches. 

 
 



Every Monday, school council chat about how to make the 

school better, with Cody the school council secretary 

writing down the minutes and action points. The minutes of 

the meeting are then posted on the School council board 

for everyone to see. 
School Council will be 

giving certificates out at 

the end of the week. 

They are for the people that have eaten the healthiest 

snacks by Friday. To do this, the School Council will be noting 

down who has eaten the most fruit and vegetables that week.  

Thank you for the books we have received but we need lots more to get the book sale up and 

running. Every Wednesday afternoon, our School Link team have been visiting early years and 

year 1 every week to engage in class activities, asking them for ideas and being brilliant Woods 

Loke role models. (Written by Madison Chase, Cody Knock, JJ Dodimead, Nicky Ball) 

 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


