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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – MAY 2022 

The first half of the summer term is always the shortest half term of the year but, as 

usual, we seem to have packed in so much in such a short space of time. As well as all our 

regular exciting and creative learning activities, which you can read all about in this very 

newsletter, our Year 2 and Year 6 children have taken their SATs, we’ve had school trips, 

sports days, and of course, we had a visit from Ofsted at the beginning of May!  

We are still waiting for the final report to be published but I know that our children and 

our staff did themselves proud throughout the two days. Equally, our parents were 

overwhelmingly supportive and we would like to once again thank all of you for taking the 

time to leave positive comments. Your support, as ever, is greatly valued and appreciated. 

With regards to the Year 2 and Year 6 SATs, I’m pleased to report that they all went very 

smoothly with no stress or worry in sight. All our children were well prepared and able to 

do their very best without becoming over anxious – we can now look forward to the results… 

Next half term, of course, is the last one of the academic year and there is plenty to pack 

in. Alongside more sports days, school trips, parent share afternoons, reports, transition 

activities, and our final whole school enrichment week, there will all the usual fantastic 

learning opportunities that make our school such an exciting place to be. 

I hope everybody has a peaceful and restful half term and that you all enjoy the Queen’s 

Jubilee celebrations, and we look forward to seeing you all return refreshed and ready to 

LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE all the way to the end of the academic year. 

 

 

Back in April 2019, our newsletter had a big feature on the School Council’s ‘Be Fond of 

Our Pond’ campaign. I’m delighted to say that, 3 years later, the children’s vision for a 

revamped pond and nature space has come to fruition, as these lovely photos demonstrate… 



This half term the children in the Maple nursery have been amazing Woods 

Loke Learners, we have been working really hard on our phase one phonics and 

our number recognition. The children have also been working really hard on 

hitting their curriculum goals. We have welcomed 5 new fish in the nursery 

this half term, the children have loved choosing names for them, the final 

names chosen by the children are Strawberry, Muffin, Quack, Fishywishy and 

Monkey. The fish are a great learning experience for the children as they get 

to learn about life cycles, caring for animals and lots of different facts about 

fish. The children have learnt that they need to be very gentle around the 

fish tank and not tap on the glass as it will frighten them. The children have 

been very curious learners.  

This half term the children have had a keen interest in 

the story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, the children have all 

loved having Jack's beanstalk in the nursery! The 

children also made a puppet theatre and using the 

characters and props from the Jack in the Beanstalk 

story made their own puppet shows and retold the story. 

The children are currently growing their own beanstalks, 

each child designed their own castle and we are 

currently watching excitedly to see if the children’s beanstalks will grow as tall as their castle.  

Our nature table has also been a big focus for the children this half term, we have been 

learning about seeds, flowers, nests and eggs, sunshine and shadows. The children have 

particularly enjoyed learning about flowers, they loved our nature walk where they were able 

to pick flowers and natural objects that they found and stuck them on their picture.  

The children in Willow nursery have been working very hard this half term. We have continued 

to learn phase 2 phonics and have been learning even more phonemes which they are 

remembering very well. More children are developing their writing skills and it has been so 

lovely to see their progression so far. In maths, we have been working on 

number bonds to 5, recognising numbers as well as carrying out lots of 

spatial reasoning activities. 
Our nature shelf has had a large focus on seeds, flowers and bees this 

half term. These are subjects they have really enjoyed so we have spent 

time focussing on these. We have been learning about how bees pollinate 

and how they make honey. We even tried some honey on toast and the 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 

 



children all agreed it was yummy! We have been looking after and observing our plants growing 

in our garden and finding different flowers around the nursery and on our nature walk. Our 

focus story has been ‘Jasper’s beanstalk’ which has led on to ‘Jack and the 

beanstalk’ and the children planting and taking home their own bean plant.  
The children have been very interested in a range of role play this half 

term. We have had a role play bakery, a role play dentist and role play 

boats outside. The children have initiated the ideas and helped to create 

these. The children have enjoyed making potions outside and recipes in 

the mud kitchen. We have had lots of children making story maps and we 

have been learning about oral hygiene and how we care for our teeth.  

This half term the children in Reception have been amazing Woods Loke Learners!  We have 

started phase 4 phonics where we are consolidating all of the phonic knowledge we have gained 

so far. We have been learning all about initial letter blends and we have been practising and 

working really hard on our segmenting and blending when we are reading and writing! In Maths, 

we have been very busy learning numbers beyond 10. We have continued to develop our addition 

and subtraction knowledge and learnt about spatial reasoning, which included patterns, 

tangrams and position. 

We have continued to enjoy our Nature Days and we have learnt 

about butterflies, ladybirds, frogs and seeds. The children 

have loved planting fruit and vegetables in our vegetable 

patches and exploring the seasonal changes on our nature walk.  

This half term our focus book was ‘Norman the Slug with the Silly Shell’ and the children have 

enjoyed retelling this story. We have listened to ‘The Firebird Suite’ by Stravinsky and our 

art focus was ‘The Great Wave off Kanagawa’ by Hokusai. 

The children have continued to work hard on their curriculum goals and 

we have seen amazing obstacle courses and ball games being created, 

woodwork models being designed and made and children practising riding 

2 wheeled bikes. The children have also shown a real interest in puppet 

theatres, they have 

made fantastic hand 

puppets, stick puppets 

and finger puppets. 

The children rehearsed their shows and then 

performed them to their class!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Although this has been a short half term, it’s been very busy with lots of activities and learning.  
Year Two have been very focused Woods Loke Learners and have 

completed all of their Year 2 assessments which help inform their 

teacher judgements of their learning and their next steps. All the 

children impressed us with their concentration. As well as this they have 

had a lot of fun developing their art skills working with our specialist art 

teacher. The focus of this work has been the stimulus picture ‘Tiger in 

the Jungle’ by Heni Rousseau. The children used a viewfinder to focus on 

a section and then recreated it using pencils, they then printed it using 

rollers and finally added texture (tissue paper) on top. The results were 

impressive. Also in History they have been finding out what it was like 

when their grandparents were little. They have looked at toys from the past, ways they 

communicated and technology changes, as well as what children did outside of school. They 

wrote questions to ask special visitors about life when they were little. Year 2 will be continuing 

this topic after half term including an exciting visit to the Transport Museum 

Year One have been equally as busy with a few weeks packed with visits and visitors. Our topics 

have been based around the story of St George and the Dragon and Super Heroes (both real 

life and fictional). They have been very imaginative creating their own superhero characters. 

We wrote fact files about them and made 3D moving pop up puppets as a DT project.  

 Our focus on real life heroes was on the significant historical figure Florence Nightingale. 

The trip to the museum to meet Florence in person was both enjoyable and informative as it 

was interactive for the children and they were able to handle lots of artefacts from the time. 

We also had a visit from Mrs Norman our SENCO, who out of school is part of the team of 

heroes who man the local RNLI lifeboat. She explained about their role, showing us some of 

the equipment used, as well as teaching us water 

safety. In addition to this we had a visit from One 

Life Suffolk to add to our Science and PHSE learning 

about bodies and keeping healthy.  

We are looking forward to our final equally busy half 

term, when we will be starting to look forward and 

prepare the children for their transition to the next 

step of their learning journey 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



This half term has been a short one, yet the children have managed to pack in lots of learning. 

Year 3 have been getting to grips with evacuation in World War 2 and Year 4 have been 

studying ways to save our planet.  
All of Year 3’s learning was underpinned by finding 

out about what it was like to be an evacuee in the 

Second World War. They learnt why children were 

evacuated, where the children went and what the 

experience was like. Using this immersion and 

information, the children wrote diary entries and 

letters imagining they have been evacuated.  

To top off their topic, Y3 have had a fantastic World War Two day. In 

the morning they learnt how to jive, cook an authentic wartime recipe 

and grow their own food. The afternoon’s events consisted of learning 

about the Spitfire, making propaganda posters and making bunting.  

Y4 have been lucky to have a weekly visit from our specialist music 

teacher, building on the children’s music learning from their guitar 

lessons. The children revised rhythm and how different notes change 

the rhythm of music; they used ‘boom 

whackers’ to play different tunes. They then 

progressed to looking at African drums, learning how people use 

drums to tell stories in different parts of the African continent.  

Linking to their existing guitar learning, the children got to impress 

their music teacher when they were using ukuleles. They were able 

to apply their skills learnt in their guitar lessons, with many children 

amazed they these could be crossed over to a different instrument.  

Year 4’s topic of ‘Save Our Planet’ was kicked off in last half term’s 

enrichment week. The children started to look at how to write persuasively, studying the 

effects of palm oil production, single use plastic and global climate change. Year 4 then focused 

their English work on writing in a journalistic style. They first wrote a news article linked to 

the litter survey they conducted, advising on the state on litter across the school and 

surrounding environment. The children then wrote an article about the improved habitat of 

the school pond.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



We start our newsletter update with exciting news in Years 5 and 6… we have won an award! 

Following our successful enrichment week at the end of last half-term, the pupils have passed 

the ‘discovery’ level of the John Muir Environment Award! This award scheme encourages 

‘awareness and responsibility for the natural environment in a spirit of fun, adventure and 

exploration.’ The children successfully proved they had learnt about our school and local 

environments and most importantly pledged to continue to protect these places for future 

generations. We have received lots of additional work from the pupils since our theme week 

ended, including posters, information texts and even some amazing bird boxes made at home 

with a Grandparent. This award scheme has clearly captured the attention of our pupils and 

has inspired pupils to volunteer at lunchtimes to improve our wild garden and nature areas. We 

are so proud of their achievements – look out for their special certificates which are being 

presented soon. 

Understanding the environment has continued to be a focus for Years 5 and 6 this half term 

with our new topic ‘Rainforests.’ We all began by looking at maps and atlases to locate 

rainforests around the world. Year 6 have studied different biomes and understood how the 

proximity of the equator can influence the climate for rainforests. Next, they focused on The 

Amazon Rainforest, linking work in Science on animal adaptations. We have also studied the 

different layers of The Amazon, understanding the climate, plant and animal species found in 

the different layers. The pupils completed their studies by learning about deforestation and 

the ways in which we can protect The Amazon for the survival of plants, animals and tribes. 

Year 5 have focused on the features and geography of rivers, naming parts such as source, 

meanders, oxbow lakes and estuary. Considering the impact of erosion and deposition in 

creating shape.  Using atlases to locate famous world rivers.  Finally, researching the positive 

and negative impact of human developments, such as dams.  Considering themselves as global 

citizens, focusing on conservation and guardians of the future world. 

We have linked our art with the 

rainforest this half term, looking at the 

work of John Dyer, an artist who 

travelled to the Amazon rainforest to live 

and paint with the Yawanawá tribe in June 

2019. We watched video diary footage 

which helped us see how natural resources from trees and 

plants were used as part of the project. This became a focus for our own John Dyer work… 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Our sports council – The Woods Loke School Sports Council has been set up to discuss the 

future of PE and Sport in school. Each Sports Council member represents their class when 

making sporting decisions. There will be one student per KS2 class, and one student from year 

6 will also be a KS1 rep. These will be changed annually so there will be more opportunity for 

other children to apply. The children will (proudly!) wear a Sports Council badge on their school 

uniform. Our aims are: 

1) We believe athletes come in all shapes and sizes. Let the talent and ability shine through. 

2) To be able to inspire and develop the athletes of tomorrow. 

3) To showcase talent and develop skills by holding competitions and after school clubs. 

4) To promote physical activity and healthy lifestyles through providing sports activities 

that are inclusive 

Our Sports Council Reps – Ollie Soanes, Jaxson Horsnail, Spencer Lockwood, Isabelle Cooper, 

Dylan Leech, Macie Brennan, Elise Punt, Demi Regan, Willow Goodwin & Eleisha Curtis.  

Mr Hunt said, “We already have a school council who have a fantastic voice and make a real 

difference to everyday school life. It is my hope that the Sports Council will be just as 

successful.”                 Sporting achievements outside of school:  

Harry Cook in Year 2 took part in his first national gymnastics competition. It 

was a very strong field with some amazing young gymnasts competing, but Harry 

won a bronze medal for his floor display for Waveney Gymnastics Club.  

After a fantastic performance at the East Anglian Athletics 

League last month, Megan Chong is now ranked 3rd in the Under 

11 category (for the 600m with a time of 1:53.7) across the 

whole of the UK! An amazing achievement. 

Olly Wright has been training for nearly 3 years in 

the martial art form -  Muay Thai. In that time, he's become: 2 x WKO 

K1 Champion, WKO Muay Thai Champion, Sandee 

Champion, ISKANationals Champion, Olympic Rules 

Muay Thai World champion, resulting in 5 belts, 

amongst many other medals and trophies.  

Isobelle Jones, who is cheer captain for her cheerleading team with SS 

Stars, lead her team to win 1st Place at Ice Blast 2022 in Crawley on 

Saturday 14th May. Well done Isobelle, that is a great achievement! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



The school council are very pleased to announce the date of their cake sale, which will take 

place on the 29th June, after school. All money raised will be going towards our school. Nearer 

the time school council will inform you of where the cake sale will take place and will happily 

receive cake/biscuit donations!  
Following the letter that went home about ‘Fruit Friday’ the school council were very pleased 

with how many children and their families are supporting this new venture, so thank you very 

much! Please remember the ‘design a logo for fruit Friday’ competition, last entries to be 

handed in by Monday 13th June please. As well as a prize for the winner, the winning logo will 

be displayed in every class throughout the school!! 

To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee, the school council would like to plant a tree on the school 

grounds to serve as a reminder of her reign and service 

to our country. 

The school council school link team have been busy 

inspiring future potential school council members by 

visiting the nursery every week. Some nursery children 

have been so enthused that they started their own ‘mini 

school council’ where they talk about our school 

together. (Mrs Barratt) 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 

Eva Bowles talking to the ‘mini nursery school council’ 

 


