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This time last year we introduced our ‘Woods Loke Learners’ initiative which was designed to 

promote positive learning behaviours throughout the school. Over the past year this has had a 

huge impact, from our fortnightly focus on each behaviour to our ‘Learner of the Week’ awards. 

Each class has a dedicated ‘Woods Loke Learners’ display and the language of learning 

behaviours is in use right across the school. However, not ones to rest on our laurels, we 

decided that we could make things a little more child friendly, whilst at the same time giving 

the initiative a fresh new look and a relaunch. After much discussion, we settled on the concept 

of four animal characters who would each encapsulate one of our four learning behaviours. In 

order to make these characters really special and unique, we commissioned award winning 

children’s author and illustrator Matt Robertson to create some exclusive designs which you 

can see on the very next page. Finally, the children all had a chance to put forward ideas for 

names, with the School Council deciding on the final names for our new characters.  

This has already caused great excitement and you’ll soon start to see these characters 

appearing throughout the school. We have also moved our Learner of the Week photographs 

into the hall where each character has their own display with the children’s photographs, there 

for all to see. We believe that good learning behaviours are vital in giving children the skills to 

become better learners, and I’m sure our new ‘Woods Loke Learner’ characters will play a big 

part in ensuring that they do. 

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2018 

As we reach the halfway point of another academic year, we’re all looking forward to the 

warmer weather and lighter days that Spring will bring, and that sense of ‘looking forward’ 

and ‘brighter days ahead’ is a good analogy for the current mood in school. There are lots 

of exciting things to look forward to; changes and developments that will continue to push 

our school onwards and upwards. There are the big milestones, such as our upcoming 

Academy conversion and our 50th anniversary celebrations, but also lots of ongoing 

developments as well. We are currently in the process of designing a brand new curriculum 

for September; our resident artist has almost completed the redecoration of our library 

and will soon be moving on to other internal projects; our new caretaker is working with our 

Early Years team on a major revamp of the Early Years outdoor area; we have recently 

appointed a new sports leader who will be responsible for running lunchtime activities as 

well as after school clubs. And those are just the things we can tell you about! We are 

continually looking at ways we can improve and develop so that we can all LEARN, ASPIRE 

and ACHIEVE together. Have a good half term, and we’ll see you all in the Spring sunshine! 

 

 



 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 

Owlberta Freddy Barney Ella 



We have had a very exciting half term after discovering a 

spaceship crash landed on the Nursery playground. The 

children were all very excited about this and took it upon 

themselves to warn the rest of the school that there may 

be aliens hiding. Nursery made posters to explain what had 

happened and if anyone found an alien to please bring it 

back. Some of the children decided that it was a very 

important matter and that the police needed to be 

informed. We rang the ‘police’ and received a letter from 

them the next day. The children were asked to build a new spaceship for the aliens in the hope 

that they would use that to fly back home. We made a spaceship and left it outside, and the 

next day we were all relieved to find that the aliens had used our creation to fly back home. 
Following on from the spaceship, Nursery have learnt a lot about space. We have used non-

fiction books to find out about space and share facts with each other. We have learnt about 

the different planets; we all seemed very keen on Neptune the ‘ice planet’! We have also been 

practising our counting skills and learning to recognise numbers up to 10, we have counted how 

many eyes different aliens have, and also counted the number of aliens on different planets. 

 

The children have also enjoyed having their grown-ups join them for a maths stay and play. 

They took part in many different maths related activities and got to show their grown-ups 

what they get up to in school. 

 

In Reception, we have also been learning about space. The children helped to create a fantastic 

space station role play area by making a papier-mache solar system, marble paint planets and 

a space rocket. We have begun Phase 3 in Phonics and have been busy learning new digraphs 

and trigraphs. In Literacy, we shared how we would catch a star and have been learning all 

about aliens, particularly the ones that love underpants! The children also focussed on rhyme 

and wrote their own versions of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. We have also had fun retelling 

the story ‘Whatever Next’ through drama, by using props to fly to the moon and have a picnic.  

 

In Maths, we learnt about addition, subtraction and 3D shapes, as well as continuing to develop 

our number recognition. The children worked in small groups to design a rocket or alien which 

they then created using the junk modelling materials and described the properties of the 3D 

shapes that they had used; these models have made a fantastic display. We also invited parents 

to join us for a week so that they had the opportunity to observe our maths lessons, as well as 

having a maths stay and play. A big thank you to our parents for making these both a great 

success!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Christmas seems a long time ago as we have been very busy this half term as always. 
Key Stage One have two pieces of exciting news this half term. We are pleased to welcome 

Miss McComb who is joining the Year 2 team. Congratulations also go to Miss Carroll who is 

expecting a baby at the start of the summer. 

Already this short half term the children have achieved a great amount. 

 Year 1’s topic ‘Winter’ has inspired some lovely art work with 

the children creating winter scenes in the style of Monet. 

They have also developed their drawing skills by sketching 

deciduous trees. Children have shown some interesting 

scientific thinking by investigating melting ice blocks. 

Alongside this, many cross curricular skills are being used as 

Year 1 are making their own audio books with sound effect 

based on the lovely book ‘The Snowman and The Snow Dog. 

The current topic in Year 2 is ‘On the Move’ which we started by looking at how Hermit Crabs 

change shells. We were all amazed to discover (from the always enthralling David 

Attenborough) that they line up and all change in sequence! 

Basing our writing on the book ‘House for Hermit Crab’ children have created persuasive house 

adverts in role as crab estate agents, and written a sequel.  

The scientific ‘wow’ factor has also been strong in Year 2 as we have investigated habitats and 

environments. Observing meal worms with our magnifying 

glasses and then setting up a choice chamber to 

investigate their movement to a choice of conditions 

certainly caused a buzz of excitement and interest from 

all children; everyone was involved and engaged.  Art in 

Year 2 has seen the classes working as a team in the 

creation of a large-scale scene depicting the impressive 

scene of wildebeest and zebras on the move in a migration 

scene, based on the work of wild life artist Jason Morgan. 

Teachers across the Key Stage are already planning exciting learning experiences as we look 

forward to next half term along with the warmer weather which means we will able to be 

outside more. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a fun and engaging start to the new year with lots of new and exciting topics 

taking place. As a Key Stage we have taken a step away from running topics in the traditional 

sense. We are adapting our topics and teaching to the interests of the children. This is the 

reason Years 3 and 4 have studied different topics this term. In addition, we are running topics 

as long as they hold the children’s interest. So they could run for a term, to a week; if they 

are interested and enthusiastic, we will keep going.  

Year 3 have been getting their teeth stuck into ‘Extreme Weather’. This topic has given rise 

to a broad range of exciting work. In Science, the children had the opportunity to study 

tornados and made a tornado in a jar. 

The topic has lent itself to lots of aspects of geography. The 

children have researched the weather and climate of many 

countries across the globe; covering different biomes and 

climate zones. They were then able to produce fascinating facts 

files. In addition, the children studied extreme weather events, 

including surveying the damage of the recent high winds around 

the school grounds. This showed extreme weather can happen here as well as abroad. 

Year 4’s term started with the teachers advising the children we were going to look at the 

media. The children then decided what they wanted to do. Both classes produced plans, led by 

the children, of all the different things they wanted to learn about and cover. 

The Year 4 teachers arranged a visit from a film producer and a reporter. The producer had 

worked on a popular biscuit advert where kittens come out of the packs of biscuits and 

reporter was able to show them clips of her interviewing people, from Channing Tatum to Sir 

David Attenborough. This hooked the children and gave them a real life context to what they 

were learning.  

4JW decided to create a news channel. This opened 

up lots of learning opportunities such as using Green 

Screens, researching facts, interviewing and writing 

scripts.  

4RJ decided to make their own TV channel, adopting 

a range of programming catering for all interests 

and addressing every part of the curriculum, 

including making travel and nature programmes.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Year 5 and 6 pupils have been transported back to the Tudor times this term. The construction 

of many Tudor style houses have dominated many afternoons. Pupils in 6GT have also found 

inspiration from the types of punishment handed out creating a range of interesting models! 
They have also looked at Henry VIII and his wives, the Tudor Rose, 

Tudor explorers and what life was like as a member of the crew on a 

Tudor ship. As well as completing topic work on these aspects, pupils 

have produced creative writing and fantastic pieces of modern art. 

All pupils have studied the work of William Shakespeare this half 

term with Year 5 concentrating on ‘Macbeth’ – including adapting lines 

of the play being read out wonderfully around a ‘cauldron’ and 

surrounded by candles. Year 6 have been reading ‘A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream’ creating freeze frames in drama and writing in role 

as one of the main characters. 

A group of Year 5 and 6 pupils have also been busy putting the final touches to the first edition 

of ‘The Woods Loke Whisper’. The children have worked during lunchtimes to create a 

newspaper style text with articles on current issues, an interview with Mr Crawley and 

competitions, as well as showcasing some of the writing completed this year so far. Be sure to 

get your copy soon! 

Year 6 were represented well at the North Suffolk Schools indoor athletics competition where 

the team finished a very respectable 5th out of 19 schools. A superb achievement for the team! 

There is a ‘buzz’ in Year 5 following the first meeting about the Kingswood residential trip to 

take place in September – lots of excitement already building about all the activities they may 

have – as well as the anticipated ‘Midnight Feasts’!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



The SEN team has continued to work closely this term with outside agencies, including the 

County Inclusive Support Service and The Ashley Outreach Team, to implement specific 

strategies for some pupils, to support them to access the curriculum in a more specialised, 

personalised way. This happens when pupils have specific barriers preventing them from 

accessing the school curriculum. 
Mrs Julings has trained KS2 teaching assistants in using the new ACE dictionaries that have 

been purchased to support Literacy intervention work, and she continues to implement her 

work focussing on using Dyslexia friendly approaches to spelling. 

Our SENCOs also meet with other SENCOs and professionals across Lowestoft to share 

knowledge and good practice and keep updated of any changes to SEN across Suffolk.   

We have briefly paused our in-school occupational therapy intervention work this term, but 

plan to begin this again later in the year. 

In March we will be supporting the National Autism Awareness week. To prepare for this, staff 

in KS1 and KS2 to will be attending ASD and ADHD training after half term, with a visiting 

professional trainer from Suffolk.  

One of the issues highlighted by our recent parent questionnaire was that some of you felt 

that you didn’t receive enough information about the progress your children are making. In 

order to rectify this, we have developed a short termly report format that is designed to 

provide you with a snapshot of how your child is progressing, whether they are on track to 

meet the national expectations for their year group as well as an overview of areas such as 

behaviour, effort and homework. We are intending to send these home a week before our 

parent consultation evenings to give you time to digest the information, with the first ones 

coming home on 23rd February. You will then have the opportunity to discuss any issues with 

your child’s class teacher at your parent’s evening appointment. 

We hope this new report will not only provide you with more regular information about how 

your child is getting on at school, but also provide a shared focus for discussion at parent’s 

evening. 

As ever, please let us know what you think. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 

 
 



We are constantly amazed at the level of support received from our school community. Whilst 

we are currently without a ‘Friends’ group (something that will be changing in the coming 

months), recent fundraising efforts have been hugely appreciated and are being thoughtfully 

used to support children across the school. The money raised from the last Bingo evening has 

been put towards providing resources for lunchtime clubs and activities - which the children 

love. This has included materials for our sewing and art clubs, as well as supporting our 

lunchtime library club and equipment for playground games. Money raised during our successful 

Christmas Fair will be put towards our 50th Anniversary celebrations at the end of April. 

Thank you as always for your generosity and ongoing support. Mr Sparks 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


