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And suddenly, Christmas is upon us! This half term we have been so busy focussing on 

learning that it was a bit of a shock when the school Christmas tree went up this week. 

However, Christmas has been well and truly celebrated over the past few days with 

Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas dinner, Christmas parties, the welcome return of 

Christmas cards, and of course, our whole school Christmas performance which will be 

available to view at the end of this week. 

However, our main focus this half term has been to ensure that all of our children receive 

a high quality learning experience and hopefully the pages of this newsletter will 

demonstrate just that. 

This half term has not been without its challenges of course, but I’m very pleased to report 

that the number of COVID cases amongst our children has been very low. Staff have not 

been so fortunate and we have had several members of staff away from school over the 

past few weeks. However, I’m delighted to say that this has not impacted on our children 

at all. Our staff have pulled together, supported one another, and gone above and beyond 

the call of duty to ensure that children’s learning has not been disrupted. I’m sure you’ll 

join me in thanking them for all their efforts and dedication. 

As for January? We simply don’t know at the moment. All we do know is that whatever 

happens we will do our utmost to ensure that all of our children are able to LEARN, ASPIRE 

and ACHIEVE, just as we try to do every single day. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful Christmas break… 

 

 



Reception  
Reception have had another busy half term. We have now finished learning our phase 2 phonics 

sounds and have moved on to phase 3. The children have started bringing reading books home 

each week and we are really impressed with how well they are doing with their segmenting and 

blending. The children are applying their phonics knowledge to their writing too, we are getting 

lots of lovely stories, sentences and captions written. In maths we have been learning about 1 

more and 1 less than a given number, positional language, representing numbers in different 

ways, number bonds, time, days of the week and measuring ingredients to bake cakes!  

We have continued our Nature Days covering a wide range of themes 

including fire, leaves, owls, hibernation, winter trees and robins. During 

our fire topic we learnt about fire safety and even made our own fire 

using the fire pit, which we toasted marshmallows on. We were all very 

excited when it snowed and the children enjoyed investigating the 

snow and creating little snowmen.  

We also thoroughly enjoyed our first Enrichment Week based around 

sea shanties. We were visited by a sea shanty group and we joined in with their songs. The 

children decided to become pirates for the 

week and fantastic costumes, pirate ships, 

parrots and treasure maps were created. 

Each class created a sea shanty and 

performed it to the rest of the school at the 

end of the week!  

Nursery - Willow Room 

In Nursery we have continued to work on our phase 1 phonics and have 

been practicing how to talk like a robot to hear sounds in words. We 

have been working on number challenges and recognising numbers in 

maths. We have enjoyed learning through our nature shelf and looking 

for signs that autumn is turning into winter, one sure sign is playing 

on the field in the snow! 

 

The children have shown real interest in police and role playing 

outside. The children arrived in the nursery one day to find a real 

crime scene. The children became investigators to find out what had 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



happened, they questioned suspects and measured their feet to match a footprint. Even Mr 

Crawley was a suspect! The children have also enjoyed playing fire fighters, making their own 

fire engine and learning about how they help us.  

The children are enjoying writing this half term, they are keen to 

write their names, make story maps and tell their own stories. 

 

 A highlight of this half term has been our Enrichment Week learning 

about sea shanties, the sea and pirates. The children made their own 

pirate ships, dressing up clothes, treasure maps and went on a 

treasure hunt. We even learnt our own sea shanty to help us count 

and tidy up.       

 

Nursery - Maple Room (based in our Community Hub building) 

This half term the children in the Maple room have been working on developing their 

independence, we have been particularly focusing on putting our own coats and shoes on. We 

enjoyed our Enrichment Week based around sea shanties. We listened to The Sea Shanty Men 

that came in to sing to us and then spent the week learning about the sea and pirates. We made 

our own eye patches and telescopes, used our hands to dig for treasure in the sand  

and even built a pirate ship. 

 

The children have also enjoyed cooking, we have made cupcakes, biscuits and even pizza. The 

children have loved being able to weigh and mix the ingredients themselves and they have been 

able to make predictions about what will change while they are baking in the oven.  

 

Children in the Maple room enjoy interacting with our nature table and exploring the different 

themes we have each week, some of our themes this half term have been pumpkins, owls, worms 

and winter trees. We have been on a nature walk each week to see if we can spot the items 

from our nature table. Recently we have been focusing on Christmas trees and the children 

have helped to decorate the Nursery tree and talked about their trees at home. 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Always an exciting end of term when it is Christmas week, and this year has been no different. 

There has been some fantastic singing with renditions of ‘Santa Is Coming’. There has been so 

much enthusiasm practising. 

The rest of the term has been equally busy with Year Two studying migration linked to their 

book ‘Follow the Swallow’. This has led the children on a learning journey of writing and 

geography, looking at climates. In Maths they have been exploring money. Alongside this they 

have developed great pencil drawing skills, creating images of zebras.  

Year One have been equally as busy writing their own 

versions of ‘Handa’s Hen’, as well as learning to 

sequence and spell the days of the week and months of 

the year. In Maths they have been learning to read and 

record time. Year One art has been in the style of our 

half termly artist Kofi Agorsor. We took our pencils for 

a walk on paper, developing fine motor and shading 

skills. 

In PE it has 

been Year Two’s turn to dance with the expertise of 

the visiting High School teacher to inspire and support 

them. Year One have been awe inspiring gymnasts using 

a huge variety of apparatus, developing rolls, ways of 

travel, jumps and balance. It has been inspiring to see 

the development of skills and how bold the children 

have been, challenging themselves to try new things.  

Not the most 

exciting news 

but Year Two 

have lovely new 

blue tables 

which co-

ordinate and 

give a much more attractive and functional workspace. 

We are all looking forward to 2022 to continue our learning journeys.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Year 3 have had an out of this world learning experience for this half term. They have been 

studying space! The children have used this topic to assist their writing. First, Year 3 learnt 

all about the moon landings. From here they learnt about how to write in a journalistic style, 

creating newspaper resorts all about these missions. Then they got news of a UFO landing in 

Lowestoft! With their new writing skills, they got to work on producing some fantastic fictional 

reports all about the landing.  

With Year 3 having learnt about the moon landings, they obviously learnt about Neil Armstrong. 

They used this information to create a biography about his life. They then turned their 

attentions and biography writing skills to a more modern space explorer, Tim Peake. The 

children loved learning about Major Peake, especially the fact that he was British.  

Year 4 started the term playing around! Their learning has been 

focused around board games. They tried, tested and reviewed a 

range of games, before using their designing skills to create their 

own. Once these were created, the children learnt how to write 

instructions and applied these skills to instructing how to play 

existing games, then their own. Year 4’s focus then moved to 

creating a second game. However, this was utilising their instruction writing skills to make a 

fantasy game that guided the reader through a set of decisions, hoping to choose correctly 

and get to the end of an adventure.  

Once Year 4 were all played out, they moved onto a separate mini project all 

about electricity. The children learnt all about electrical production, circuits 

and how to make switches.  

Half way through the term all 

whole school was treated with 

an enrichment week. The week’s learning was 

centred all around sea shanties. We started the 

week with a performance and presentation from 

a local shanty group, The Lowestoft Longshoremen. From here the children of Year 3 and 4 

learnt all about the history of sea shanties and why they were sung. The children then began 

to create several shanties, whole class then independently. Once the classes had their own 

shanty they got to work perfecting its performance, adding music assisted from a specialist 

music teacher and putting actions to their written words. This was then performed in front of 

Key Stage 2 and members of The Lowestoft Longshoremen at the end of the week.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



In Years 5 and 6 this half term, we have been learning about The Vikings! The children began 

the topic with a mystery tour looking at several Viking artefacts. The children were history 

detectives and had to explore what the artefacts might have been used for and what the 

objects tell us about life during the Vikings period. 

We also began our topic by using a range of sources to learn about what life was like for the 

Anglo-Saxons before the Vikings arrived. Pupils learned about foods which were grown and how 

important farming was to their survival. The use of farm land provided the pupils with a link to 

understand why the Vikings first invaded in 793AD, to gain control of land in our country when 

the land in Scandinavia was so scarce. The pupils learnt how the seven dominant kingdoms were 

reduced to three main kingdoms with the arrival of the Vikings. We discovered how the Vikings 

had the ‘Danelaw’ kingdom which affected our county as well as many others along the East 

coast.  

Next, the pupils learnt about King Alfred and why he was named ‘Alfred the Great.’ The 

children discussed the impact of his reign on the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings including the fact 

he strengthened his army and was a great believer in fortifying villages and cities with walls. 

He also encouraged many people to learn as he believed knowledge could be powerful. The pupils 

considered how other Kings learned from him and a timeline was created showing the main 

events associated with this time.  

The main focus for our learning this term though has been 

how the Vikings used longboats to travel to our country 

for their invasion. As part of our art and design technology 

lessons, we have learnt about how animal designs were 

used in early Viking artwork along with patterns including 

Viking knots. The children used this knowledge to design 

and make their own sails for a Viking longboat. Thanks to 

Smith Bros in Oulton Broad for their wood donations, the children had an opportunity to 

construct their own Viking ship. They had to use a saw to 

create oars or a platform for their boats. They have also 

thought about how their longboats could withstand arrows 

by placing shields along the edges.  

To complete our topic, the Year 5 and 6 pupils visited the 

Time and Tide Museum in Great Yarmouth. The children took 

part in four different workshops including packing and 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



travelling on a longboat, looking for hidden 

artefacts using a metal detector, brooch making 

and they even took part in a Viking battle with 

shields and axes! The children absolutely loved 

the trip, these are some of the comments from 

our Year 5 and 6 pupils; 

‘We had to avoid arrows using our shields to 

protect us! It was gruesome and awesome! It was 

a great way to use what we had learnt in our topic 

and to learn even more! Our trip was really 

interesting, I loved the part where we got to see the actual weapons and hear about what life 

was like.’  
It was a great day out and really complimented our learning for this topic. A huge thankyou to 

the pupils for their enthusiasm and good behaviour on the trip, to the Year 5 and 6 Staff, 

Office Staff and Kitchen Staff for all their help in planning and organising the trip and to the 

Parents for all their support with this event.  

The new Eco Council has now been formed and we have had 

our first meetings.  We initially discussed what it means 

to be an Eco Council member, and what ideas the children 

had, to make our school a more environmentally friendly 

place.  We have a lot of work to do together and will be 

applying for our Eco Schools status sometime between 

May and the end of July. (Mr Coote and Mrs Robinson) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



The School Council have been hard at work planning and discussing ideas. They have written 

their own news items for the newsletter. (Mrs. Barratt) 
We were very disappointed as the afternoon tea with the 

governors was unfortunately cancelled but we are looking 

to reschedule this for the Spring term. (Amber, Madison, 

and Cody) 

School Link team news 

To help the School link team (which is a group of School 

Council members who visit year 1 and EYFS) idea boxes have been created for the children in 

these settings to write their own thoughts in for the school council to look at. The classes are 

visited once a week by the dedicated school link team. (Aiden, Ruby, and JJ) 

School Project Team News 

Encouraging a healthy snack at morning play for years 

3 upwards is what we would like to do, we would like all 

pupils to only bring in fruit or vegetables to enjoy at 

playtime. On the playground we will be rewarding those 

children we see with fruit and veg funky stickers! We 

will also be creating a virtual assembly to support our 

new initiative in the New year. (Nicky and Charlie) 

Fundraiser Team News 

Inspired by Eva Bowles in the School Council who is raising 

money for the charity EACH, School Council have decided to 

give some of the proceeds of the book sale (which will take 

place in the Spring term) to EACH and some to Eco club to 

help with creating a vegetable garden. 

School council would love for you to start donating any books 

no longer needed at home for our grand book sale, adults and children’s books are needed! 

Please bring them into your child’s class where School Council will collect them. Thank you. 

 

 
 

 This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 


