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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2017 

Welcome to the first newsletter of a new academic year, and what a busy half term it’s 

been already! It’s been fantastic to see how well the children have embraced our ‘Woods 

Loke Learners’ focus and how proud they are to be awarded our prestigious Learner of the 

Week certificates. These are really proving to be something the children aspire to earn 

and it’s great to hear them discussing the various learning behaviours they can demonstrate 

in order to receive one – it’s very much been a case of LEARN, ASPIRE, ACHIEVE in action.  

Another big improvement has been our lunchtime experience. The children now have a 

choice of structured outdoor activities, as well as the opportunity to use the library and 

the sports hall at lunchtimes. We also have an art club, a sewing club and a music club 

happening at lunchtimes as well, so there really is something for everyone. It has certainly 

made lunchtimes a more pleasant experience for everyone, as the photos below clearly 

show! 

In the meantime, we’d like to wish everybody a well-deserved half term break and we look 

forward to seeing you all return rested, refreshed and ready to learn… 

 



On Friday 13th October, our Year 3 team attended a Matball tournament at Benjamin Britten 

High School. There were 12 teams representing the primary schools in the area.  
We were on first against Corton. There were nerves and tears before the games…that was 

just Mr Farr! We discussed positions and tactics before letting the children play. After a 

nervous first two minutes, we scored our first point and then ran away as 10-0 winners!  

We changed the team around for game two against a very well coached Roman Hill B. Disaster; 

we conceded first… and again… and again! Losing 3-0 with two minutes remaining. A bit of 

coaching from the side-lines, reforming the positions and lots of encouragement got us back 

in the game, 3-1. Resilience and a ‘never give up’ attitude meant we went from losing 3-0 to 

winning the game 4-3, a terrific result! The final two group games against Blundeston and 

Poplars were won 7-2 and 5-0 respectively. Into the semi-finals we go… 

The semi-final was against Roman Hill A. Knowing how well their B team played, we knew we 

were up against it; and we were. 2-0 down within the first minute meant that we had to show 

our resilience again. And we did as we came out 5-2 winners, ready to meet Gunton in the final. 

All started well. We scored early and held on to a 1-0 lead for nearly 5 minutes. Some resolute 

defending saw wave after wave of attacks beaten away…only for our defences to be broken 

three times in a minute. 3-1 to Gunton with 2 minutes left. Then some inspirational attacking 

took us to 3-3 with a minute to go. Our pressure paid off and we ran away worthy winners, 5-

3 in the end. Well done to everyone on a terrific afternoon of great team spirit and showing 

great perseverance under extreme pressures. Written by Mr Jones 

Year 6 took part in a hockey tournament. Here is a sports report written by one of the players… 

‘On the 4th October 2017, some of my fellow friends from Year 6 and I went to East Point 

Academy for a hockey tournament. Our first match was against St. Benedict’s with a whopping 

5-0 win to our magnificent team. We lost to Albert Pye 1-0 

but we were cheered up by Mr Lea with some great tactical 

advice and he said at least we tried our best. We battled our 

way into the quarter-finals against Phoenix St Peter. We won 

4-0, reaching the terrifying semis. We were up against 

Gunton winning with a fabulous 2-0. Our team had a point to 

prove as we played Albert Pye in the final. Using our skill and 

determination we won 1-0. We were screaming and shouting 

as we had victory!’ Written by Sophie Langdale (Year 6)      

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



We have had a fantastic first half term in Nursery with children settling in really well to the 

nursery routine. All of the children have brought in their ‘All About Me Box’ from home and 

shared this with their key groups. It was lovely seeing what their favourite toys were and 

seeing photos of their families. 
We have done a lot of work this half term on the Gingerbread man. The 

children have all had a go at retelling the story using puppets to help 

them. We have baked gingerbread men, carefully weighing out 

ingredients and rolling out the dough, then adding features such as eyes 

and buttons. The children have also been practising their cutting skills 

by cutting out gingerbread men. 

The children in Reception have also had a fantastic start to the year. 

All the Reception staff have been impressed by the speed with which 

the children have settled into their new setting, taking changes to their routine in their stride, 

striking up new friendships and gaining in confidence with all the new adults they have met in 

their daily life at school. 

In Literacy we have been learning about ‘People who help us’ both in and out of school. A 

highlight of this was to invite Mr Crawley and Mr Sparks to visit our classrooms to be 

interviewed about their jobs and how they spend their time. The children prepared and asked 

some very interesting and searching questions, which certainly kept the interviewees on their 

toes! We also enjoyed learning the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’, where we created our own 

class story maps and used them as we retold the story in our own words. The children have 

worked in small groups to bake their own gingerbread shaped biscuits too! We investigated 

which liquids would have helped the gingerbread man to cross the river, objects that float and 

sink and which materials would make the best roof for a house.  

We have been having fun learning our Phase 2 phonics this half term and the children 

particularly enjoyed our ‘Stay and Play’ afternoon, when we were delighted to welcome a super 

turn-out of grown-ups to share in our learning activities. We are looking forward to seeing 

those of you who would like to join us for phonics lessons during the week beginning 13th 

November. Next half term our core books will be ‘Winnie the Witch’ by Valerie Thomas, ‘Lost 

and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. When the children first return we 

will be focusing on Autumn and doing many different activities linked to this. Later on in the 

term we will start to focus on Christmas. A lot of our planning is based on the children’s 

interests and what we have observed them doing during their time in school. If your child has 

a particular interest you think we could extend in school, please let us know. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Last term we were looking forward to the planned decoration in our area and we are excited 

and delighted with the improvements. It is amazing what a difference a coat of paint can make. 

A big thank you needs to go to all the staff for the hard work getting everything up and running 

for the start of term. Mrs Howard’s father also needs a specially mention for making the little 

shed and other resources. Year 1 are making great use of the changes to the outside area and 

activity area. It is allowing the teachers to plan and provide Continuous Provision in Year 1 to 

make the transition from EYFS seamless. 

 

Year 2 have really taken on board being Woods Loke Learners 

and are working hard which is good to see in this important 

year. Our topic for this half term has been ‘The Street Where 

I Live’, and there has been some lovely art work produced in 

both years. The bright display of 2D shape buildings has really 

added to the bright new corridor. Year 1 did a great job baking 

bread rolls which filled the area with lovely smells. Year 2 enjoyed made vegetarian wraps as 

part of finding out about the Buddhist festival of Vesak. As well as this the children have been 

out exploring our local area to photograph man made and 

physical features.  

Reading is, as always, a focus and we are always looking for 

extra ears to hear children, so if anyone is interested in 

doing this please speak to the class teacher. 

Next half term out topic will be; ‘The Land That Time 

Forgot’ with a focus on dinosaurs and fossil hunts.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a great start to the year with both the children and teachers getting their teeth 

into our term’s topic, Ancient Egypt! This half of the term has seen a focus on who were the 

Ancient Egyptians and how we know about their civilisation; especially looking at the pyramids 

and mummification. The children loved acting out the mummification ceremony with their soft 

toys.  
Year 4 have carried aspects of the topic over to their English lessons. They learnt about 

researching using ICT and non-fiction texts to produce non-chronological reports on their 

favourite aspects of Ancient Egypt. In addition, they used pyramids, tombs and busy Egyptian 

markets as inspiration to write wonderfully imaginative descriptions of story settings. The 

children enjoyed ‘working in different ways’ producing these descriptions; working in groups, 

helping build their understanding and confidence, before working independently.  

Year 3 impressed their new teachers, in their new key stage, by starting the year writing 

exciting recounts of their summer activities. They then moved on to learning about limericks 

before having a go at writing their own. Some children said they found these a challenge at 

first but they had a ‘never give up’ attitude; finally writing some delightful poems.  

Recently, Year 3 have been looking at traditional tales. To link this to another area of English 

they have produced newspaper reports, reporting on the antics of characters in the various 

stories they have studied.    

The children are becoming excited about imminent Ancient Egypt Day on the 2nd November. 

Lower Key Stage 2 staff would like to remind you that we require a donation of £4 per child; 

if we do not receive enough funds then we will be unable to provide other events later in the 

year. Making costume props for the day could be a great part of your child’s half term project. 

 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



To welcome the pupils to Years 5 and 6, we started our learning with a topic all about 

Lowestoft. We began with a study about coastal erosion and how cliffs, stacks and caves are 

formed. Part of this involved studying how coasts have changed over time, looking at headlands 

and bays too. We made beach pictures using raw materials and embarked on a big DT project 

where the pupils had to make working lighthouses from cardboard tubes. We linked our learning 

in Science to construct a circuit to make the lighthouses work. We also had a visit from a local 

historian who told us lots of facts about our local area and talked about how Lowestoft has 

changed in his lifetime. 

Year 6 had a fantastic opportunity to develop their independence and confidence by taking 

part in our annual residential trip to Kingswood, West Runton. This involved a two-night stay; 

the first time away from home for many! The staff and pupils really enjoyed this opportunity 

and the pupil’s behaviour, and enthusiasm were a credit to our school. The pupils took part in a 

range of activities including: archery, caving, team building/problem solving, zip wire, abseiling, 

climbing and aero ball. The determination on many of the children’s faces as they reached the 

top of the abseiling tower was courageous and amazing to watch! Many of the pupils were really 

proud of their achievements over the 3 days, as were the staff!   

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 had the wonderful opportunity to visit Ormiston Denes Academy to see a presentation 

and exhibition by the Cambridge Science Centre. The children were treated to a fantastic 

presentation about light, telescopes and how scientists use the facts we know about light to 

deduce information about stars and planets. Some of the photographs that the children were 

shown of other stars and planets were incredible! After the presentation, 

the children were able to try their hand at some fun experiments such as 

building bridges with magnetic rods, making paper helicopters and flying 

them in an air tunnel (everyone’s favourite!) and seeing themselves in 

ultraviolet light. The children and staff all had a wonderful time and we’re 

sure that it will help the children’s understanding of this amazing topic. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Due to a reorganisation of our support staff we now have an SEN Response Team and a Pastoral 

Support Team at Woods Loke Primary School. 
Our SEN Response Team is intended to provide flexible support to key pupils and areas across 

the school. Our staff are experienced in specialised areas of Special Educational Needs and 

have various roles across the school. The team is as follows: 

Mrs Julings who specialises in supporting pupils with difficulties in reading, spelling and 

phonics. Mrs Julings delivers Catch Up Reading intervention across the school and also works 

closely with the Dyslexia Outreach Teacher to support pupils who have difficulties in this area. 

Mrs Brunton who specialises in supporting pupils with a range of specific Special Needs. 

Miss Kelly who provides a range of SEN interventions and also specialises in supporting pupils 

with Speech and Language difficulties across the school. 

Mrs Giddins who provides a range of interventions and also specialises in supporting pupils with 

physical difficulties and targets from Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists. 

Mrs Wright who provides a range of interventions and support across the school. 

Our SENCOs will be working on the following days: 

Mrs Marchand – Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Mrs Goddard – Thursday and Friday 

For pupils who have more complex special educational needs, our SENCOs tend to operate a 

key worker system. This means that each SENCO takes the lead with certain key pupils and 

this person will generally attend all meetings and complete relevant paperwork. However, both 

SENCOs are available on a day to day basis to deal with any issues as they arise.  

Pastoral Support Team: This year we have further developed our Pastoral Support Team so 

that Mrs Adams is able to work more directly with Mrs Paisley to help pupils across the school. 

Mrs Paisley (Pastoral Support Worker) works full-time and is available for pupils and parents. 

She can arrange to meet parents to discuss any concerns. Mrs Adams (Pastoral Support 

Assistant) works Monday to Thursday and she is available to work with pupils on a one to one 

basis or in a small group to help with a variety of personal, social and emotional difficulties. 

Parent Sessions: Due to the successful parent sessions organised in the summer term, for 

catch up reading, we will be planning further sessions this term. Parents will be written to 

directly with more information. If you would like further support with helping your child with 

reading please contact the school office. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



We would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who made donations for our recent Harvest 

Festival celebrations. We had a visit from the Salvation Army who explained to the children 

how their contribution to the Waveney Food Bank would help support those in our community 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

Another ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported our 

‘Dress Loud’ day in support of the Cavernoma Alliance 

UK. With your help, we raised an impressive £400 for 

this worthy cause. 

Finally, another ‘thank you’ and also ‘congratulations’ as 

our school gardening club won a trio of awards at the 

Lowestoft in Bloom awards ceremony. We picked up Gold 

for best flower garden, Silver for best floral container, 

and Bronze for best herb/vegetable patch. One of our pupils, Jude Bye, and former pupil 

Caiden Shilling attended the ceremony and collected our awards. So a huge ‘well done’ to Mrs 

Shirley Slade who runs the club, and to everybody involved. 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 

 

 


