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It hardly seems possible that we have reached the end of another academic year. It only feels 

like yesterday that I was writing my first ‘welcome’ letter as Headteacher of Woods Loke and 

meeting so many of you for the first time. However, a year has indeed gone by and the school 

has moved on considerably in that time. In the hectic day-to-day of everyday school life, it is 

easy to forget everything that has been achieved, so the end of an academic year seems like 

a good opportunity to pause for a moment and look back at our successes this year… 

 We have successfully embedded our new whole school vision and strapline, which 

guides us in everything we do 

 We have launched this new style newsletter and created a brand new website 

 Our library has been revamped and enlarged and is now being used by the whole 

school 

 We have begun to make some improvements to the buildings and grounds, and, 

although this is something that will continue throughout next year, you might see 

some of the changes when you return in September… 

 Our ‘Woods Loke Learners’ strategy has been introduced and this will take on a 

much higher profile next year 

 Academically, we have had a great many successes: our Year 1 Phonics results 

increased by a massive 13% from last year; our Year 2 SATs results for Reading, 

Writing and Maths increased by 5%; and our Year 6 SATs results for Reading, 

Writing and Maths increased by 6%, together with a huge 15% increase in our 

Writing results 

 And of course, we were delighted to be officially graded as a ‘GOOD’ school in our 

recent Ofsted inspection 

These are just some of the highlights; plenty of other things have changed behind the scenes 

and improvements are already planned for next year and beyond.  

However, none of this would have been possible without our wonderful staff. A school can only 

ever be as good as the quality of its staff, and our school is very lucky to have staff who not 

only work hard and give of their best, but who also regularly go above and beyond in so many 

different ways. I’m sure you’ll join me in thanking them for everything they do for all our 

children, and look forward to next year as we continue on our journey towards excellence. 
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The end of an academic year is often a time to say ‘goodbye’ to staff who will be leaving us for 

pastures new, as well as welcoming some new faces who will be joining us in September, and 

this year is no different. 

Firstly, Mr Axon, our Deputy Head for the past five years, is taking his 

first steps into the world of Headship as he takes over at Carlton Colville 

Primary School in September. I know that Mr Axon has been a much valued 

member of the school’s leadership team and he leaves big shoes to fill. 

However, we are delighted to have secured the services of Mr Oz Sparks 

who will take Mr Axon’s place in September. Mr 

Sparks is an experienced teacher and senior leader with a real passion 

for developing the quality of teaching and learning in a school and we 

know that his strengths will be a real asset to our 

leadership team. We are equally delighted that Miss 

Catherine Taylor has been appointed as our new 

Early Years leader. She brings real expertise, passion and enthusiasm to 

the role, and I’ve no doubt that her and her team will continue to build on 

Mr Axon’s good work. 

Miss Lines has been with us for just one year, her first as a qualified teacher. 

She has learnt a great deal throughout the year and is now ready to widen her 

teaching experience at Grove Primary School in Carlton Colville. 

At the other end of the spectrum, Mrs Mills has been a loyal servant at 

Woods Loke for 34 years and she will leave a huge hole 

when she leaves us at the end of this term. Mrs Graystone 

will also be leaving us after an equally impressive 27 years 

of service, and Mrs Easey, Mrs Bezant, Mrs Hitter, Miss 

Besford and Miss Daniels are also all heading for pastures new in September. 

I’m sure you’ll join me in thanking each and every one of our leavers for all their years of 

service, and wish them all the very best for the future. 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Nursery have had a fantastic last term. We have been busy learning about the three little pigs 

and creating a house of straw, sticks and bricks for our very own pigs. We quickly discovered 

that the brick house was the best! 

We have now finished our workshops with Butterflies of Britain, we were very lucky to go into 

a butterfly dome and get very close to the butterflies! Once we had all had a chance to look 

at them we released them into the wild.  

The children have had a fantastic time turning our role play into a theatre. They helped to 

create the scenery, make their own puppets and also create refreshments! We then enjoyed 

many performances including talent shows, different styles of dancing and a lot of Frozen 

songs!! We had a brilliant EYFS trip to Thrigby Hall Wildlife and Gardens. We saw many animals 

including crocodiles, monkeys and meerkats. The children were very excited to be able to get 

so close to the tigers! We also got to go on a tree top walk and walk around the lake seeing 

many different birds.  

Reception have had a very busy last term. We had lots of fun during our class assemblies, 

where we were able to show all of the learning that has been taking place this half term. We 

have enjoyed learning about ‘The Three Little Pigs’, we investigated which materials make the 

best homes and we used our senses to explore man-made and natural materials. We also learnt 

about ‘Beauty and the Beast’, we investigated transpiration by dyeing roses red like the rose 

in the story. We also enjoyed a week learning all about nursery rhymes and then created our 

very own nursery rhyme about three little monkeys. 

On the 17th July the children took part in their EYFS sports day. This was a fabulous day with 

both the nursery children (in the morning) and the reception children (in the afternoon) having 

an enjoyable but competitive day! The winning nursery team was the green team and the winning 

reception team was also the green team. All the children tried their very best and importantly 

continued to have a big smile on their faces.   

The children have worked so hard, during the adult guided sessions 

and during free flow, this year. It has been a real pleasure seeing how 

each one of them has grown up specifically with their communication, 

physical development and social skills. They are now prepared for 

their next year group and we wish them the very best for September.  

Thank you for all your continual support; we couldn’t do our job 

without you! We hope you all have a wonderful summer holiday and 

look forward to seeing you again in September.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



What a fantastic busy term we have had! All children have worked hard, even though the days 

have been hot, so well done to everyone. As we sort our books from the year and look back to 

September work, it is impressive to see how much the children have achieved. Many have 

commented on how much they have done, and how much they have progressed. Year 2 deserve 

to feel proud of how they took their SATs tests in their stride. Our aim is always for them to 

just be part of our routine, with as little disruption as possible. 
We have had some exciting events over the last few weeks. 

Our first visit from the RSPB was postponed, but it has now 

taken place and everyone had a lot of fun exploring 

different habitats around the school grounds.  

Our trips to Caister 

Lifeboats were great 

days out, and the 

children were exemplary in their behaviour, making all 

staff very proud of them. There were some awesome 

sandcastles built! Thank you to all helpers.  

Race for Life was a lot of fun and children gave it their all.  

Over the last few weeks we have all been preparing for 

our move to new classes so that we are all as comfortable as possible with new rooms and 

routines. Hopefully worries have been laid to rest but adults will be there to support all 

children to settle in next year. Please do talk to us about any concerns. 

One great development to look forward to in Key Stage One, is the smart new look our area 

will have in September, as we are being decorated and some improvements to the outside area 

are being put in place. Staff and parent helpers have been busy, busy stripping walls in 

preparation. (No mean task!) which is why everywhere looks very sparse, however it will be 

worth it. A huge thank you to all for your efforts. 

Our final bit of news is that Mrs Moore now has a lovely baby boy. We wish all of her family 

well. 

Thank you to everyone for a great year, children, staff and parents. It is working together as 

a team that has made, what we hope, has been a successful and enjoyable year. Have a great 

summer break. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We are coming to the end of another year and we will be really sad to see our current Year 4s 

leaving the Key Stage and move on to Year 5. It has been a pleasure teaching them all. 
The end of the year also means the end of our current topic, Europe. To finish off the topic 

the children have taken part in a European afternoon. Each Lower Key Stage Two teacher 

presented an activity, looking at a European country we have not yet studied in our topic 

lessons. The children visited each classroom and were given opportunities to try samples of 

the counties’ cuisine or take part in a traditional art activity. 

Mr Murphy and Mrs Mills have been working with the Year 4 children all year to help them 

develop their guitar playing skills. Their wonderful progress was demonstrated in the Year 4 

guitar concert. Any Year 4 children who wish to continue to play next year can return the ‘play 

on’ slip at the bottom of the letter sent home.  

We were lucky to have great weather for our 

annual Sports Day. All children took part and 

tried their best. The morning concluded with the 

Black and White teams coming joint third, the 

Yellow team coming a close second and the Red 

team finishing with a huge points total to come 

first. 

Year 4 also had sporting success coming second in 

the Lowestoft Schools’ Athletic Tournament. 

They had lots of wins across the events; both boys 

and girls won their relay races, Logan Bryant won 

the boys throwing event, demonstrating he can 

throw further than most adults, and George Clark 

and Jessica Archard won the sprints. As a result, 

the whole team came away sporting one or more 

medals.  

This has been a great term for Science. All year groups have had visits from the RSPB, who 

taught the children about classification and took them on a bug hunt within the school grounds. 

In addition, we had an exciting Science Day focusing on the theme ‘changes’. 

All of the staff in Lower Key Stage 2 would like to wish you all a relaxing, happy, fun filled 

Summer. Stay safe. We will see you all in September. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



It has been another busy half term in Years 5 and 6. As our America topic has drawn to a 

close, we have celebrated American Independence Day by having a themed day. The pupils took 

part in a quiz, made paper lanterns, made landmarks out of art/construction materials, created 

their own cheerleading routines, had a snack at an American Diner and played baseball. By far 

the most popular activity though was a dance session with the ‘Jive Bunnies’ who taught the 

children the ‘Texan Two-Step’ and a Jive dance. It was excellent. The children all performed 

to each other at the end of the day and it was a great success! 

Another special day this term has been our Science day. The children in Years 5 and 6 took 

part in a themed day all about ‘changes’. One activity focused on ‘rainbows’. We considered 

both the scientific and mythical backgrounds to the formation of a rainbow. We made up 

rhymes in order that we remembered the colours of the rainbow and we completed 

experiments involving the dispersal of colours. We also created our own colour wheels in the 

hope of combining the colours to form white light.  

As part of many leavers’ events, Year 6 pupils put on a Summer production, unfortunately their 

very last at Woods Loke. Their leavers play was FANTASTIC! Every child took part and played 

an important role in showing parents an insight into what they have been doing at school for 

the past few years! There were many laughs throughout and a few tears as they sang their 

final farewell song. Many parents commented on how they felt it was the best production they 

had seen at Woods Loke!  

Year 6 also had a leavers disco to attend in their final week at Woods Loke. We had arranged 

a special disco for them, which included a food and juice cocktails, plus a leaver’s lunch involved 

every Year 6 pupil eating their last school meal at Woods Loke! The children designed 

placemats and enjoyed a yummy three-course meal- served by the staff! 

During the final weeks of the Summer Term we received the Year 6 SATs results. We are 

extremely pleased with the results. The numerous booster groups, interventions, homework, 

extensive planning and marking and the after-school revision groups have paid off! It was a 

good reflection of the pupils’ determination, confidence and hard work. We couldn’t be prouder!  

Throughout the Summer term there were lots of transition to high school activities that took 

place. We worked with six different high schools to ensure every child had a smooth transition.  

The very last day of term was a difficult one. It was very emotional to say good bye to the 

year 6 pupils. We had built a special bond with the children but knew they were ready to move 

onto the next chapter of the lives and shine in their new schools.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Mrs Julings has worked with some pupils this term using the Catch Up Reading Intervention 

programme and she has demonstrated some of her work to some parents. If you have attended 

any of these sessions, we would be very grateful to hear your feedback to help us to plan 

similar sessions in the future. 
Teachers have met together to share information, strategies and intervention details, to 

ensure your child’s needs, including any specific SEN needs, are passed on to the new teacher. 

This will help to support a smooth transition into their new year group. 

All SEN information and records have been transferred to the new teacher, or in the case of 

Year 6 pupils, the information has been transferred to the relevant High School. 

Mrs Julings and Mrs Goddard have recently completed a 5-week Dyslexia training course and 

will be sharing some of this training to all of our teaching assistants at the beginning of the 

autumn term. This training will include sharing strategies for helping to improve reading, 

spelling, and working memory difficulties. Classroom resources will also be shared. 

If your child has an Individual Education Plan or an Individual Behaviour Plan in place, you will 

have been given a copy of the reviewed document and a copy of the new plan with new targets 

set. Please sign and return these documents to your child’s current class teacher by Friday 

at the latest – Thank you 

We have had a fantastic year of coding in the school. All of Key Stage Two have had the 

opportunity to learn how to use crumble bots and programme them to do many different things, 

including tracking a line and flashing different colours! Our digital leaders have been very busy, 

they have completed their e-safety child net training and plan to run an assembly to their 

friends next year. They have also had the opportunity to learn how to code a new programme 

called CoSpace Rescue and have attended the regional final competition at the BT Centre in 

Ipswich. We have taken a number of children to the 

BT centre this year, including a group of girls from 

year 5 and 6 to learn how coding can be used in the 

real world. We saw many amazing things, including 

Virtual Reality and 3D Printers! Recently some of our 

year 2s have had the opportunity to be part of a 

podcast club where they have created their very own 

podcast! This will soon be available to listen to on our 

school website. Looking forward to next year, we are 

very excited to be working more closely with BT and 

attending sessions which will be hosted by our school. 

 
 

 
 



There are plenty of local activities taking place throughout the summer holidays, many of which 

are free to attend. We have included dates below for your reference, but more detailed 

information is available on the Lowestoft Rising website: www.lowestoftrising.co.uk  

 Lowestoft Summer Festival fun days – 22nd and 23rd July 

 Cambridge Science Centre workshops at St. Mary’s Primary School – 22nd-25th July 

 Beach activities – every Tuesday and Thursday from 25th July-24th August 

 Free activities at the Marina Theatre Café: 

 Magic with Josh Pickering - 1st August 

 Music with Tim Hughes - 8th August 

 Storytelling with Simon Bridge - 15th August 

 Board games with Abbie Moore - 22nd August 

 Activities at the Seagull Theatre 

 Children’s classic films – every Thursday from 27th July 

 Andy’s Fun Hour – 26th July 

 Shadow puppet workshop – 11th August 

 Performance of ‘The Ugly Duckling’ – 12th August 

 Mini-Monsters Roadshow – 16th August 

 The Lowestoft Museum and Maritime Museum will both be open throughout the summer 

 ‘Find Freddie the Fish’ trail in Lowestoft – 30th July-3rd September 

Many thanks to those of you who have made comments and suggestions to us throughout the 

year. We take all your comments on board and these can often lead to changes. For example, 

many of you asked for the introduction of summer dresses, which after a successful trial, will 

now be part of the school’s summer uniform (to be worn in the summer term only!) 

Something else many of you have asked for is advanced notice of key school events such as 

parents’ evening and sports days. These dates have now been planned for the whole of the next 

academic year and will be shared with parents in September, giving you plenty of notice. 

So please do keep talking to us – we do listen, and it does make a difference. 

  
 

 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mr. Axon are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful and restful summer 

break. We look forward to seeing you return, refreshed and 

ready to learn on 6th September… 

http://www.lowestoftrising.co.uk/

