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At the start of the year we told you about our plans to revamp and improve our library provision 

in school. Previously, our library books were crammed into a small space, cluttered with tables 

and chairs that made it very difficult to access the books; it certainly wasn’t a space that 

encouraged you to spend time developing a love of reading! Over the past few months however, 

things have changed dramatically. Led by Mrs Merrill, a dedicated team of staff and parent 

volunteers have transformed the area. Our library now comprises of two rooms, carpeted and 

decorated, complete with new furniture. The books have all been sorted and catalogued and 

are accessible in a quiet and spacious environment. A larger, adjoining room contains work 

tables, a cosy reading corner complete with cushions and bean bag seats, and a number of 

computers so that children are able to carry out research and information gathering. There 

are a variety of new displays celebrating the joy of reading, including children’s book reviews 

and recommendations from across the school. We now have a regular team of volunteers to 

help man the library during the day so that it is open for children to use as often as possible. 

The whole space sets out a clear message that a love of reading is both valued and vitally 

important to everybody at our school. Of course, such a mammoth undertaking would not have 

been possible without the hard work and dedication of our brilliant library team. We’d like to 

say a huge ‘thank you’ to everybody who has contributed – your efforts are greatly appreciated 

and you’ve made a real difference to all our children. 

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2017 

I always feel that the Spring term is the time of year when the most learning takes place 

in school. There are no whole school events such as Christmas productions or sports days, 

the children are settled and established in their classes and they are able to really 

concentrate on the important business of learning. Walking around the school and visiting 

classrooms over the past few weeks has confirmed that; there is a real sense of purpose 

and concentration in our classrooms, something that has been commented on by a number 

of visitors. In the last newsletter I introduced our new ‘Woods Loke Learners’ set of 

learning behaviours and the children have really taken this on board. I’ve seen lots of 

children ready to learn, working in different ways, never giving up, and reflecting on their 

learning, and this is really beginning to embed a calm learning atmosphere across the school, 

helping all our children to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE. In the meantime, I’d like to wish 

you all a peaceful and restful Easter break, and I look forward to seeing you all again after 

the holidays. 

 



 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



WOW what an amazing half term we have had! We have learnt lots of wonderful new things 

and we even had a dinosaur visit our EYFS provision. It even left 3 dinosaur eggs! The eggs 

were placed in water and over a 4-day period they hatched into baby dinosaurs! The children 

really enjoyed having our special guests and we were able to further enhance the children’s 

learning experience by offering a range of follow-up activities.   

We have been reading lots of traditional tales which included ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and the 

‘Harry and the Dinosaurs’ series.  The children were really inspired by these stories with some 

children then producing their own story book.  

For Mother’s Day the children wrote a poem to their mum/special person and each child also 

produced a lovely Mother’s Day card. The children then shared what they did for their 

mum/special person on Mother’s Day after this special day.  

As its now spring time the children have been learning about 

‘growing’. Each child planted a seed and watched it germinate over 

a 2-week period. The children then took their plant home so it 

could be planted in their garden.  

In maths the children in Reception have been working hard on 

number recognition, particularly focusing on 11-20. They have also 

started to calculate doubling and halving numbers using objects to 

support their learning.  In Nursery we have been focusing on 

measuring and introducing the use of rulers as a measuring tool. 

We are continually focusing on developing the children’s curiosity and problem solving skills and 

this half term has been no different. We provided lots of equipment in the outside water tray 

area which led to some high quality conversations. The child had to solve a range of tricky 

problems involving moving boats from one tray to another without picking them up!  The 

children were really enthused with this latest challenge and worked well together as a team 

with trying out different methods to achieve this.  

Nursery have enjoyed building an igloo this half term using all of the milk bottle kindly donated. 

Once built they decided they would like to use it as a space ship! Our role play was turned into 

space and the children have learnt a lot about the different planets and astronauts. Nursery 

have also been very lucky to have a visit from the Fire Service this half term due to their 

interest in Firemen and putting out fires! We were lucky enough to sit inside the fire engine 

and also use the hose! We learnt a lot about fire safety and the importance of a smoke detector 

in our homes. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Next half term we are focusing on the author Eric 

Carle. We will read the story ‘The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar’ learning about the importance of 

healthy eating and the life cycle of a butterfly. 

We are also going to learn about ‘The Bad 

Tempered Ladybird’ and go on our very own mini-

beast hunt to see if we can find ladybirds and 

other insects.  

Nursery will be taking part in a 6-week nature 

programme every Monday morning with 

Butterflies of Britain, learning about different creepy crawlies and enhancing our garden areas 

to promote wildlife. We may even have our own caterpillars to observe and see the changes 

over time! 

Reception are going to research their favourite mini-beasts using the computers and non-

fiction books. We will continue to develop our writing skills by writing sentences using our 

phonic knowledge, concentrating on correct letter formation. We will also be remembering to 

use capital letters, full stops and finger spaces in our work. In maths, we will continue to 

practice our numbers to 20 and learn about subtraction and sharing. We will also learn about 

time, including the days of the week and using a clock. We will use everyday language to talk 

about size and capacity as well.  

In Nursery we will continue with our phase 2 phonics with a focus on blending and segmenting 

CVC words. In reception we will be moving on to Phase 4 in Phonics. 

As we draw to the end of the Spring term there is a 

lot to write about. 
We had a great day cooking and tasting pancakes and 

the children produced some lovely written work 

evaluating their products. A big ‘thank you’ to Mrs 

Shilling and the team of parents who volunteered to 

help. It made for a very successful and smooth day.  

World Book Day was another good day with many, many 

fantastic costumes of characters. It was really inspiring to see the enthusiasm the children 

had for reading and sharing their books. Again, thank you for support from home. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



A fantastic achievement that has to be applauded is the 

success of our Skittle Ball team who competed in a 

tournament at Denes High School. They came a commendable 

third, BUT, as our Year 3s were unable to attend, Year 2 

children stepped up to the mark and took on Year 3 teams 

from other schools which made the result even more 

impressive! 

Our topic of ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ has been a good learning journey with the children finding 

out about significant explorers. There have been a lot of opportunities for cross curricular 

learning with links to science, geography and art, as well as computing, to carry out research. 

In addition to this there have been a lot of scientific work going on, 

with Year 1 developing observation and recording skills as they 

investigated how their sea creatures changed when soaked in water. 

Year 2 have been studying food chains and habitats. They set up a 

Choice Chamber to see which habitat meal worms might prefer. 

Next term we will be enjoying the improving weather by doing lots of outside PE (so please 

ensure children have suitable PE footwear), and a topic linked to the sunshine and holiday mood 

titled ‘Oh We Do Like to Be Beside the Sea.’ 

An exciting trip linked to this is planned on July 11th (Year2) and 12th (Year1) so watch out for 

more details… 

The children have had a fun term and are now ready for a well-deserved Easter break. They 

have had the opportunity to further their leaning this half term, looking at the planet in 

greater detail. They first looked at how the planet is split into biomes and vegetation belts; 

studying the contrast between them. Then they researched the effect of lack of water and 

how global warming is changing our planet’s weather. Finally, the children have been fascinated 

to learn about their own carbon footprint and what they can do to help reduce their production 

of carbon dioxide.  

It has been great seeing the arrival of many creative and delightful Home Learning Projects. 

All Lower Key Stage 2 staff would like to thank the children for their efforts, and of course, 

the adults who assisted them in their learning. 

We have continued to link our learning through this topic by taking the children’s knowledge 

of nature and applying this to Art and Design Technology. The children have modelled with 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



different materials; making human figures from old tin foil and trees from manipulating paper 

in different ways. In addition, they also looked at shadow and how these can be cast, then 

sketched from the different models they have made.  

In English, Year 3 have researched lots of different topics and used this 

information to create their own reports; they then developed these skills 

further by reading a range of text types, producing book reports. Finally, the 

children looked at the work of Shel Silverstein, a famous writer and poet.  

Year 4 have focused on describing action in their writing. They used action 

packed illustrations and comic strips to inspire them 

to use wonderful vocabulary and descriptive tools to 

paint a picture in the reader’s mind. They then moved onto poetry; 

looking at how to recite it with excitement then how to structure and 

create specific poems, such as Haikus. 

St Felix provided the opportunity for children from Year 3 and above 

to enter a schools’ Cross Country competition. All children loved the 

opportunity to take part and enjoyed competing against other schools. 

Year 4 children had a good result, with Erin Hunt and George Clarke 

placing second in their races. Well done to all who entered! 

This half term, Years 5 and 6 have continued their topic about ‘The Victorians’. In particular, 

we have been learning about Queen Victoria, Victorian Seaside Holidays, Workhouse Food and 

Toys and Games played by children during this period. 

We also had the fantastic opportunity to enhance our topic by visiting Gressenhall. All the 

Year 5 and 6 pupils and staff travelled back in time to experience the Victorian times for 

themselves. This recount, written by Ryley Pearson (Year 6), details the special event; 

‘When we arrived at Gressenhall, we were met by a Detective 

outside. We followed him through to a yard and into a church 

where he told us there had been a crime against Annie Rudd. 

There were four suspects: Elizabeth Kettle, Mr Bradfield, 

Cookie and Tom Pye. We were told, by the Detective, to 

investigate what they thought of Annie Rudd. 

The first activity was with Tom Pye. He showed us the ‘Porter Gate’ where he would let you in 

if you had a ticket (which you could get from the Receiving Officer). Then we went to the 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



‘Workhouse’ where we saw a coffin. We were taken to the ‘Play-yard’ where children would 

scratch their initials into a wall. We searched the wall and I found a British flag and someone’s 

initials. 

After the Workhouse, we were with Mr Bradfield for the next activity. We were taken into 

the school. We couldn’t talk, we had to sit up and keep our hands on the table at all times! I 

thought this was very strict. We had to do some calculations then learn a song about 

Christopher Columbus. Next we learnt about different countries and we ended our session by 

cheering for Queen Victoria! When we left the school, we had to march back to the church 

for lunch. 

The next activity was with the Detective. He showed us the clothes Annie Rudd was wearing 

when she came into the Workhouse. She had: white gloves, shawl and waist suspender. We 

guessed she must have been very rich because she was carrying books and could read and write. 

She also had posh clothes! We were taken to see clues at the crime scene. The evidence 

included: a bottle containing antiseptic, some notes and a newspaper which had a picture of a 

woman who looked just like ‘Cookie’. We met Cookie at the kitchen, she made us some ‘drop-

scones’ which were delicious! 

Then we went to see ‘Kettle’, the laundry woman. She showed us a drying machine, used by the 

Victorians to dry clothes. It ran on coal. We were shown tools used to clean the clothes and 

the special ‘Carbolic Soap’ used to wash the clothes. At this point, Kettle showed us the 

‘Rollers’, used to remove the water from the clothes. She explained that Annie Rudd got her 

hair stuck in the machine. All of a sudden, the lights flickered- I thought the place was 

haunted! 

After the lights flickered, we returned to the church to find out 

who had killed Annie Rudd…We talked about the evidence we had 

discovered about the suspects. Once we had discussed the evidence, 

the criminal was revealed! It was ‘Cookie’- she had killed Annie Rudd 

with a candle holder. Cookie was sent to the workhouse dungeon.  

I really enjoyed our trip to Gressenhall. It gave us a chance to learn even more about the 

Victorians. I hope to go back again with my Parents to have another look at everything there!’ 

Alongside our successful Gressenhall trip, the Year 5 and 6 pupils have taken part in many 

sports tournaments this half-term. In particular, we have had great achievements in football 

and basketball. In football, the Year 5 Boys Team and Year 5 Girls Team won the Northern 

Area 7-a-side tournaments scoring 48 goals and conceding only one goal in total! In Year 6, the 

Mixed Basketball Team won the Area tournament scoring 20 baskets and again only conceding 

one! At the Lowestoft and Beccles Regional final, the team won all 3 games, scoring 11 baskets 

and conceding 0! This achievement lead to the team reaching the County finals. Here, the 

Woods Loke team finished 7th overall in the County! What a result!  

In all the sporting tournaments this half-term, the pupils have clearly played extremely well, 

representing our school brilliantly on the pitch and showing great sporting attitudes too. Well 

done to them all! 



Our School Council have been very busy recently, discussing ways in which all our pupils can get 

involved in making our school better. They have been consulting their classes on ideas for 

improving playtimes, as well as gathering suggestions for raising money for the school. The 

children are very keen to get involved in ‘Kids for Books’ which, as its name suggests, is an 

initiative designed to improve reading provision in schools – something which ties in well with 

our new library of course. They are also keen to fund raise and get involved with both National 

and local charities such as ‘Race for Life’ and ‘Clean Up Lowestoft’. So, as you can see, our 

children are really relishing the opportunity to have a real say in the development of their 

school, as well as becoming more aware of their responsibilities as members of their local 

community.  

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mr. Axon are alternative DSLs). 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 

 


