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A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who completed one of our recent parent questionnaires. We 

received 95 responses and the full results are printed on the next page. However, some of the 

highlights include: 

 All of our children feel happy, safe and well looked after in school 

 Everybody agreed that their children are taught well, which is a big increase from last 

year, and that their children make good progress 

 None of you felt that the school didn’t respond to any concerns, which is something we 

were very pleased to hear 

 PE and sport, our new lunchtime activities, and this newsletter were very popular 

 All of you felt that Woods Loke is a good school 

Equally, the results and the comments have given us some areas that we need to think about 

and improve, and I can assure you that we will be doing just that and we’ll let you know about 

any changes in the near future. So ‘thank you’ once again – keep telling us how we can improve, 

we’ll keep listening, and together we can help our school go from strength to strength. 

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2017 

Well, Christmas has certainly hit Woods Loke this week! The festive season seems to get 

underway earlier and earlier each year and it can be easy for schools to get carried away 

and start planning Christmas activities in October. However, we made a conscious decision 

this year to restrict our Christmas events to the last week and half of term, thereby 

ensuring that valuable learning time wasn’t wasted, while at the same time continuing to 

celebrate the season of goodwill. Of course, that has meant that this last week has been 

packed with parties, concerts, Nativities, cards, decorations and Christmas dinners, 

together with some tired children and staff! However, great fun has been had by all and I 

hope you’ve enjoyed watching the children perform; not only does it make them really proud, 

it’s also great for building their confidence, performing to different audiences. That’s one 

of the reasons we introduced our sharing assemblies this year and it’s been lovely to see 

the children grow in confidence as they get used to talking in front of parents and other 

classes – just one small aspect of our commitment to providing a broad and well-rounded 

educational experience to all our children. 

I hope everybody has a fantastic Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all return in 

January, refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into the new year… 

 



 

Ofsted Questions: Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Don’t 
Know 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

My child is happy at this school 
 64 30 1   
My child feels safe at this school 
 74 21    
My child makes good progress at this school 
 59 32 4   
My child is well looked after at this school 
 59 31 4 1  
My child is taught well at this school 
 59 36    
My child receives appropriate homework for their age 
 27 44 14 10  
This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 
 40 42 11 2  
This school deals effectively with bullying 
 17 29 49   
This school is well led and managed 
 48 44 2 1  
This school responds well to any concerns I raise 
 41 43 11   
I receive valuable information from the school about my 
child’s progress 40 42 7 6  
 
Would you recommend this school to another parent? 
 

Yes 

94 
No 

1 
 

School Questions: Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Don’t 
Know 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

I find the school newsletter interesting and informative 
 42 51 2   
I find the school website useful and informative 
 33 47 13 2  
My child likes the additional lunchtime opportunities eg 
the library and sports hall 40 27 25 3  
The school offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities such as trips/clubs 31 40 12 11 1 
The school plays a strong part in the local community 
 19 39 33 4  
PE and sport is an important part of school life and 
children’s education 52 40 2 1  
The Governors make a valuable contribution to this 
school 14 23 57  1 
The school promotes a caring and inclusive ethos 
 43 42 10   
The children receive a well-rounded education which 
includes music and the arts 39 44 11 1  
This is a good school 
 

65 29 1   

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Nursery have had a fantastic half term and they have all been working very hard. We began 

the half term by inviting Mr Sparks and Mr Crawley to come to tea. We wrote our own 

invitations and then made a selection of sandwiches for them to eat. During their visit the 

children decided to ask lots of questions; we discovered Mr Sparks’ favourite animal is a cat!  
The children have enjoyed reading the story ‘Lost and Found’ 

about a little boy who befriends a penguin. This led us to go 

on a penguin hunt around the school, unfortunately all the 

penguins were hiding that day! We also investigated ice, after 

discovering beat baby had become frozen; the children had a 

very good idea of putting him on the radiator so that the ice 

would melt. 

This half term for maths we have had a focus on size and using language linked to this. We 

worked out who was the tallest and shortest in the class. We then wanted to work out who was 

the tallest adult in the school, the children chose to draw around Mr Crawley and Mr Sparks. 

They discovered that Mr Crawley was the tallest. 

Finally, the children have all worked really hard this half term practising for the ‘Wriggly 

Nativity’. I think all those who watched will agree that the children were fantastic and 

thoroughly enjoyed performing for you. Thank you for all your support throughout the nativity. 

Reception have also had a great half term and are now well into the swing of being in “big 

school”. They have been working very hard on their phonics and we would like to thank you for 

your support with completing their weekly homework and reading the books that are sent home. 

Thanks also to everyone who came to our “Hot Chocolate Evening”. It was great to see the 

children snuggling up with their grown-ups to share books and enjoy drinks and biscuits! 

Our books this half term have been “Winnie the Witch”, “Red Riding Hood” and “Lost and 

Found”, about a little boy and a penguin who are best friends. These led us into exciting 

activities such as making fizzing magic potions, finding out about different places that people 

live and making model homes in our creative corner.  

Of course, Christmas has been a major theme over the last few weeks and the children loved 

learning songs and acting in our Nativity Play. Those of you who saw it will no doubt agree that 

they all did a brilliant job of performing for you!  Thanks for your support in getting ready for 

this – their costumes were really lovely and they felt very special dressed up as characters 

from the Christmas story. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



As our first term draws to a close with the excitement of Christmas, (though we have saved 

lots for the last week!) it is impressive to see how much Year 1 and 2 have achieved already. 

Year 1 are now settled into the new phase and Year 2 are working well as Woods Loke Learners’ 

ready to learn’ and ‘never giving up’ even with the demands of the Year 2 expectations. Here 

are just a few of the children’s achievements from the last few weeks: 
Year 2 have found out what it might be like to be a palaeontologist by 

excavating fossils, well chocolate chips from cookies, but still requiring 

skill and patience. The enthusiasm has spilled out into playtimes where 

there have been some exciting excavations! As well, they have been 

creating some impressive dinosaur landscape art work building on the 

style of Henri Rosseau’s picture ‘Tiger in the Jungle’. Everyone has been 

really engaged by producing Dinosaur information booklets which has 

combined literacy, computing and art skills.  

Another highlight for Year 2 was the computing day. We were lucky to have visitors from BT 

at Astral Park spend the day with us developing coding skills. It was impressive to see how 

much progress children made and their enthusiasm using ‘Scratch Junior’. This app is free to 

download and many children have been sharing how they have continued and developed what 

they did on the day. 

Year 1 had a lot of fun producing Dinosaur sculptures using clay and 

there were some impressive models, many with great detail. They have 

also enjoyed being engineers, building with the technology sets which 

we have been able to purchase with sponsorship from the Royal 

Engineering Society. The children were very engaged in fun science, drawing round and labelling 

bodies, with children showing some impressive use of technical language. They have also been 

reading the book ‘Dear Dinosaur’ and from this have all been writing their own letters, using 

statements and questions. All the children have been working towards becoming more 

independent now that they have had some time to settle into whole class routines. 

Our final week has been packed with festive activities and lots of glitter. Our Christmas party 

on the last afternoon being a great (if somewhat noisy!) way to finish the term ready for a 

well-earned holiday for children and staff alike. 

Key Stage One staff would like to wish everyone a restful break and we look forward with 

excitement to everyone’s achievements in the new year. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a wonderful term with lots of action packed events. This half of the term has 

seen a shift in focus from who the Ancient Egyptians were, to how we know so much about 

them and the Egyptologists who searched for lost treasures.   
It was great seeing the arrival of many creative and delightful Home Learning Projects. All 

Lower Key Stage 2 staff would like to thank the children for their effort and the adults who 

assisted them in their learning.  

Our Ancient Egypt Day was a great success, with the children learning about Ancient Egyptian 

society and the gruesome process of mummification. Both children and adults alike enjoyed 

the opportunity to learn, while in period dress, playing traditional games and seeing real 

artefacts. The highlight for many of the children was the re-enactment of the death of a 

pharaoh (Freddie – 4JW), followed by his mummification (Freddie was not harmed). Staff 

would like to take this opportunity to thank families for contributing to the cost of this 

amazing day.  

Year 4 has seen sporting success at the local schools’ Hockey Tournament, placing a very close 

second. They played extremely well through the first matches and had some hard games. It 

was touch and go when the team lost one of its key players, Joe, and they were faced with 

Roman Hill; but they pulled through in the final moments. The final saw Woods Loke face 

Gunton Primary. Both teams played furiously, however Gunton were able to get that extra goal, 

with the final score being 2:3 to Gunton. There’s always next year! 

After Christmas, the Spring Term will see a slight change to how we approach topics in Lower 

Key Stage 2. Years 3 and 4 will be studying different topics and they will run over a shorter 

period; this is to try and spark and sustain the children’s interest. Year 3 will be kicking off 

studying ‘Extreme Weather’ and Year 4 ‘TV/Film Production’. We will keep you informed of 

topic changes via the Year 3/4 page on our school website.  

All Year 3/4 staff would like to wish you a merry and safe Christmas and all the best for the 

new year! 

 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



This half term the pupils and staff in Years 5 and 6 have travelled back in time to The Stone 

Age, The Bronze Age and The Iron Age. We began our topic with a focus on what we mean by 

‘prehistory’ and how the Stone Age is divided into the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic eras. 

We created fact files, cave paintings, clay artefacts and learnt about food and the culture in 

these eras.  

Year 5 had the opportunity to take part in a local history and poetry project. The Poetry 

People, led by local poet Dean Parkin, took pupils on a journey back in time to understand the 

maritime history of Lowestoft. The project was centred around the Grit; the fishing village 

that once stood underneath much of the Birds Eye site we have today. In the first workshop 

pupils learnt about what life in the Grit was like and how it was intrinsically linked with the 

history of the fishing industry in the town. They used this knowledge to produce a series of 

poems about what life was like there. The second workshop took place at the Lowestoft 

Maritime Museum where the local volunteers showed them the rich history of the town. Pupils 

saw real items and replicas of tools and equipment that would have 

been used by those who lived in the Grit. In the last workshop 

pupils used this wide breadth of knowledge to create more poems 

about the history of the town. Now all of their ideas, along with 

those of the other schools who partook in the project, will be used 

to create an installation in the Lowestoft Maritime museum.  

Crucial Crew: Reported by Lewis Jones and Riley Brown (Year 6) 

Year 6 went on a school trip to Crucial Crew to learn about keeping safe in daily life. There 

were firemen, paramedics, police, lifeguards and videos to keep safe.  

Possibly everyone’s favourite activity was the dangers in the bedroom like a hair dryer etc. 

Next there was some smoke in the room to pretend there was a real fire and we had to crawl 

on our hands and knees to get out. We had to shout and bang on the floor so the fireman could 

hear us. The fireman came to our rescue! Later we learnt about electricity. Did you know 

electricity can travel 7 times 

around the world in 1 second; the 

speed of light!  

We all loved the trip to Crucial 

Crew and talked about it the 

whole way back. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



SEN Team - Our SEN team work closely with other agencies, to support the learning of some 

of our pupils, across all Key Stages.  
We have Speech and Language therapists who come in to school to observe and assess pupils 

and they advise our SEN teaching assistants on using specific strategies and techniques, with 

a focus on addressing and improving specific speech sound difficulties. 

The SEN team also work with the County Inclusive Support Service (CISS), who offer advice 

and guidance to support pupils with a range of social and emotional needs. Our SEN team liaises 

with the CISS team, class teachers and teaching assistants, to set up strategies, to help our 

pupils to access their learning in a personalised way.  

We also work with the Dyslexia Outreach team who provide us with various strategies and 

resource ideas to improve reading and spelling for specific pupils in KS2. This term their work 

has focussed on recognising syllables in words and breaking down words to read and spell. We 

have also bought ACE dictionaries to be used in school in KS2. Mrs Julings has worked with 

groups of pupils in KS2 and their teaching assistants, to train them to use this unique index 

system in the ACE dictionary, as pupils need to only think how a word sounds to find out how 

to spell it. By simply identifying the first vowel sound, the speller is sent instantly to the page 

where the problem word is found. The easy-to-use reference system encourages them to use 

more interesting words in their writing. The dictionary includes over 20,000 words, a 

comprehensive list of commonly misspelt words and further learning strategies for spelling. 

Mrs Julings has also led 1:1 sessions with some parents of children who receive additional 

reading support in school and she has demonstrated the strategies we use in school to help 

support parents when reading with their child at home. The feedback received from these 

sessions has been very positive, so we hope to plan further reading sessions for parents in the 

new year. 

Pastoral Team – Mrs Paisley and Mrs Adams are currently reviewing the social and emotional 

intervention groups that have taken place across the school this term and will adjust the 

groups, if required, for the start of the spring term. You will be contacted individually if your 

child is added to any of these groups. 

We are also working with staff from the YMCA, who will be coming into school weekly for the 

spring term, to offer social and emotional group sessions for some pupils in KS1 and KS2. If a 

child has been chosen for this work, the parents of the pupils involved in this project will be 

contacted individually. The aim of these sessions is to raise self-esteem and build confidence. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



We are proud to announce that our school is going to become a 

Heritage School. Heritage Schools is a programme run by the 

Department for Education and Historic England (formally part of 

English Heritage). This status shows our commitment to teaching pupils about their local 

heritage and developing our history curriculum around it. The programme aims to help pupils 

develop a sense of pride in where they live and understand their local heritage and how this 

fits into the national story. It enables us as a school to work with a member of Historic England 

to develop our history curriculum around our local history here in Lowestoft.  

This programme has close links with the local Lowestoft Rising project, a local programme to 

link together education providers, culture and arts groups, and local resources (such as the 

library and local museums). Through these links we have already been able to partake in a local 

arts and history project, with The Poetry People, led by local poet Dean Parkin. Many year 5 

pupils were able to partake in this project focused on the history of The Grit fishing village. 

This involved two workshops in school and a trip to the Lowestoft Maritime Museum which was 

predominantly funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Through our links with Heritage Schools 

and Lowestoft rising we hope to offer more projects around local culture and arts in the 

future. (Miss Parnell – History Coordinator) 

  

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 
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