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Those of you who attended our recent ‘Meet the Headteacher’ sessions will have heard me 

talk about a vision for the school. The vision is a vitally important document that sets out 

what kind of school we want to be. It should be something that we work towards in 

everything that we do. We have gathered the views of staff, parents and pupils and created 

the following vision document. This is what we all want our school to be and this is the 

common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can 

be 

A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, 

inspired by a dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, 

creativity and curiosity 

A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, 

encourage and support all who learn here 

A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and 

our community to promote a life-long love of learning 

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2016 

Welcome to our new whole school newsletter. We hope that this will become a place 

where you can find out about all the exciting things that are happening here in school, not 

only in each individual Key Stage, but also some of the events and initiatives that are 

happening across the whole school. We’re intending the newsletter to be both a 

celebration of this half term and also a look ahead to the next – we hope you enjoy it. 

So why the title ‘LEARN, ASPIRE, ACHIEVE’? Well, we have been working on developing 

our whole school vision and we wanted to create a ‘strapline’ that would show exactly what 

Woods Loke Primary School stands for, and we think ‘Learn, Aspire, Achieve’ does just 

that. Learning is our core business, we all aspire to be the best we can be, and high 

standards of achievement is our ultimate aim. You’ll start to see this strapline becoming 

more prominent over the coming weeks and we hope it will soon become synonymous with 

everything the school does. 



We’re very excited to announce the launch of our brand new school website! We’ve been hard 

at work over the past few weeks redesigning and refreshing our online provision. Our 

intention was to create something colourful, informative and easy to use, which gives a real 

flavour of life at our school. We hope it’s a site that will appeal to new visitors looking to find 

out about us, but also for our current parents to keep up to date with everything that’s 

happening. We intend to keep it regularly updated so there’s always something new to look at. 

Please log on to www.woodsloke.suffolk.sch.uk and tell us what you think. 

A selection of keen computing students from 

years 4, 5 and 6 spent a brilliant day at BT's research facility at Adastral Park, Ipswich on 

the 12th October learning how to program Crumblebots, a small programmable robot which 

can be programmed to perform many tasks via a computer-based coding interface.  Hosted in 

BT's state of the art exhibition hall, which played host to Professor Stephen Hawking just a 

week before our arrival, the children quickly began learning to program the Crumbles and 

inside an hour had them performing various simple tasks. We then progressed to using the 

line sensors built into the robot to enable it to track a black line and drive itself around a 

marked course. From that point the gauntlet was thrown down and we programmed our 

Crumbles to take part in a challenge against the other schools present. A brilliant day was 

enjoyed by all, and as a result, Miss Taylor and Mr Graham have agreed to hold a Crumble 

club after school to allow the students to practice their skills and hopefully take part in 

future competitions being organised by BT in the Summer Term. We plan to make this 

initially available to the children who came on the course, plus our Digital Leaders but hope to 

throw it open to more children in due course. This will be in addition to the online coding club 

that Miss Taylor already runs on a Thursday lunchtime for digital leaders, and our hope is 

this group of children will be able to cascade their new knowledge across the entire school 

enabling the children to make good use of the 15 Crumbles purchased by the school. (Mr 

Graham) 

 
One of our key improvement initiatives for 

this year is to revamp our library provision. 

We’re intending to expand the current 

room and give the whole area a fresh new 

look. We want the library to celebrate a 

love of reading and be a space that 

children (and adults) want to spend time in. 

We’ll be making a start over half term and 

then developing things throughout the 

year, so watch this space…! 

 

http://www.woodsloke.suffolk.sch.uk/


The topic that the children have been learning about this 

half term has been ’This is Me’. The children have had 

lots of fun learning about themselves and each other. We 

have talked about our local school community and the 

importance of being good citizens. We have learnt about 

our 5 senses and the role and importance of each of 

them. We have developed this further by undertaking a 

range of tasks, such as the ‘smelly eggs’ and feely boxes 

where the children used their senses to identify a range 

of smells and objects. We have also learnt about our 

skeletons and the importance of healthy eating. The 

children have improved their knowledge of the school 

site and have been very busy working around the whole of 

the school grounds. Developing the children’s 

independence, listening and attention skills has been a 

key priority this half term too. Now all the children are able to carry out a range of tasks 

unaided in a safe and secure way. The children have worked very hard with their Letters & 

Sounds Phase 2 Phonics and have just about completed this phase. Most children can now 

identify individual letter phonemes and are beginning to blend some of these together to 

read some words. The children are also using their improved phonic knowledge to begin to 

write words, phrases and in some cases short sentences to communicate their thoughts and 

ideas. In Maths, the children have been focusing on number recognition, counting objects 

accurately and learning 2D shapes. 

Next half term the children will be learning about festivals and celebrations from around the 

world. We will be finding out about how people around the 

world celebrate events, as well as how special events are 

celebrated by our friends and families. The children will 

be making Christmas collages, paintings and pictures using 

different forms of media in their everyday art work. 

They will be cooking a range of Christmas tree and 

snowman biscuits and they’ll also be making personalised 

decorations using homemade salt dough. The children will 

be rehearsing a Christmas nativity production and will be 

performing it to parents during December. This is always 

a wonderful event and a fabulous learning opportunity for 

the children to showcase their singing and performing 

talents. The children will be moving on to Letters & 

Sounds Phase 3 phonics which is when we usually see the 

children’s independent reading skills really start to 

progress.  

 



Everyone has made a great start to the year, getting to know their new classes and routines, 

children and teacher alike. The weather has been kind to us so the children have been able to 

be on the field at lunchtime and for PE as much as possible. 

Traditional Tales have been the focus of our English lessons across the Key Stage. Children 

have been looking at a variety of stories and our work has been based around them. 

Year 1 have been taking part in interactive lessons developing their descriptive writing by 

using real objects to touch, feel and smell before writing about The Enormous Turnip. 

Year 2 have been developing their skills in role as characters from Little Red Riding Hood. 

They impressed Mr Crawley (also in role as X Factor judge Louie Walsh!) with their 

performances. 

Our topic this term is Castles. 

The children have been inspired by our lovely castle for role play in the activity area, so a big 

‘thank you’ to the Year 1 teachers for building this. 

There has been lots of activity making 3D castles using a variety of materials and many of 

these will be up on display for all to admire. Thank you to those who have sent in recyclable 

items as they have been well used. 

 

Rainbow and Rocket Readers. 

These are being introduced across the Key stage to further support reading. We are looking 

forward to presenting lots of colourful certificates, so please do try and spend a few 

moments regularly practising reading the words on sight from the sheet each child will bring 

home. It would be really helpful if they could always be in the book bags along with the 

yellow Home Communication books. 

EXCITING NEWS! - KS1 Christmas Production. 

This Christmas we will all be involved in a fun performance. Everyone will have a 

part but for Year 2 there will be some speaking parts and we will be holding 

informal auditions after half term! Watch this space for requests for parent help with 

costumes and scenery making. Dates will be confirmed ASAP so have your diaries ready!  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/christmas-clip-art&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjwqZzyy9fPAhWEaRQKHRyJBZIQwW4IGDAB&usg=AFQjCNHkhSO9bZq3zRW69Z1DkGs4SBlKLA


We have had a great start to the year with both the children and teachers getting their 

teeth into our term’s topic, Incredible Invaders! This half of the term has seen a focus on 

the Roman Empire and their invasion of Britain.  

We started by looking at who the Romans were and where they originated from; using 

timelines to look at the growth of the empire and their spread across Europe. It is important 

for the children to understand why we study the Romans, so we then looked at the legacy 

they left behind and how our lives are different today from their presence in this country. 

The Incredible Invaders topic has provided some great opportunities to produce some 

wonderful art work. The children have developed their skills with water colours over several 

weeks, eventually painting their own Roman Centurion using their skills of observation. We 

have made some Roman inspired mosaics and we have begun to make our own Roman shields. 

Thank you for the card sent in to assist us with this project.  

Both years 3 and 4 have carried aspects of the topic over to their English lessons; working 

together looking at play scripts and performing plays along a Roman theme. Year 4 used 

Roman stories and locations to inspire the children’s descriptive skills in the depiction of 

settings. Year 3 have looked at the legend of Romulus and Remus and how Rome was born; 

using the tale as a prompt for a recount. In addition, Year 3 children have been leaning about 

fables. The children have looked Aesop's fables and have made the link between Aesop being 

a Greek slave for a Roman family.  

The children are becoming excited about our imminent Roman Day on the 11th November. 

Lower Key Stage 2 staff would like to remind you that we require a donation of £3 per child; 

if we do not receive enough funds then the day will unfortunately have to be cancelled. 

Making costume props for the day could be a great part of your child’s half term project. 

A selection of Year 3 children took part in the North Lowestoft Mat Ball tournament 

consisting of 13 teams from the area. 

The children represented the school 

brilliantly, showing great sportsmanship. 

Woods Loke played well, making their 

way to the semi-finals, where they were 

beaten by Northfield Primary. They 

went on to face Oulton Broad Primary in 

the 3rd place playoffs. Oulton 

Broad scored the initial goal, however 

Woods Loke went on to win, 6-2; placing 

third in the tournament – a big ‘well 

done’ to the whole team. 

 
 



Year 5 and Year 6 have had a busy start to the new academic year. Our topic has been all 

about Extreme Earth. This has included a study of extreme weather, tsunamis, earthquakes 

and volcanoes. The pupils have seen photos and video clips highlighting some of the dramatic 

effects of our topic.  

Linked to our topic, pupils have been creating art work using techniques such as pointillism. 

They have also studied the work of the artist Hokusai and created their own images based on 

extreme weather.  

In English, pupils have studied poetry linked to extreme weather, written recounts imagining 

they are in a flood situation and studied a creative writing unit linked to weather.  

This unit has developed pupils’ geography skills: looking at maps, causes and effects of 

earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes and will prepare them for our next unit on Magnificent 

Mountains.  

Alongside our topic, year 6 had a fantastic opportunity to develop their independence and 

confidence by taking part in our annual residential trip to Kingswood. The staff and pupils 

really enjoyed this trip and the pupils were a real credit to our school. Staff and pupils took 

part in a range of activities including; archery, caving, team building/problem solving, zip 

wire, abseiling, climbing and aero ball. Many of the pupils were really proud of their 

achievements over the 3 days.  

 

Events to look forward to are: 

 November – Maths Learning Together Workshops (Dates to follow)  

 Friday 11th November – Science Day  

 Tuesday 13th December – School Christmas Dinner 

 Thursday 15th December - Beauty and the Beast Panto at Marina Theatre 

 Monday 19th December – Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas Party 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.clipartkid.com/christmas-pudding-clipart-elaine-KfRLTX-clipart/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjxhbi7zdfPAhVFXhQKHQs4BtkQwW4INDAP&usg=AFQjCNHNJvwysOvMVjqunz98_BagyMgucQ


We would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our SEN (Special Educational 

Needs) team at Woods Loke Primary School. As you are aware, Mrs Marchand has returned 

from maternity leave and is now continuing her work as SENCO and Assistant Headteacher. 

She is joined by Mrs Goddard, who is now continuing her role as SENCO, and this job-share 

arrangement enables us to have a full time SENCO role in school, addressing the needs of 

pupils with Special Educational Needs, across all Key Stages. 

Mrs Marchand works all day Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, as well as Thursday 

mornings. Mrs Goddard works all day Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The role of the SENCO is to co-ordinate the specific provision made to support individual 

pupils with Special Educational Needs. The SENCO provides professional guidance to 

colleagues and will work closely with staff, parents and other agencies to provide a 

supportive role to families, to ensure that pupils with SEN receive appropriate support and 

high quality teaching. 

Our SEN team also includes our full time Pastoral Worker, Mrs Paisley, whose role is to 

provide support to our children and families through difficult or challenging times. She 

liaises with a range of different agencies, including Social Workers, Family Support Workers, 

Safeguarding Teams, School Nurse and Mental Health Teams. She also provides support for 

our pupils who are Looked After Children.  

Mrs Paisley is joined by Mrs Adams, our Pastoral Support Assistant, whose role is to lead 

our social, emotional and behavioural intervention groups across the school and interact with 

specific pupils during dinner breaks, providing support to our midday teams. 

The SEN team have a wealth of knowledge and experiences across the primary age range and 

work closely with all staff at Woods Loke Primary School. 

Our school nurse is available for drop-in sessions for Year 5 & 6 pupils, every fortnight, on a 

Monday. To make an appointment to see her, please contact the school office. 

If you have concerns about your child’s educational progress, parents need to speak to the 

child’s class teacher in the first instance. If your child is making less than expected 

progress, the class teacher will suggest suitable intervention groups for them and monitor 

their progress. Teachers will refer pupils to the school SENCOs where significant needs are 

identified and further support is required. 

Our school SENCOs would like to provide parent workshops in the near future, to offer 

support and advice to parents on topics of interest to you. In order for us to plan such 

events, we require your suggestions and ideas, so please complete and return the slip on the 

back of this newsletter, stating which area of SEN you would like us to offer information 

and guidance in, and we will do our best to address the most popular responses.  

 
 



We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who was able to attend our recent ‘Meet 

the Headteacher’ meetings. It was lovely to meet so many of you and to hear your thoughts, 

opinions and ideas. As I mentioned at the meetings, I am very keen to work in partnership 

with parents to ensure our children get the very best education we can provide. A big part of 

that is listening to what you have to say, whether that be good ideas, suggestions for 

improvements, or simply your opinion on things, and that’s what this page of the newsletter is 

about. This is your chance to have your say; simply fill in the slip below and send it in to 

school to make your voice heard. Whilst I can’t promise to do whatever you ask, I do promise 

to listen to every suggestion and make decisions based on the best interests of our children. 

I look forward to hearing what you’ve got to say… 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes, I would be interested in attending a parent SEN workshop event in the future. 

I would like to know more information about the following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mr. Axon are alternative SDPs). 

 


