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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2021 

At the end of the last academic year, I talked about looking ahead to September and hoping 

that we would be able to get back to doing all the things that we had missed for the past 

18 months – all the things that made our school such a special place to be. We’re now at the 

end of the first half term and I’m delighted to say that, apart from one or two minor 

tweaks, school is running exactly as it used to, and it has been fantastic to have it back! 

Things that previously we took for granted, such as children of different ages playing 

together at lunchtimes, seeing all the parents gather together in the playground before 

and after school, having visitors into school such as the Roman and Egyptian days in Year 

3/4, children representing the school at sports tournaments, children being able to enjoy 

after school clubs, children getting together in our Woods Loke Leader, Eco Council and 

School Council groups, and even children enjoying lunch together, have all made a welcome 

return, and the school has felt so much better because of it. 

It goes without saying of course, that we will continue to monitor and update our risk 

assessments regularly and we won’t hesitate to take any action needed to ensure the 

continued safety and well-being of our school community. However, for now we can 

celebrate a successful return where everybody has been able to LEARN, ASPIRE and 

ACHIEVE to the best of their ability. 

The old adage that ‘you only truly appreciate something when you lose it’ has never seemed 

more pertinent... Have a lovely half term break. 

 

Head Girl 

Lily, and 

Head Boy 

Freddie 

Deputies, 

Gracie 

and 

Jayden 



We have had a fantastic first half term with all of the children in Early Years. We are so 

proud of how well they have settled in and they are all already amazing Woods Loke learners!  

Reception 

In Reception, we have been learning the phase 2 sounds in 

Phonics and the children have been practising how to 

segment and blend the sounds we have learnt so far to 

support their reading and writing. It has been lovely to hear 

the children reading their new books and developing their 

phonic knowledge further. In maths, we have focused on our 

numbers to 5, sorting and classifying and 2D shapes. All of 

the children have enjoyed their PE sessions with Mr Hunt, 

they have been practising their ball control skills and spatial awareness and they have even 

been learning how to use the climbing apparatus safely. The children have also enjoyed creating 

their own superhero costumes, making fairy gardens, creating large scale models outside and 

concocting potions in the mud kitchen.  

In Early Years we follow the 

‘Hygge Nature Study’ and focus 

on a different theme each week. 

In Reception we have covered 

sticks, apples, hedgehogs, 

pumpkins, spiders and mushrooms! 

All of the children are now 

becoming very observant within 

their natural surroundings and can 

identify signs of autumn. We have learnt about deciduous trees and why trees lose their leaves. 

Another highlight has been learning about hedgehogs and having some real hedgehogs come to 

visit. We have created large scale spider webs outside, tasted different varieties of apples, 

made journey sticks and investigated pumpkins. Our Nature Days have become a firm favourite 

with the children and staff too!  

Nursery - Willow Room 

In the Willow Room nursery, the children have been practicing phonics phase 1 skills. They 

have participated in activities learning about syllables, rhyming words and memory games. We 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 

enjoy singing nursery rhymes and fun songs as a class. The children have been practicing their 

counting skills in key groups and have learnt about how to be a good Woods Loke learner.  

As part of our nature focus we have learnt facts about 

spiders, owls, mushrooms, apples and hedgehogs. We 

have enjoyed exploring the weekly nature shelf and have 

all had a chance to go on a nature walk down to the school 

field to look for signs of autumn and to find any signs of 

our nature focus of the week. We enjoyed making apple 

crumbles and mushroom pizzas. We have been very lucky 

to meet a real life tarantula and keep its skin because we 

learnt that spiders shed their skin. We also got to see and stroke a real life hedgehog which 

the children very much enjoyed. We even had a campfire where we toasted marshmallows and 

ate them, then enjoyed a story altogether around the fire whilst learning about fire safety. 

Nursery - Maple Room (based in our Community Hub building) 

The Maple children, our new 2 year olds, have settled into their new nursery environment 

beautifully and have all been keen to explore their new surroundings. This half term, the 

children have enjoyed mark making in different ways, sharing their favourite story books, 

building with a range of wooden construction as well as carrying out a role in the home corner. 

Outside, the children have been demonstrating their scootering skills, persisting at completing 

set-up obstacle courses, joined in with ball games and engaged in some lovely small world play. 

The children have also been busy gardening outside and have had the opportunity to plant some 

bulbs. Singing and joining in with action songs has to be a firm favourite of the Maple children 

this half term and they have all shown us how well they can join in and sing along to their 

favourite nursery rhymes.  

 

 



The first half term of our new year is over already. In many ways it seems as though it has 

been longer as the children are already so settled in their new classes and routines and are 

working hard to continue their learning journeys. 
Year 1 have been learning about traditional tales and developing 

their writing based on ‘The Little Red Hen’, ‘The Enormous 

Turnip’ and versions of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. They have also 

been enjoying the provision available to them, especially the 

creative area where they have already made houses for pigs and 

little wolves. They then developed their skills to design and 

create moving vehicles to move the bricks the pigs would need 

to build with. This linked closely to our science learning about 

materials and their properties. 

We used natural materials to create transient art in the style 

of Andy Goldsworthy. A highlight of the half term has been our 

PE lessons as we have been creating a dance to perform to our 

Year 4 buddy 

classes. We have 

been so lucky to 

have the expert 

teaching from 

Mrs Halse from Benjamin Britten who has been 

very impressed with the children’s talents. 

Owls have been the focus for Year Two as they have studied the book ‘The Owl Who Was 

Afraid of the Dark’. They are now owl experts as their learning 

journey has involved food chains, habitats, as well as producing 

their own non-fiction booklets. The highlights of their learning 

was a visit from Fritton Owl Sanctuary who came with two 

gorgeous owls. They shared lots interesting information and 

answered many questions from the children.  Another 

fascinating experience (if somewhat smelly!) was their science 

investigation dissecting owl pellets.   

We are looking forward to next half term with the excitement of Bonfire Night and the build 

up to Christmas, alongside the many and varied learning opportunities that there will be.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a wonderful term getting learning back to normal. This half of the term Year 3 

have had a focus on the Ancient Egyptians and Year 4 have studied volcanoes, looking at how 

Mount Vesuvius destroyed the Roman city of Pompeii. 
Both Year 3’s Ancient Egypt and Year 4’s Ancient Roman day were 

great successes. Year 3 had the opportunity to learn about Ancient 

Egyptian society and the gruesome process of mummification. Both 

children and adults alike enjoyed 

the opportunity to learn, while in 

period dress, playing traditional 

games and seeing real artefacts. 

The highlight for many of the 

children was the re-enactment of 

the death of a pharaoh, followed by his 

mummification.  

Year 4’s Roman day saw the children learning about 

ancient Roman society and their occupation of Britain. 

Just like Year 3’s day, the children donned their best 

Roman attire, played Roman games and looked at real 

Roman artefacts like weapons and armour, and not to 

mention the authentic Roman bottom wiper. In the 

afternoon the children re-enacted a day in the 

Colosseum seeing Emperor Danny reign over 

proceedings.   

Years 3 and 4 have both looked at non-chronological reports as one of their 

text types. Year 3 wrote reports all about Ancient Egyptian gods and Tutankhamun. Year 4 

started on reports about volcanoes before moving onto Roman society and Pompeii.  

Staying with the focus around the topic of Pompeii, Year 4 children wrote three letters. The 

first convincing their friend from Rome to come and visit them in their fine city of Pompeii. 

The second, to the same friend warning them of Vesuvius’s eruption, using lots of wonderful 

descriptive language; their final letter was to say they were now safe, describing their escape 

from the chaos of Pompeii. Year 3’s second text type was instructions. The first was 

instruction on how to make a mummy and the second was how to ‘get ready’ like Cleopatra; 

seeing Miss Parnell demonstrate this was a highlight for many! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



What a fantastic start to the year we have had! Our pupils in Years 5 and 6 have settled 

extremely well into the new school year. The children have taken on a variety of opportunities 

to help younger children with our new lunchtime routine and they have already proved they can 

be excellent role models. We have been very impressed with the dedication and commitment 

our Year 5 and 6 pupils have shown so far helping the younger children to play games, read in 

the library and develop friendships. Alongside this, there has been another exciting 

opportunity for Year 6 pupils to become Head Boy, Head Girl, or a Woods Loke Leader. These 

jobs involve working with a specific class, supporting pupils and completing whole school 

projects with Senior Staff. (Some might argue, the real benefit of such a powerful position!) 

Again, the children who were successful in these appointments have settled into their new 

roles well and are setting a fantastic example for the younger pupils to aspire to. 
In our topic work, the Year 5 

and 6 pupils have been 

learning about China. We 

looked at photos, maps, 

atlases and non-fiction texts 

to locate China, it’s provinces 

and mega-cities. We have also 

looked at exports and the impact industries make on the economy, status and environment. 

Children have had the opportunity to combine Geography and Maths skills to analyse data 

showing China’s key industries. They also had to focus on writing an information text about one 

of the most important places to visit in China - The Great Wall. Our topic moved on to looking 

at food and drink and a comparison was made between our schools and schools in China. 

Interestingly, children unanimously voted for schooling in the UK when they heard about the 

number of hours children attend school in China! 

As a culmination to our topic, the children will 

be creating their own very valuable Ming 

Dynasty porcelain to apply all the Chinese art 

skills we have practised; calligraphy, fine brush-

stroke work and the study of The Four 

Gentlemen. We will also be taking part in a finale 

involving food tasting (with chopsticks- thanks 

to Yo Sushi for donating 100 free pairs!) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Year 6 football tournament: Thursday 14th October, our two teams attended a pathway event 

(this is an event that starts at a local level and ends at a national level) at Barnard's Meadow. 

Across the tournament, 12 teams were entered into both the boys’ and girls’ leagues. Our boys 

played against three other teams in our first round of fixtures (which we won without 

conceding a goal). Our girls also won their first three games (also without conceding a goal!). 

This then put both of our teams into the semi-finals. Our boys come out on top with a 3-1 win 

against Albert Pye. Our girls won a penalty shootout against Grove. This led both teams to the 

final. Woods Loke boys vs Henstead and Woods Loke girls 

vs Red Oak. Our boys played really well which resulted in 

us winning 3-1 in the final. Our girls unfortunately lost 

and picked up second place by losing 3-0 to Red Oak.  

A massive well done to Roman in year 4 and Harrison in 

year 5 for stepping up and playing in a year 6 competition.  

Year 6 Quicksticks: Wednesday 29th September, our two 

teams attended a Quicksticks tournament at EPA. Both teams did amazingly well and were very 

unlucky not to win the tournament. We were very pleased to achieve a 3rd place overall. 

Particular acknowledgement should go to Lilly Southey who showed real determination and 

resilience. Well done to both teams! 

Year 4/5/6 Cross Country: Friday 1st October, several 

children from Year 4 to Year 6 represented our school 

at the annual cross country event at Worlingham Primary 

School. All our runners showed great strength of 

character against lots of tough opposition. Well done 

especially, to Megan Chong who won the U11 girls event 

and to Harrison Martin who came second in the U11 boys 

event. Another well done must go to Harry Fearn, Jacob Hart, Harrison (again!) and Freddie 

Thurston whose combined placements ensured that we won the U11 boys trophy. 

We are looking forward to welcoming Waveney Gymnastics Club to our school next term to 

teach year 6 gymnastics. Waveney Gym are also running an after school club on a Tuesday for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

Any parents that would like more information on Girls football training / team please use this 

link https://www.thefa.com/womens-girls-football/get-involved/play-football 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 
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We are very pleased to introduce you to our new school council for the year. We have started 

meeting on a Monday after school and already the council have shown commitment and 

enthusiasm for the year ahead.  
Year 2: Amber Hunt and Aiden Smith 

Year 3: Marlena New and JJ Dodimead 

Year 4: Eva Bowles and Nicky Ball 

Year 5: Madison Chase (Deputy President) and Cody 

Knock (Secretary) 

Year 6: Ruby Johnson and 

Charlie Nichols (President) 

As a school council we have also decided to split into smaller sub teams 

with specific responsibilities. We have a Fundraising team, a School 

Projects team, and a Year1/EYFS Link team. It will be lovely to see how 

each team develop their ideas over the next term and I know they will 

all do a fantastic job at representing our amazing school. (Mrs. Barratt) 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


