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27th April 2018 was a very special day as Woods Loke Primary School celebrated its 50th 

birthday. We were delighted that a large number of ex-staff were able to join us for the day 

and enjoy a display of old photos and memorabilia, including a video showing the 25th 

anniversary celebrations in 

1993 and a time capsule, as 

well as having a tour of the 

present school. We also 

shared a special cake, 

created by Harrisons 

Bakery in Lowestoft. All of 

our classes also took part in 

an afternoon of lessons 

based on the theme of ‘the 

last 50 years’. It was a 

fantastic day, enjoyed by 

all, and we’re all now looking 

forward to the 60th 

anniversary… 

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – MAY 2018 

As we reach the end of another half term, it’s hard to believe that there are only seven 

weeks left before the end of another academic year! As usual, this half term has been 

extremely busy with, amongst other things, our conversion to an Academy, our 50th birthday 

celebrations, all the excitement of sports days, and, of course, the Year 2 and Year 6 SATs. 

All of our children, without exception, have worked really hard during their SATs 

preparation and during the tests themselves, and our staff have worked equally hard to 

ensure that all our children were able to do their very best; we now look forward to the 

results with baited breath! Our birthday celebrations went very well, as you can see below, 

despite some disappointing weather, and our Academy conversion went equally smoothly. I 

mentioned in the last newsletter that I hoped nobody would notice any difference and, 

having now been an Academy for two months, I hope you’ll agree that we’re still the same 

school and still committed to ensuring that each and every child can LEARN, ASPIRE and 

ACHIEVE to the best of their ability – have a good half term break. 

 



As we approach the final half term of the year, you might be forgiven for thinking that the 

pace starts to slow as we wind down towards summer – but not a bit of it! Never ones to rest 

on our laurels, we are always thinking of ways we can improve and make our school better for 

everyone, and there are plenty of exciting new things planned for the second half of the 

summer term… 

A BRAND NEW CURRCIULUM 

Since the start of the year we have been working hard on developing a new and exciting school 

curriculum which will be officially launched in September. However, all of our classes will be 

using the next half term to try out some of our new ideas and we’d like to tell you all about it. 

Therefore, on Friday 29th June at 9:00am we will be holding a special parents’ open meeting in 

the dining hall where you’ll get the chance to hear all about our new curriculum as well as having 

the chance to make comments and ask any questions you may have. This will be a great 

opportunity to become more involved and to gain a real understanding of how your child will be 

learning in the future – we look forward to seeing you there. 

NEW BEHAVIOUR STANDARDS 

Our ‘Woods Loke Learners’ initiative has been up and running for a while now and is becoming 

a firmly embedded part of school life. We were very keen however, to incorporate our conduct 

behaviour expectations into our learning behaviours in order to present a more cohesive 

picture of what we expect our ‘Woods Loke Learners’ to aspire to be. Therefore, after half 

term, we will be replacing our ‘golden rules’ with a new, simple behaviour standard: 

‘Woods Loke Learners always follow instructions and show 

respect for each other and their environment’ 

Each class will also be holding a class ‘learning behaviour assembly’ every week where the 

children can discuss and develop their behaviours in order to become better and better at 

being a ‘Woods Loke Learner.’ 

NEW OPENING TIMES 

And finally of course, our new 8:45am opening time begins after half term. Hopefully you’ve 

already received a letter about this and we are confident that it will contribute to a smoother 

and calmer early morning experience for children and adults alike! 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



This half term the children in Reception have been learning about 

the traditional fairy tale ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. In Literacy, they 

retold the story by creating story maps and wrote letters to the 

Giant. All of the children planted beans so that they could learn 

about the life cycle of a bean and they investigated what plants 

need to grow best. They then completed some fantastic pieces of 

writing detailing what happened to their beans. In Maths, the 

children have focused on doubling, halving, sharing and money. They 

have particularly enjoyed playing in the shop role play area, buying 

toys with their money and giving the correct change. Our outside 

area is being redeveloped and the children have loved learning in 

our new mud kitchen and messy maths area. They have also performed songs on the new stage 

and created stories in the small world area with characters they have made.  
Nursery have been busy this half term focusing on journeys. We began the half term learning 

the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. The children then worked in their key groups to 

recreate this story with different characters and settings. We had a Unicorn hunt, a Lion hunt 

and a Monkey hunt; I particularly enjoyed hearing that the children had to venture through 

Cheerios on one of their hunts! We then moved on to learning about directions, the children 

have taken part in obstacle courses and used the bee bots to help them learn about left, right, 

forwards and backwards. We then moved on to learning about maps, the children have had a 

go at drawing their own maps around the school. This week we are going out into the community 

using google maps to help us reach a specific destination.  

A big thank you to all of those who attended sports day for both Reception and Nursery. We 

hope you all agree it was a great success. We had many activities which the children took part 

in, including 100m race, sack race, 

hurdles, shot put and javelin. Well 

done to the blue team from 

Reception and also the blue team 

from Nursery who both won. 

We are also very excited by our 

outdoor areas; staff have been 

working very hard to make this a 

much more inviting and fun place to 

be. We are sure you’ll agree it is 

looking incredible. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Another half term has flown by, filled with huge amounts of 

activities and learning. We started the half term with two great 

days out to the East Anglian Transport Museum as a culmination 

to Year 2’s last topic and Year 1’s current one. Both year groups 

had a great time and were a credit to WLPS. The staff at the 

museum were very complimentary about the children, their 

behaviour and manners. 
Year 1 have created 

some great paintings 

of vehicles, labelling them and writing captions. 

They also been finding out about vehicles to use in 

their non-fiction writing. There was an excellent 

example of sharing our skills when Mr Javes’ Year 4 

class joined Year 1 to support them in researching 

facts, using library books and the internet. 

Year 2 have to be again congratulated on their continued hard work. They may have noticed a 

few extra little tests have slid in but the children have just taken these in their stride! Both 

myself and Miss McComb are very proud of their focus and effort. 

Chocolate (our topic) has been a firm favourite. Year 2 have been testing and comparing how 

different types melt, designing our own bars and packaging as well as tasting! Tasting has been 

a theme as One Life Suffolk came to join Year 2 for several science lessons when we have 

been learning about ‘healthy eating’. Children were bold, trying a variety of different fruits. 

With the warmer days (well some of them) we have been outside practising for sports day. 

Year One have taken their maths lessons outside using some big equipment as well as practising 

ICT skills timing races. 

A fantastic sporting achievement for the 6 children who represented Year 2 as our Gymnastic 

team, they came a very credible second place. well done to those involved for the day and also 

the commitment to the week before practising at lunchtimes. 

At the end of this half term Miss Carroll will be leaving to start her maternity leave. She will 

be missed during her time away but we are very lucky to have Mrs Barrett to step into her 

shoes. Everyone is already excited about Miss Carroll visiting so that we can all meet her new 

baby. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



This has been a fantastic half term with both Year 3 and 4 getting stuck into the same topic, 

World War Two. They have been incredibly enthusiastic, with many children bringing in 

fascinating artefacts from home, helping the topic come to life. The year 3/4 teachers would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all adults who have sent in all of the various artefacts, 

books and information on the topic.  
Year 3 were astounded to hear about life in the war during a visit from Mr Revill, who was 6 

years old when World War Two started. He was able to give detailed accounts of how the war 

affected children in the UK. The children sat and hung on his every word and all had questions 

for him at the end of the session. From this they were able to produce some great pieces of 

writing.  

Year 4 have had the presence of a full sized mock-up of an Anderson Shelter in 4JW. This has 

been well used with the air raid sirens regularly being sounded. The year 4 children have also 

been able to put their Design Technology skills to the test with the making and testing of small 

air raid shelter designs.  

The Key Stage had a fantastic day of immersive learning 

on the Evacuee Day. The day started with the children 

learning about why children were evacuated along with 

other World War Two facts. The children then went on a 

carousel of activities led by the 3/4 teachers. First, was 

code breaking and the importance of keeping information 

safe; then learning about the Spitfire and making models. 

After, the children were under a dog fight and had to use 

ID cards to spot what planes 

were friend or foe. Finally, the children took part in ‘dig for victory’ 

where they learnt about the importance of growing food in the war 

and got to plant their very own vegetables.  

The weather held out for Sports Day and we had a very close race 

between all the teams this year. In third place was the Blue Team 

with 99 points, in second was the Green Team with 113 points and in 

first place was the Black Team with 120 points.  

In other sporting news our year 3/4 gymnastics team worked really 

hard to put together several routines and came 3rd at the recent gymnastics tournament.   
     

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



In Years 5 and 6 this term, the pupils have been learning about Ancient Greece. The children 

have studied the similarities and differences between the two main cities- Athens and Sparta. 

This work has been based on the culture and lifestyle of the two contrasting areas. Some of 

the facts learned include: Spartans had a main goal to be fit and strong- many people had to 

go to war. If you were unhealthy, you were thrown off a cliff. On the other hand, in Athens, 

they were the first people to promote democracy in their Government laws. 
One thing the Ancient Greeks have left as their legacy is the Olympic Games. They were the 

people who invented the Olympics and some of the events, such as javelin throwing, are still 

included in today’s events. It was very popular in Ancient Greek times, with many people going 

to watch the events. The sports were fascinating. In one event-discus throwing-one competitor 

threw it so hard it went to the Gods! 

We have also been learning about another legacy- the alphabet! The Ancient Greeks created 

their own alphabet, which included some interesting symbols! Some of the letters are similar 

to our alphabet. We compared the symbols used then and now, practised translating words 

from Ancient Greece to English, and we used the Ancient Greek alphabet to write our names. 

As part of our art work, we have designed and made our own Greek-

style vases. They contained many different styles like geometric, 

red-figure and black-figure designs. We were able to consider which 

vase style to recreate with bands and handles. The main band around 

the vase often included a scene from the Olympics or war. We 

practised drawing people as a starting point for these scenes, using 

the ‘oval technique’ to draw people in action. We designed our clay 

vases, sculptured the vases from clay, and then decorated the vases 

with clay tools before painting them using ‘earth’ colours. These 

colours made the clay vases authentic. 

We have enjoyed learning about Ancient Greece this 

term. We have exceeded our expectations with our 

oval figure artwork, amazing clay vases and 

perseverance to research daily life in Ancient Greek 

times. We are now looking forward to the closing 

ceremony for our topic- our Greek Sports Day!  

By Darcie Block, Ellie Graham, Charlie Gould- Year 6 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 
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After half term we are trialling some early morning interventions which will be led by some of 

our SEN teaching assistants. Initially this will be for some pupils in Year 5 and 6 and we will 

see how this works. We have identified some pupils, for possible interventions, and written to 

the specific families. If this is successful we will look to develop this further in the Autumn 

term. Early morning interventions will start at 8.30am and we would ask that if your child is 

involved in these groups that they could arrive promptly on the agreed days.  
Next half term we will also be adjusting how we record IEPs and IBPs (Individual Education 

Plans and Individual Behaviour Plans) and we will be meeting with all teachers to write these. 

We will still send these documents home, but the format will be slightly different. The aim of 

this change is to create more regular opportunities for teachers to discuss pupils on the SEN 

register with the SENCOs. We can then work together on the most relevant targets and 

suggest resources and strategies that we may have within the SEN department. The new plans 

will go home towards the end of the academic year and a copy will also be passed to the new 

class teacher. This will then become more of a working document and running record of 

interventions and targets that the pupil is working on. 

This half term the SEN department have also bought four new laptops with some new software 

to help pupils with difficulties in English. We are working towards developing ICT skills for 

pupils in Upper Key Stage 2 who may struggle to record their work, for various reasons. This 

will also help pupils, with Special Educational Needs, to prepare for high school. We are trialling 

some of the other ‘Nessy’ programmes to develop maths skills and touch typing. We continue 

to work closely with Gail Southgate, the Dyslexia Outreach Teacher who has helped us to 

develop our resources and strategies in this area. 

 
 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Walk in the Park- Half Term Activities for Primary School age 

children  in Lowestoft 

Lowestoft Rising working with Sentinel Leisure Trust, Lowestoft 

Museums and a host of partners invite Primary school age children 

from Lowestoft, parents, carers and family members to take part in 2 

days of fun activities in support of The Suffolk Walking Festival 2018. 

Primary schools have been asked to promote these free events to 

pupils and parents/carers to come and have fun during the half term 

holidays using our own great facilities within our parks and 

countryside. 

Each day will start at 10am with an organised “Golden Mile” walk around our parks arriving on Tuesday and 

Thursday outside our wonderful Museums in the parks. The Museums will open for a family friendly free visit to 

experience the exhibits and displays. Partners will be putting on fun games and activities in the Park for children of 

all ages to take part on. 

In addition, 2 events will be held in the afternoon and evenings of the 2 days at Carlton Marshes Suffolk Wildlife 

Trust and again starts at the Visitor centre.  

One Life Suffolk, Go Geronimo, Lowestoft Ogogo and Sentinel Leisure will be supporting the events with the fun 

activities delivered by qualified staff to make it a fun day out. 

Each event will conclude around 2pm. There is no need to book in advance just turn up at 10am on the day to take 

part. We ask that children are suitably dressed for walking and fun games in the Parks and those parents/carers stay 

and take part in the day. Bring a picnic for lunch and suitable drinks for the day. Children who attend 2 or more of 

the events and obtain an attendance stamp at each event will be entered into a prize draw to win a range of fun 

prizes 

Event details.              

Tuesday 29thth May 10 am at Nicholas Everett’s park in Oulton Broad.  The Meeting Point is near the pagoda on 

the main green close to the gates. WDC pay and display parking nearby 

Tuesday 29th   2pm to 4pm and Thursday 31st May 7.30 to 9.30pm at Carlton Marshes Nature reserve Beccles Road 

Lowestoft. The meeting point will be at the visitors’ centre.  Limited Car Parking is available on site. See Suffolk 

Wildlife Trust website for exact details of events 

Thursday 31st May 10am at Sparrows Nest Park Lowstoft. The 

Meeting Point is by the Lowestoft Maritime Museum gate on 

Whapload Road. WDC pay and display parking nearby.             

                      

 

 

  

 

 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 

 


