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A very big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has supported our recent sharing events such as the 

Maths workshops, Hot chocolate and story evenings, Grandparents’ lunches and all of our 

Christmas plays. And an extra ‘thank you’ to the Friends who organised our brilliant Halloween 

discos and Christmas fair. Working together to involve parents and the community in our school 

is something we believe is vitally important. Therefore, we were delighted to receive 96 

completed parent questionnaires recently with lots of ideas and suggestions. We have included 

the full set of results over the page, but here are some of the headlines: 

 We are delighted that our children feel happy, safe and well looked after in school 

 Information about our approach to bullying is detailed on the back page of this newsletter 

 Providing parents with more regular pupil progress information is something we will be 

considering in the new year 

 We’re very pleased to hear that you enjoy this newsletter and our new website 

 Our school vision is displayed in the entrance hall and in every classroom. You’ll also find 

it along the bottom of our newsletter so, hopefully, it’s becoming clearly communicated 

 We are always looking to increase our after school club provision and we’re hoping to start 

two or three new clubs in January. If anybody would like to volunteer to run a club, you 

would be welcomed with open arms – just come and see us 

And, of course, we’re delighted that the vast majority of you think this is a good school. 

However, we know there are areas for improvement but, with your support, we can all work 

together to make our school amazing!  

  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2016 

The Autumn term has come to an end, and what a busy term it’s been! All kinds of exciting 

events have taken place over the past few weeks: Maths workshops, science and engineering 

day, Roman day, prayer space week, Anti-bullying week, plus of course, all our Christmas 

events and activities! It’s safe to say that our children have enjoyed a rich and varied 

learning experience, alongside all the other curriculum learning they’ve been getting up to 

in the classroom every day. Our staff work really hard to ensure all our children LEARN, 

ASPIRE and ACHIEVE every day and I have no doubt that our school will continue to go 

from strength to strength in 2017. I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who 

has made me feel so welcome at Woods Loke over the past term. I hope everybody has a 

fantastic Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2017! 

 



 

Ofsted Questions: Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Don’t 
Know 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

My child is happy at this school 
 72 20 3 1  
My child feels safe at this school 
 73 21 2   
My child makes good progress at this school 
 49 42 3 2  
My child is well looked after at this school 
 64 30 1 1  
My child is taught well at this school 
 51 40 3 2  
My child receives appropriate homework for their age 
 36 44 8 7 1 
This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 
 37 47 10 2  
This school deals effectively with bullying 
 26 16 50 3 1 
This school is well led and managed 
 39 52 5   
This school responds well to any concerns I raise 
 38 35 17 5 1 
I receive valuable information from the school about my 
child’s progress 22 58 5 11  
 
Would you recommend this school to another parent? 
 

Yes 

94 
No 

2 
 

School Questions: Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Don’t 
Know 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

I like the new school newsletter  
 42 46 7 1  
I like the new school website 
 33 33 29 1  
The school’s new vision has been clearly communicated 
 38 41 14 3  
I think the school library needs to be improved 
 21 31 43 1  
The school offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities such as trips/clubs 24 48 10 11 3 
The school plays a strong part in the local community 
 13 36 40 7  
PE and sport is an important part of school life and 
children’s education 51 40 2 2 1 
The Governors make a valuable contribution to this 
school 14 27 52 3  
The school promotes a caring and inclusive ethos 
 31 51 14   
The children receive a well-rounded education which 
includes music and the arts 29 49 11 6 1 
This is a good school 
 

51 43 1 1  

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Over the past half term the children have been learning about ‘Festivals and Celebrations’ 

from around the world. We found out about how people around the world celebrate events, as 

well as how special events are celebrated by our friends and families. The children have learnt 

about Bonfire Night, Saint Martin’s Day, Diwali and Christmas. The children made Christmas 

collages, paintings and pictures using different forms of media in their everyday art work. 

They decorated biscuits to look like puddings and created personalised decorations using 

homemade salt dough. The children rehearsed a Christmas nativity production and performed 

it to parents during December. This was a wonderful event and a fabulous learning opportunity 

for the children to showcase their singing and performing talents. To further promote reading 

we held a very successful ‘Hot Chocolate’ evening where the children and parents came into 

school, during the evening, to read bedtime stories. The children have worked very hard with 

their phonics this term with over 85% of reception children achieving Letters & Sounds Phase 

2. The children’s blending and segmenting skills are also progressing very well with most 

children now able to begin to read and write for pleasure. 

In Nursery the children have been busy creating 

Christmas calendars and decorations using clay. We 

have learnt about Bonfire night and created our own 

firework pictures using different painting 

techniques. We have learnt about Autumn and done 

lots of activities related to Autumn stories and 

observing seasonal changes during nature walks. We 

have been cooking each week making many lovely things including hedgehog 

cupcakes and Christmas bell biscuits. The Nursery have also purchased a 

giant polydron set and have taught themselves how to make a car! 
 

During Spring 1 we will be focussing on the author Julia Donaldson. The children will learn about 

Stick Man, Leaf Man and The Gruffalo. We will go on nature walks around the school to collect 

sticks so that we can create our very own stick men and see if we can find a “Woods Loke 

Gruffalo!” In Literacy, we will be sequencing the events of the stories and retelling parts of 

the stories in our own words. We will also describe the characters in stories using adjectives, 

take part in hot-seating as the characters, and create our very own story map. In Maths, we 

will continue to develop our number recognition, counting and ordering skills. We will learn to 

measure the length of objects, develop our knowledge of addition and positional language. We 

will also continue to learn 2D shapes and introduce 3D shapes. At the end of Spring 1, we will 

learn about Chinese New Year and take part in our own dragon dance.  

This is also a very exciting time for Nursery as, after Christmas, we will be offering whole day 

provision with some children staying for lunch too!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



We have come to the end of a very busy term, finishing on a high with our Key Stage 

performance of ‘Hey Ewe!’ The hard work and practising certainly paid off as the all of the 

performances were fantastic. Everyone, children, staff and parents deserve to feel proud as 

it was a real achievement for Year 1 and 2. A big ‘thank you’ to all. We have to send an extra 

‘thank you’ to Mrs Chong for her many days of work that she gave to the fantastic scenery 

production. 
As well as performance mania, children have produced some lovely writing with all classes 

developing as poets writing descriptive Winter themed poems. Gymnastics has also been an 

area where children have challenged themselves to try new things. We have made good use of 

new apparatus to create balances and partner work, mirroring and matching movements. The 

display in the Year 2 corridor is a lovely record of the high skill level and resourcefulness of 

children. 

This term’s topic has been very successful with children exploring and learning about many 

aspects of Castle life, from dungeons to the role of Food Tasters and Jesters. In Year 2 

English there was some fantastic writing in role for different jobs. The topic is not over yet 

as we still have our Key Stage trips to Norwich Castle to look forward to soon after we return 

after Christmas.  

Other days of note have been Science and Technology day when children, as budding engineers, 

made and tested trebuchets in connection with our Castles topic. There was a great deal of 

scientific knowledge and enquiry demonstrated. Another aspect of the day was how well the 

children worked collaboratively together developing Busy Bee teamwork skills. 

The Working Together Maths 

workshops were very well attended 

which is very positive. The children very 

much enjoyed sharing their practical 

learning and we hope the sessions were 

useful to show some aspects of the 

Maths curriculum and activities that 

could be practised at home. 

Key Stage One staff would like to wish 

everyone a safe and enjoyable 

Christmas break.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a wonderful term with lots of action packed events. This half of the term has 

seen a shift in focus from the Roman Empire to the settling of Anglo Saxons and Viking on 

British soil. The children have researched both groups of invaders and had opportunities to 

make secret messages in the form of Anglo Saxon Runes as well as undertake traditional pot 

making.  
It has been great seeing the arrival of many creative and delightful Home Learning Projects. 

All Lower Key Stage 2 staff would like to thank the children for their effort and the adults 

who assisted them in their learning.  

Our Roman Day was a great success, with the children 

learning about ancient Roman society and their 

occupation of Britain. Both children and adults alike 

enjoyed the opportunity to learn, while in period dress, 

playing traditional games and seeing real artefacts. The 

highlight for many of the 

children was the re-

enactment of a day in the 

Colosseum, seeing real weapons and armour, and not to mention 

the authentic Roman bottom wiper. Staff would like to take this 

opportunity to thank families for contributing to the cost of 

this amazing day.  

In English, Year 4 have been learning about writing non–chronological reports. They have put 

their skills to the test by researching Vikings, as well as being given the opportunity to 

research and write about any topic of interest. Year 3 have been enjoying reading ‘The Lion, 

The Witch and The Wardrobe’ in their ‘Take One Book’ unit. This has provided lots of 

opportunities for creative writing, role play and drama. 

Year 4 has seen sporting success with the local schools’ 

Tennis tournament. Both boys and girls played hard, 

with the girls not losing a game. They made it to the 

final against Grove Primary where it came down to a 

dead heat. The outcome was decided on points scored, 

with Woods Loke coming second by only two points. 

Historically the top two teams have been invited to the 

county finals in Ipswich, so watch this space! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Year 5 and Year 6 have been trekking through mountain and river regions this half term! As 

part of our Magnificent Mountain topic, the pupils have studied how mountains are formed, 

where mountains are located in the world and what it is like to live in mountain regions. The 

pupils have also found out about how rivers are formed and understood terms such as: flood 

plains, tributaries, deltas and meanders.  

Linked to our topic, pupils have been creating, designing and building bridges, considering 

beams, pillars and supports in order to make weight-bearing structures. The innovative 

engineers successfully managed to build bridges which held a significant amount of weight - up 

to two thousand grams (pretty impressive considering they 

were made from cardboard!)    

Year 6 were invited to attend the Crucial Crew Roadshow 

again this year. The children tool part in several activities to 

raise awareness of road safety, fire safety, keeping safe 

near electricity, keeping safe online as well as many more 

important life skills. The children had a great time and 

enjoyed escaping from the smoke-filled room the best!  

Alongside our topic, the children had an opportunity to visit the 

Marina Theatre to watch the pantomime of Beauty and the 

Beast. The children had a wonderful time getting fully involved 

in the tradition panto spirit. Likewise, we were lucky enough to 

host a Year 5/6 Christmas party day which involved a carousel 

of party games, followed by an afternoon of dancing to a variety 

of tunes provided by Paul the DJ!  

Another successful event has involved the children taking part in our annual Christmas concert. 

The ever-popular event was well attended and enjoyed by all. The pupils sang beautifully, 

covering a range of 

Christmas classics. 

Each class sang an 

individual song and the 

concert culminated in 

three songs sung by the 

whole of Year 5 and 

Year 6.   

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



At the start of this term all staff received training from the County Inclusive Resource, 

providing us with a greater knowledge and awareness of working with and supporting children 

on the Autistic Spectrum.  

To follow on from this training, Mrs Goddard and Mrs Cooke will be providing further ASD 

training to all of our teaching assistants in the new year, having attended the ‘Earlybird Plus’ 

Autism course earlier this year. Many of the strategies we use in school can easily be adapted 

to use at home and in other social environments and they centre around communication, 

analysing behaviour, encouraging independence and social interaction skills. 

Mrs Goddard would be pleased to offer an informal workshop/coffee morning for parents, to 

share some of these strategies with you too and talk about how they can benefit our children.  

If you would be interested in attending this type of event, please complete the attached return 

slip to the school office by the first week of the spring term, so that we can plan this event 

for you.  

Please note, this workshop is intended for all parents in our school, as many of the 

strategies are appropriate for supporting all of our children, not just those with an ASD 

diagnosis, so all are warmly welcome to attend. 

If we have a sufficient response, this event will be planned for one afternoon in the spring 

term and more details will be given out to parents. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 

Yes, I would be interested in attending this event. 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Year group of child: (Please circle) 

Reception Yr 1  2  3  4  5  6 

Other Comments: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



One of the findings to come out of our recent parent questionnaire was the fact that the 

majority of parents ‘don’t know’ whether the school deals effectively with bullying. Thankfully 

this is because these parents have had no experience of bullying which is, of course, very 

positive. However, it is very important that parents and children are aware and vigilant should 

any instances of bullying occur. As a school we played an active part in National Anti-Bullying 

Week in November to ensure all our children understand exactly what bullying is, and what it 

isn’t, and also how to deal with it should it happen to them or people they know. The Anti-

Bullying Alliance describes bullying as: 

‘Any behaviour that is harmful, repetitive, wilful or persistent, with an imbalance of power 

that can make the person being bullied feel defenceless. Isolated instances of hurtful 

behaviour, teasing or arguments would not be seen as bullying.’ 

All of our children are aware that they can report instances of bullying to anyone in the 

school and that their concerns will be taken seriously and thoroughly investigated; we hope 

parents feel equally reassured. However, should you have any concerns at all related to 

bullying, please, please come and tell us straightaway – with your help we are determined to 

ensure that bullying does not happen at Woods Loke Primary School. 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mr. Axon are alternative SDPs). 

 

 
 


