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And so we reach the end of an academic year like no other…  

At the risk of repeating myself, I think our entire school community can feel incredibly 

proud of what we have achieved during the past 18 months. Our children have demonstrated 

their resilience and perseverance, not letting new rules and restrictions prevent them from 

concentrating on their learning, while at the same time, continuing to enjoy themselves with 

their friends and develop socially. Our staff have equally risen to the challenge of working 

within very restrictive guidelines, but have been able to maintain a clear focus on ensuring 

that their children receive the best educational experience that they can. And, of course, 

our parents have supported us in our efforts, coped with different start and end times, 

one-way systems, missing out on school events, and generally being as understanding and 

supportive as always. It has been a real community effort and it’s during times of adversity 

that the special nature of our school community shines through.  

So, a huge ‘thank you’ to you all and let’s hope for better things to come… 

Speaking of things to come, we’re all very excited about our programme of summer clubs 

that will be running throughout the holidays, and we’ll be making finishing touches to our 

environment, such as the pond and sensory garden, so that when we return in September 

we’ll all be refreshed and raring to go. 

With regards to returning in September, we are very much hoping and planning for a 

complete return to normal. All our children will be able to come into school between 8:45am 

and 8:55am and they will all leave at 3:15pm and have an hour for lunch. We will be able to 

serve hot lunches again, parents can use any gate they wish, wait where they like on the 

playground, and there will be no one-way system. Children will be able to sit around tables 

rather than in rows, we can use shared areas again, and enjoy a range of exciting enrichment 

opportunities.  

I’m sure you’ll appreciate of course, that this is all dependant on government guidance and 

we will inform you as soon as possible if any new restrictions are put in place. But for now, 

please assume that, from September, Woods Loke will return to the school that it was – a 

place where we can do what we do best, LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE every single day. 

Have a great Summer! 

 



The end of an academic year is often a time to say ‘goodbye’ to staff who will be leaving us for 

pastures new, as well as welcoming some new faces who will be joining us in September, and 

this year is no different. 
Firstly, we are sadly saying ‘goodbye’ to Mrs Breach who is retiring 

from teaching after 40 years in the classroom. We will certainly 

miss her experience and wisdom, as well as her amazing languages 

lessons, but I’m sure you’ll agree, she deserves a well-earned rest! 

Secondly, we need to say a belated 

‘farewell’ to Mrs James who also decided 

to take early retirement just after 

Easter. And finally, Miss Brunton has 

completed her apprenticeship with us and 

we wish her all the very best in her future 

career. 

On to some new faces now, and we are delighted to welcome Mrs 

Goddard and Mr Coote on to our teaching staff. Mrs Goddard is a 

very experienced teacher with expertise in art, music, dance and 

drama, and she’ll be working in Year 6 next year. Mr Coote is an 

equally experienced Early Years practitioner, and he’ll be working 

in Reception while Miss Taylor enjoys her maternity leave. We 

know that both of these appointments will add considerable 

strength to our teaching staff. 

And finally, 

a slightly 

overdue 

‘welcome’ 

to Mrs Ellis 

and Mrs 

Reid who 

joined our SEND team in June. They’ve only 

been with us for a short while, but they’ve 

already proven themselves to be fantastic 

additions to our team. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 

Early years have had a fantastic final half term of the school year; we can’t believe it is already 

time to say goodbye! The children have been super busy and have continued to enjoy their 

nature days including learning about flowers, beetles and sun and shadows. Reception have been 

creating rock bands and football teams too, while Nursery have been busy creating a cinema, 

making their own snacks, signs and props We have also been very lucky to have visits from Mrs 

Clarke and her animals as well as the fire engine.  All children in EYFS have taken part in sports 

day and did amazingly well. We are so proud of each and every one of them and what they have 

achieved during this very unusual year.  

 

 

 



It is hard to believe it is the end of the year and children 

will be continuing their learning journeys into their new 

year groups. Despite a very disrupted and fragmented 

year, we have been able to finish with a successful and 

continuous final term. (Well, apart from the weather 

disrupting sports 

day!)  
Everybody has been working extremely hard, both 

children and staff, making up for lost time, closing 

gaps and building on our learning to make progress. It 

has been inspirational to see the resilience and 

enthusiasm children have demonstrated and we feel 

immensely proud of them all. Year One have based 

their learning around animals and the fantastic 

‘Flanimals’ book, whilst Year Two have studied 

Australia and The Great Fire of London. This is 

alongside a huge amount of writing, reading and of 

course maths! We have even been able to welcome a 

few visits into school to add enrichment to our 

learning which has been fantastic and inspired even 

more great work linked to our topics. The visit from 

the tortoise and the recreation of the Great Fire of 

London definitely raised the fun and excitement.  

A big ‘thank yo’u to grown-ups at home for the additional support you have given us and we wish 

everyone an enjoyable summer holiday.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



The second half of the summer term has seen Year 3 join Year 4, basing their learning around 

World War Two. They have really focused their learning on the experience of being an evacuee. 

They researched the events that led to the evacuation of people from towns and cities across 

the country. From this research they were then able to produce some fantastic recounts. 

These have ranged from recounting the packing of a suit case to being evacuated itself. Using 

their knowledge of the evacuee experience, the children were then able to produce some 

wonderful fictional diaries, describing being sent away to live in the countryside. In addition, 

the children were able to write a letters to their parents in the role of an evacuee.  
Year 3’s learning has not been all about being sent away from your family! They have finished 

off their Science learning by looking at rock types. They have put together several 

investigations that involve methods for classifying different rock types.  

Year 4, having covered the topic over the whole of the summer term, have had more of a 

broader focus on the war. 4JW have looked at a range of events throughout the war, however, 

they have spent a lot of time covering the home front. They too have looked at what it was 

like to be an evacuee, writing fictional diaries outlining the experience. Adding to their diary 

writing skills, they wrote as if they were writing from an Anderson Shelter in the time of the 

Blitz. Staying on the theme of the home front, 4JW studied the need to ‘make do and mend’ 

in the war. From this they were able to try sewing and also have a go at some traditional war 

time recipes; using these experiences to write instructional texts.  

4RJ followed the chronology of the war, basing all their learning on a timeline of the events. 

They started by learning about Neville Chamberlain and how the war started. The children 

then were able to try biography writing, finishing with a piece about the life of Winston 

Churchill. After this, the class then studied the events of Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain, 

using these events to inspire descriptive stories. 4RJ then indicated they wanted to learn all 

about Pearl Harbour. The learning then took a geographical direction, learning the location as 

well as its location to Asia, the Pacific and Japan. The events of Pearl Harbour inspired a series 

of fictional letters as well as art work that progressed the children’s skills in working with 

pastels.    

Year 4 have based all their reading learning this half term around Roald Dahl’s ‘Boy’, their focus 

book, as well as the ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ by Shirley Hughes. These books were linked to 

their reading skills lessons as well as the text type they have studied in English lessons.  

This half term has also see our Sports Day take place (photos later on in the newsletter…) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



It has been another busy half term in Years 5 and 6. The children have studied the different 

states and cities in North America, created a Top 5 list of places to visit, learnt about 

different influential American artists and found out about the 

cultural differences. As our America topic has drawn to a close, we 

have celebrated American Independence Day by having a themed day. 

The pupils took part in a quiz, created their own American diners and 

had ice-cream sodas, listened to American diner music and ate 

‘s’mores’- the ingredients for which were kindly donated by Morrisons. 

This was one of the most popular activities, along with an American ‘Fame’ style dance session 

with our very own dance teacher ‘Mr Morgan’ It was excellent. The children all performed in 

each class bubble and it was a great success! 

 

Year 6 also had a leavers party to kick start their final week at Woods Loke. We had arranged 

a special ‘All the Fun of the Fair’ themed event for them, which included a bucking bronco, 

penalty shoot-out, sumo-wrestling, assault course, music, a three-course meal and drinks! The 

children had a great time and so did the staff! This was such a successful event and many 

thanks go to all the parents from Year 6 and across the school for the kind donations towards 

the cost of the event.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Our Leavers Party and End of Year Production are just some of the fantastic memories we 

have made as we bid a fond farewell to such an amazing group of children. They have truly 

been a pleasure to teach and we wish them well for Year 7 and the future. 

It has been an unusual year for our Woodlands children. Online learning topics, some children 

being in school, and then a return to The Woodlands class. All the children have been amazing 

and we are so proud of how resilient they are. 

This term we have been working on sentence structure in English. We have been writing, 

cutting out and rebuilding sentences with partners and checking that they make sense. We 

have also been looking at the trigraphs 'air' and ' igh' in phonics.  

In maths we have been learning our 2, 5 and 10 times tables, some children have started to 

learn their 3 times tables too! We also have completed 2-digit column addition and subtraction; 

all the children were stars!! It is fantastic to see how their confidence has grown. 

As part of our nurture time, The 

Woodlands children have been 

looking at appropriate and 

inappropriate social skills and 

looking at how we communicate 

with each other. We have also 

incorporated cooking, making 

flapjacks and chocolate chip 

muffins which help to consolidate 

our English, nurture and maths 

skills - they taste yummy too! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



Unfortunately, parents were unable to join us for this year’s sports days, but, as the following 

pictures show, a great time was had by all! 

 

  

 

 
 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful and 

restful summer break. We look forward to seeing 

you all return, refreshed and ready to learn on 

Thursday 3rd September… 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 


