
The Woods Loke Approach to Phonics and Reading 

 

Phonics  

Phonics is the prime approach that we use for teaching children to read and write. 

Through the teaching of phonics our aim is to effectively equip all children with the skills 

to read and write independently. Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics 

will learn the skills they need to tackle new words. They can then go on to read any kind of 

text fluently and confidently and to read and write for enjoyment. We use the structure 

of ‘Letters and Sounds’ supplemented with the ‘LCP Phonics Planning Toolkit’ and ‘Jolly 

Phonics’ to inform our teaching of phonics.  Phonics is taught daily to children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage and in Key Stage One. We also plan phonic intervention groups for 

pupils in KS2 to ensure that there are no gaps in pupil’s knowledge and that difficulties are 

addressed.  We actively encourage parents and carers to get involved in their child’s 

learning of phonics. We send out weekly homework and have created a guide for parents 

for each phase of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme. We plan phonic workshops and stay 

and play sessions for parents and carers to help them to support their child with phonics. 

There is a training clip on the school website that demonstrates how to enunciate each 

phoneme (letter sound) as well as a phonics clip from the computer programme ‘Espresso’ 

for parents and carers to view with their child.  

 

 

Reading  

At Woods  Loke Primary School ensure that children are enabled to express themselves 

creatively and imaginatively as they become fluent, enthusiastic and critical readers of 

stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and media texts. With this is mind, our 

children will gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, 

structures and origins. 

We want all of our children to become confident, independent readers, using a wide range 

of reading strategies including phonics to decode new words and understand the text. We 

aim to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with a wide range of 

challenging and substantial texts and teaching through Guided Reading.  

At our school we use a variety of reading schemes within our Guided Reading sessions, 

including Oxford Reading Tree, Rigby Star/Navigator and a range of quality non-fiction 

and fiction texts form The Collins Big Cat series. Each Key Stage has a range of Guided 

Reading book packs, which are phonically decode able for younger readers and span classic 

to contemporary fiction and a range of non-fiction texts across Key Stage 1 and 2. These 

are used in Guided Reading activities to enhance children’s understanding of the texts. 

As a school, we want to develop within every child a love and enjoyment of books and 

reading for pleasure! 


