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It’s normal at this time of year, to look back and reflect on everything that’s been achieved 

during the Autumn term, and what an interesting term it’s been!  

We came back in September with the twin aims of making school feel as ‘normal’ as possible, 

and working hard to ensure our children caught up after 6 months of lost learning. Having 

looked at the results of our end of term assessments, it is clear that a large majority of 

our children are not only very close to making up that lost time already, but many of them 

are well on the way to meeting their age related expectations. The fact that we have seen 

such a huge amount of progress in such a short time is testament to the efforts of the 

children, and our teachers and support staff, all of whom have worked extremely hard 

during what has been a long, busy and tiring term. 

We are also incredibly lucky to enjoy the support of our parents, and this is borne out by 

the results of our recent questionnaire which saw a record number of responses and 

overwhelmingly positive feedback. We intend to share the full results with you in January, 

but a very big ‘thank you’ to those of you who took the time to respond. 

This Christmas in school has, of course, not quite been the same but, as the pictures below 

show, we’ve done our best to enjoy some festivities. I hope your own Christmas is a good 

one, and we look forward to seeing you all return in January, ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and 

ACHIEVE on into the new year. 

Enjoy this newsletter, stay safe and take care. 

 



The Woods Loke Santa Dash is a new, fun annual event for our school and another virtual event 

for primary schools across the country, which was due to be held in the first week of 

December. Due to the weather, we couldn’t get outside for our run, however, we had a Plan B 

- Santa Dodge! Each class took part in a 15-minute dodgeball match, across the course of the 

day. This was to recognise that we are still being active throughout December.  
As a school, we have been recognised for our “ongoing commitment and 

achievements in the school games programme during the Autumn and 

Spring term”. We have also received an award for our “support, 

commitment and engagement of virtual programmes during the 

summer term 2020”. 

This is a massive achievement for our school to be awarded these. 

We’ve had every child representing our school in our virtual 

tournaments. A great sporting success! 

Year 1 & 2 have started their gymnastics block of work which will continue in 

the new year. It’s been great to see the children develop their skills and to now 

be able to create a basic sequence. In the new year we will be looking at using 

more apparatus and to extend their knowledge in 

gymnastics.  

Year 3 have just finished their skittle ball activity. This block of work has 

shown that the children can work in teams and understand the basic rules 

of a game. It has helped them with their own self-confidence, and now 

they understand the importance of working as a team.  

Year 4 have started their block of Kwik Cricket. They 

have been learning different ways to receive the ball; when fielding and have 

now learnt the basic underarm bowl. The children now have a better 

understanding where positioning when batting is concerned.  

Year 5 & 6 are still in their “Sport education basketball 

season”. Every lesson the children are responsible for: Setting up pitches, 

Organising equipment, Leading warmups, Leading skill-based practices, 

Officiating matches, Recording results, Participating in matches, and 

Recording stats. This will really help them to develop leadership skills for 

the future. (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had another busy half term. We have continued 

our nature days, covering a wide range of themes including fire, 

owls, spiders, worms and hibernation. During our fire topic we 

learnt about fire safety and even made our own fire using the 

fire pit and toasted marshmallows. Whilst learning about worms 

we went down to the field and did a ‘worm 

dance’ drawing all of the worms up onto the 

surface. We collected a few of the worms and made a wormery. The 

children loved seeing how the worms make their burrows. The children 

have also really enjoyed making plans for their learning recently. Some 

children planned to make a bird box which they then got to make using 

the wood work bench and real tools! See if you can spot the boxes hung 

up in the Reception playground.  

We have now finished learning our phase 2 phonics sounds and have moved on to phase 3. The 

children have started bringing reading books home each week and we are really impressed with 

how well they are doing with their blending and segmenting. The children are applying their 

phonics knowledge to their writing too, we are getting lots of lovely stories and captions 

written. In maths we have been learning about 1 more and 1 less than a given number. We have 

also been focusing on time and days of the week, the children enjoyed thinking about which 

activities we would do in the day and which we would do at night.  

 

Nursery have had a brilliant half term. They have enjoyed spending time outside digging, 

making dens and planting some flowers. We have had a different nature theme each week 

including hedgehogs, owls and fires. The children learnt a lot during each theme and loved 

having a hedgehog visit us in Nursery. A lot of children also decided to make their own 

hedgehogs and owls out of various materials. We talked about fire safety and following on 

from some campfire roleplay we made our own fire and toasted marshmallows to make s’mores! 

A lot of children have also been roleplaying frozen 

and enjoyed creating their own Elsa dresses and 

gloves to wear. They then performed songs to each 

other and made castles out of junk modelling. 

We have a lovely connection with Oulton Park Care 

Home and some of the children made Christmas 

pictures for the residents. The residents also made 

some for us and we have been speaking to them over 

video calls, the children really enjoyed singing our 

Christmas songs to them! 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



It’s hard to believe that we have come to the end of the first term. Though things have been 

different, we have all still had a very productive term and had lots of fun along the way. I am 

extremely proud of the children who have adapted so well and achieved so much. Also all the 

lovely staff across the phase who have had such a positive, enthusiastic attitude towards 

adapted routines and structures, increased workloads and a myriad of things from hand 

sanitizer to timetables.  

Great work has been in evidence across the 

four classes, with Year One focusing on Africa. There has been exotic fruit tasting leading to 

descriptive writing. African drum music has been echoing across the playground and some 

lovely versions of ‘Going on a Lion Hunt’. Year Two have been very focused on developing and 

embedding key writing skills and reading comprehension through their Migration topic, which 

stems from our half termly art stimulus ‘The Great Migration’ by Jason Morgan. They have 

also produced impressive versions of the picture using a variety of art skills. 

Christmas festivities have taken place, despite restrictions, and we have all had a lot of fun 

rehearsing and performing for the school recording. ‘Step into Christmas’ is in all of our heads 

for ever! 

Fun, games and tasty nibbles, all be it in our bubbles, were enjoyed by all, as well as a Christmas 

Panto. Maybe not quite as good as a live performance but still lots of audience participation.  

Though things maybe ‘the new normal’ for a while thank you for your continued support. Please 

do communicate with us as by working closely together is the best way to support children as 

they progress along their Woods Loke Learning Journey. 

Best wishes for a peaceful and relaxing Christmas break. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Both year groups have been working really hard in the run up to Christmas. It’s been a long 

term with lots of fantastic learning. In a way it has also been a sad term as we have said 

goodbye to Mrs Blyth who has been covering maternity leave. We would all like to wish Mrs 

Blyth all the best and thank her for the work she has done. However, this departure has 

resulted in the return of Mrs Merrill who has been off after having a wonderful baby boy. She 

has now returned to teaching for a rest! In addition, we have also appointed a new teacher to 

work alongside Mrs Merrill. Miss Aldous will be working Thursday and Fridays in 3SM, with 

Mrs Merrill teaching Monday to Wednesday. They are both very experienced teachers and 

they will make a fantastic team.  

Year 3 have been getting stuck into some brilliant work all about 

space! They have learnt all about the moon landings, as well as 

the lives of Neil Armstrong and Tim Peake. The children then 

used their knowledge to create some fantastic news reports 

about famous space events and biographies about their space 

champions. 3CE stayed with the space theme. However, they 

decided to move this towards a play. As it was close to 

Christmas, ‘away in a manger’ gave way to, ‘Away in A Spaceship’. 

This was a great depiction of Christmas from the point of view from visiting aliens. We would 

like to thank all the help given to the children in the making of props and costumes.  

Year 4 have been basing all their work around island survival. They started off by looking at 

the globe, discussing the different climates and how they change around the earth, then 

thinking about what an island would be like at these varying locations. From here the children 

then discussed the issues of survival they would face if they were stranded on an island, looking 

at what things you would need to prioritise. They also discussed the rule of law and what laws 

they would make if they needed to start a new civilisation on their islands.  

All this work on island survival gave rise to some 

brilliant writing. First the children studied poetry and 

produced three poems. The first describing the island 

setting, the second an emotive poem that explored 

the feelings involved with being stranded, and finally 

a narrative poem, telling the story of their rescue. 

They then finished up with some fantastic island-

based adventure stories.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



This half term, Years 5 and 6 have been learning about the Victorians. Our learning journey 

began with the key question- Who were the Victorians? This enabled pupils to learn about 

Queen Victoria, her life, her family and her legacy. Pupils were encouraged to use an enquiry 

based approach to their learning, which involved pupils researching aspects of Queen Victoria’s 

life which interested them most. 
Following on from our introduction to the Victorians, the pupils have also studied what 

childhood was like during the Victorian era. They have been learning about poverty, working in 

factories, chimneys and coal mines and the dangers associated with working from a very early 

age. The most fascinating part of our topic occurred as pupils learned about school life for 

children in the Victorian age, especially the repetitive learning they encountered and the 

punishments given if the pupils did not behave! Pupils discovered that the cane or wearing the 

‘Dunce’s Hat’ were quite minor responses compared to more severe consequences such as 

wearing a log or being suspended from the school roof in a basket!  

On a more positive note, the Year 5 and 6 pupils also 

looked at home life for Victorian children. In 

particular, learning about what food was eaten for meal 

times and what children did in their leisure time. Pupils 

wrote diary entries, detailing a Saturday afternoon 

playing with wooden dolls, trains or hopscotch outside. 

There was also a study of Victorian houses and how 

rooms were decorated. This lead to an artist study of 

William Morris and how his patterns were used as 

wallpaper in many Victorian homes. The Year 5 and 6 

pupils used their study of William Morris to recreate his work and they made their own designs.  

Pupils have also looked key inventions from the Victorian period such as the telephone, trains, 

medicines and the introduction of seaside holidays. Time was spent looking at entertainment 

at the seaside and in particular how Punch and Judy shows became popular during this time. 

Some of our Year 5 and 6 pupils chose to make their own puppets and recreated the infamous 

story using an authentic theatre backdrop and their amazing acting skills! 

After such a busy and information-filled half term, the children are working towards our topic 

finale- ‘A Victorian Christmas Celebration.’ This promises to be an interesting close to the 

topic, as the children look in detail at how Christmas was celebrated in the Victorian period, 

completing their learning with a few Victorian Parlour games! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



What a busy term in The Woodlands! We have been working on subtraction 

and number bonds in our maths. We have used practical resources to solve 

problems and we have been learning the inverse of addition and 

subtraction. 

In English we have been learning 

about planning a story. Our focus 

has been to become more 

independent and remember our 

target of good punctuation. The children were so 

engrossed in their writing they did not want to stop 

and continued to write after break time! We have 

also enjoyed our visual phonics zoom sessions with 

Lucy Parker from the Speech and Language unit. This 

uses sign language to help children learn phonics for reading and writing - GREAT FUN!  

The children have been working on speaking and listening 

skills in Nurture. They have been working as a team and 

working cooperatively with partners. This picture shows 

how they were writing on post it notes something lovely 

about each other.  
The children all took part in a pentathlon organised by Mr 

Hunt and thoroughly enjoyed the challenge. They all 

received medals for their participation.  

 

The children enjoyed learning ‘Step into 

Christmas ‘and performing for you. They even 

made some fabulous Elton John specs for you! 

 

All the children have made us so proud of 

them. They have shown excellent progress, 

resilience and independence this term. They 

remain positive about their attitude to 

learning and we could not ask any more of 

them.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



While we sincerely hope that we will soon be able to return to normality in school, at the 

moment, the Government guidance for schools remains unchanged. Therefore, when we return 

in January, school will operate in exactly the same way as it does now, including our staggered 

start and finish times. In light of one or two comments on our parent questionnaire, I hope the 

following reminders will be helpful to us all in January: 

 We would ask all parents to be mindful of social distancing while on the school site 

 In order to avoid unnecessary queuing, especially for Y3 and 4 parents, please remember 

that each class has a 10-minute window in which to arrive – there is no need to be on 

site, queuing, before the doors open 

 Our one-way systems in and out of school are designed to prevent people walking across 

each other. While it may be tempting to use the Lavenham Way gate as an entrance 

rather than walking around, please try to help us by following the rules and being 

considerate to everybody who comes on to our school site 

 On the subject of the Lavenham Way gate, we are only using this in the current 

emergency situation and have had to apply to Suffolk County Council for permission to 

do so. Please respect our neighbours when parking around that area and again, only use 

it as an exit. If the gate continues to be used as a ‘quick entrance’, the Council may 

require us to close it 

 Please remember that the staff car park should not be used by parents. As we are 

currently using the car park as an exit for some year groups, it is potentially dangerous 

to mix cars and large groups of parents and children in the same space 

Nevertheless, we would like to take this opportunity to say a very big ‘thank you’ to everyone 

who has adapted to, and supported the way the school is forced to operate at the moment. We 

genuinely do appreciate the way our community has come together and helped to keep each 

other safe at the present time. 

 

 

 
 

 This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 


