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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2020 

It’s been a very long while since I’ve written an introduction to our school newsletter, and 

things have clearly changed considerably since February when the last one came out. 

However, I think I can speak for our entire school community when I say that we’re 

delighted to have been back in school for the past seven weeks and we’re all looking forward 

to the rest of the academic year. I’ve mentioned to you previously that our aim this year 

has been to make school feel as ‘normal’ as possible in the current circumstances, and 

walking around the school there is a real sense of everyone ‘getting on as normal’. Obviously 

there have been changes – new rules and limitations – but our children, without exception, 

have accepted things and simply got on with the business of learning. They may be working 

and playing solely in their bubbles, and they may be sitting in rows in their classrooms but, 

as the lovely pictures below show, everyone is actually really happy to be back in school, 

and that is a fantastic thing to see. 

Of course, it isn’t only the children; our staff have had to get used to new ways of working, 

and our parents too have had to adapt to our new start and finish times. However, our 

entire school community has pulled together and supported each other and that is what has 

made our return to ‘normal’ so smooth and straightforward – ‘thank you’ to you all. 

Of course we, like everyone else, are unsure what the future will hold, but you can rest 

assured that here at school we will continue to do everything we possibly can to ensure that 

all our children are able to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE to the best of their ability. 

Enjoy this newsletter, and stay safe and take care. 

 



Mr Hunt, our PE lead, has won an award during lockdown called the “Lock 

Down Hero award”. This award was open to all the schools in the North 

Suffolk area and, thanks to all of your wonderful votes and comments for 

Mr Hunt, he was one of the winners for this area! What an amazing 

achievement, recognising the efforts that he made to keep the children’s 

spirits up and to keep them active during a difficult time.  

As a school, we’ve also achieved something quite amazing during lockdown. 

Due to the children’s and Mr Hunt’s hard work, we finished joint 1st in 

the North Suffolk School Games virtual school championship, out of 20 

other school in the Lowestoft area; a massive achievement!  

So, big congratulations to our very own Lock Down Hero – Mr Hunt and to the children of 

Woods Loke! 

 

Virtual tournaments in schools 

 

Over the 2020 Autumn term we will be participating in 

Virtual tournaments and In-Schools Festivals. Our 5 

Virtual Challenges this term will be contested by schools 

from across Suffolk; these 5 Challenges include: 

 Cross Country 

 Rugby 

 Multi Skills / Fitness 

 Panathlon Multi Skills 

 Sports Hall Athletics 

 

Our two ‘In-School Festivals’ will replace our traditional competitions of Matball and UniHoc. 

These Festivals will focus on team work and give more children a chance to represent their 

school than the traditional events. 

In school we’ve already had over 400+ children take part in each of our first two events – cross 

country and rugby. 

 

PE sports star of the week 

Mr Hunt has introduced a PE sports star of the week. There are only 3 given out each week 

across the school. This award has to be earnt for something amazing a child has achieved 

outside of school in extra -curricular clubs. So if your child has done something amazing, please 

email – PE@woodsloke.org for a chance for your child to win this award. (Mr Jones & Mr Hunt) 
 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 

mailto:PE@woodsloke.org


We have had a fantastic first half term with all of the children. We are amazed at how well 

they have settled in and become familiar with school routines.  
Reception have been enjoying their ‘Nature Mondays’, with each week having a different theme. 

So far we have covered sticks, leaves, apples, hedgehogs and mushrooms! All of the children 

are now becoming very observant around their natural surroundings and 

can identify signs of Autumn. We have learnt about deciduous trees and 

why trees lose their leaves. Another highlight has been learning about 

hedgehogs and having a real hedgehog called Wilbur come to visit. We 

learnt a lot about hedgehogs including how to help a hedgehog if you spot 

one in your garden and even made our own hedgehogs out of clay and 

natural materials we found on a nature walk.  

We have now started teaching phase 2 phonics and the children are 

learning how to blend and segment using the sounds we have learnt so 

far. In maths, we have focused on our numbers to 5, sorting and 

classifying and 2D shapes. The children loved learning about the number 5 and throwing a party 

for one of our teddies who was turning 5! All of the children have enjoyed their PE sessions 

with Mr Hunt and have been practising their ball control skills and spatial awareness, they even 

completed a cross country challenge for the sports virtual tournament, having to do 4 laps of 

the school field! 

 

Nursery enjoyed starting the term sharing their All About Me boxes 

and getting to know all of their new friends. They have been busy 

exploring areas and have taken many different interests, one in 

particular being role play. The children love playing in the home corner 

acting out different roles together. The role play has continued outside 

where children have built houses and cars using our construction 

equipment. They have spent a lot of time in the mud kitchen making 

various meals and they even built an ice cream shop to serve from. 

Another main focus has been mini-beasts and going on bug hunts. We learnt about mini-beats 

habitats and what they like to eat. The children have started to make their own bug hotel and 

found insects which we investigated. They have also enjoyed going on nature walks to the main 

school field and forest school area where they collected leaves and discovered an apple tree 

and some mushrooms.  

 

We have been teaching phase 1 phonics and the children have enjoyed taking part in activities 

using their listening skills. We have also been learning how to count objects accurately and 

have started to identify some numbers. It has been lovely to see the children settle in and 

become confident in such a short space of time! 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



It has been lovely to see how well everyone has settled back into school despite the long break, 

especial the children moving up into Year One. All staff have been very impressed in how the 

‘new normal’ routines have become established. 
Both year groups have enjoyed their time on the new playground equipment and are looking 

forward to their next slot. 

Year One have been very busy focusing on number and addition in Maths and developing writing 

based around the traditional tale of The Three Little Pigs and also the funny alternative 

version ‘The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig.  They have also been recognising, 

describing and comparing the properties of materials and thinking which might make a good 

pig house. In art they have produced some fantastic self-portraits in the style of Van Gogh. 

Year Two have been Woods Loke Learners and really focused. They are adapting well to the 

slightly different classroom environment of sitting in rows and they all deserve to feel proud 

of their start to the year. Our learning has had an Owl theme, linked to the book ‘The Owls 

Who was Afraid of the Dark’.  We had a fantastic visit from Fritton Owl Sanctuary when we 

learnt lots of interesting information and also got to meet two gorgeous owls in person. There 

have been some great recounts, descriptive poems and imaginative stories of Plop’s next 

adventure. In science we have looked at habitats and food chains with an owl focus, and tried 

to answer the question ‘How can we prove what owls eat?’ by dissecting owl pellets which caused 

great excitement! 

 

We are already looking forward to next half term, when Year One will have a Geography theme 

looking at Africa and linked to the book ‘Handa’s Hen’. Year Two will be reading ‘Follow the 

Swallow’ by Julia Donaldson and then investigating ‘Migration’. 

All of the Key Stage One staff would like to thank you for the support from home in these 

unusual times.  Communication is so important, which is trickier currently, but please do email 

or phone us with any questions or concerns. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



The Summer Holidays and lockdown have fast become a distant memory and we have had a 

great start to the new year with the children settling back into school life. Year 3 have done 

really well adjusting to the expectations of Key Stage Two and all children across the Key 

Stage are working hard towards being a rounded Woods Loke Learner. Both year groups have 

been focusing on key skills in English and Maths.  
Year 3 and 4 have both started with a history focused 

topic; Year 3 have kicked off the new academic year 

looking ancient Egypt and Year 4 by looking at the Roman 

Empire, with a focus on Pompeii.  

Year 3 kicked off their topic looking at Tutankhamun. The 

children read books, watched videos, hot seated an ancient 

Egyptian and used the internet to understand this 

pharaoh’s story. With all this information they then 

compiled a non-chronological report.  

The second text type studied in Year 3 has been instructions. Getting into the spirt of the 

Egyptians, the children went through the gory mummification process, wrapping a child in toilet 

roll (no children were harmed in this process). From this they then created their own set of 

mummification instructions.  

In Year 4, the children needed to learn about the fate of the ancient city of Pompeii, so they 

learnt about volcanoes and how they shape the environment and the lives of people that live 

near them. Studying volcanoes, the children used different research techniques and began to 

build up their understanding. With their research they then compiled non-chronological 

reports, grouping their information. 

There has also been some exciting science happening across the Key 

Stage. Year 3 have been studying plants. So they could see inside 

real plants and see how they transport water, the children used 

coloured water to make the different parts of plant stems become 

visible. 4JW have been looking at sound, with some interesting 

experiments looking at how sound is made from vibrations., and 4RJ 

have been studying electricity. They started by discussing electrical 

safety, then moved on to drawing circuit diagrams and doing an 

investigation looking at different conductors and insulators.   

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have been taken to another dimension for our topic this half term! We started 

our topic by studying the first moon landing - watching clips and commentary to reflect on the 

excitement of stepping on the moon for the first time! This resulted in some great, imaginative 

writing with pupils in role as Neil Armstrong. 
Alongside our focus on the first moon landing, we have 

been learning about the Earth, the Sun and the Moon. 

We learned about the features of the different 

planets of the solar system and researched facts 

about planets. We focused on our Woods Loke Learning 

Behaviour ‘working in different ways’ to present our 

research, using mnemonics and information texts. 

We have had many opportunities to use the knowledge we 

have gained from our research to apply to other subjects. For 

example, we used a study of Van Gogh’s ‘A Starry Night’ and 

the work of artist Peter Thorpe to recreate some of his 

famous artwork about Space. We also used Holst ‘The 

Planets’ as music stimulus to inspire additional art work. In 

Year 5 we have been reading George’s Secret Key to Universe 

which we have used to make predictions, write chapters and 

to imagine what it would be like to explore space. In Year 6, we have used a documentary about 

Apollo 11 to inspire first person recount writing and we have also read ‘Cosmic’ as part of a 

study of the Sci-Fi genre. This generated some excellent pieces of writing- full of atmosphere! 

Having completed our fact-finding mission about Space and the Solar System, our pupils have 

designed their own space buggies for the solar system- considering the land forms, climate, 

animal and plant life and how to survive on their planet! We have designed some very interesting 

modules and will consider how Space might become a holiday destination in the future! We also 

have a Space Zoom Presentation from David Gwyn (Astronomy Expert). It has certainly been 

a case of one giant leap for Years 5 and 6 with this topic!! 

We have been so impressed with the way the children have settled back into school this term. 

They have already produced some fantastic pieces of work, demonstrating they are certainly 

ready to learn, able to work in different ways, reflect on their learning and they never give up 

with the challenges we have presented to them so far. Thank you Years 5 and 6 for having such 

a positive and hard-working start to the year. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



The children in ‘The Woodlands’ have settled well into the routine of our mornings. Our focus 

has been to become more independent and resilient, building on prior learning. The children 

have made a great start rising to the challenges presented to them. 
In English we have been focussing on the children independently 

writing sentences with capital letters, full stops, finger spaces, and 

writing on the line. The children have enjoyed making up their own 

versions of an acorn story. This story was about an acorn that fell to 

the ground and was crushed under foot but put branched down then 

slowly grew into a beautiful oak tree. They were able to retell their 

story in order, using puppets then writing their story using the skills 

above. They have also been working on their sequencing and 

comprehension skills.  
 

The Woodlands children have been learning about 

the importance of family during our nurture time. 

They have been talking about who is in their family 

and why they are important to them.  They have also 

been learning about feelings and how to identify 

them. 
 

In Maths the children have been learning to order 

and sequence numbers. They were counting in steps 

and discovering more than and less than a given 

number. Some of the children were able to use their 

knowledge of multiples to continue a sequence. 
 

The children have also enjoyed learning outdoors through investigating the Autumn season. 

They observed and matched colours of natural objects. 

They discovered types of berries and seeds in the 

hedge rows and went on a mini beast hunt. The children 

noticed Autumn changes. We are hoping to make bird 

food cakes and insect hotels in due course.  
 

We are proud of how well the children have engaged 

with their learning this half term and look forward to 

see them going from strength to strength over the next 

term. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



  

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 A new building on the site 

of our old swimming pool 

New windows 

around the school 

A new canopy for Nursery 

A new trim trail 


