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A note from Mr Crawley
In our last newsletter we revealed the exciting news that Woods Loke had been selected to be a ‘RISE’
school for attendance and behaviour — the only primary school in the Eastern region. As part of that
initiative, we are required to hold a number of open days where senior staff from other schools spend the
day with us to see all the different things that we do. We held our first open day on 18" March and we
welcomed 15 Headteachers from a variety of schools, both local and further afield. We gave them a full
tour of the school and they spent the day talking to staff and children, immersing themselves in our ethos,
and finding out about all the things that we’ve done over the past few years to make our pupils’ behaviour
and attendance so exceptional. As ever, our children were a credit to the school and it would be fair to say
that our visitors were very, very impressed with what they saw. At the end of the day, we asked them to
complete a feedback form, and this is just a selection of some of the things they wrote:

* What an amazing school - | was blown away

e Every class was calm and purposeful - | couldn't believe it

* The behaviour we saw across the school was impeccable

e The whole school was so tidy and the displays were beautiful

* Fabulous facilities - you are so lucky

e Beyond brilliant - it was so informative and so, so inspiring

* Lovely to see such a well organised, inspirational school

e No wonder your attendance is so good - who wouldn't want to come to such a fabulous school

* The culture of excellence and high expectations shines through

* ['ve never visited a school quite like this - it's glorious

* I'mjust so jealous!
As we’ve said before, because we only know our own school, it is easy to lose sight of all the great things
that go on at Woods Loke, so it’s lovely to hear such fantastic comments from visitors who work in other
schools and are able to offer an opinion on how our school compares to others.
Speaking of great things, this newsletter is full of them. Even though the half term has been a short one,
we’ve packed a lot in, as the following pages will demonstrate. So, do enjoy reading the newsletter, have a
peaceful and restful Easter break, and we look forward to seeing you all return refreshed and ready to
LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into the summer term.
Can you find the Easter egg hidden on each page?
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Irf‘vMaple, we started the term by learning all about people who help us. As part of our learning, we were
very excited to welcome a visit from our local fire station. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about
the life of a firefighter. They even got to sit in the fire engine and they had the opportunity to squirt water
onto the playground using the hose!

Our role play area transformed into Maple hospital, the children took on different roles of doctors, nurses
and patients. They enjoyed looking after their friends and helping them recover from many different
injuries and illnesses.

We then moved our learning on to all about spring. The children have developed their mark making skills as
they have created pictures of daffodils and trees filled with blossom. We also went on walks to forest
school to look for new signs of spring in our environment.

Lastly we had a little change with our shepherds hut in the garden and it is now our sand shed, which has
provided more opportunities for imaginative play. The children have been busy making ice-creams, cakes
and drinks for their friends.
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Willow Nursery have had another wonderful half term. We have enjoyed the slightly warmer weather and
have been observing the spring flowers which have begun to grow in our garden. We have continued with
our nature days each week covering topics such as snails, herbs, nests and spiders.

The children have enjoyed celebrating World Down Syndrome Day. All the children came to school wearing
odd socks to celebrate how everyone is unique and different. They all planted their own sunflowers and we
discussed how they will grow at different times, just like us! We then all enjoyed drawing our own self
portraits discussing our similarities and differences before holding a cake sale to raise money for DSUK.
The children have enjoyed turning our role play area into a vets following their interests in animals. They
have learnt the role of a vet and how to help look after different animals. The children have also enjoyed
building different shelters for animals and we have had lots of zoo's made out of duplo!

The School Council has had a great half term fundraising for our chosen charities. The Easter bake sale
raised an amazing £510.22! A special thank you goes to the school kitchen, Tesco's, Morrison's and of
course everyone in our school community who kindly made and donated cakes!

The bunny run which is still taking place this week has been a lot of fun, some children have been dressed
as bunnies to make it even more exciting. Please remember to pay through your Arbor account any sponsor
money collected.

Thank you for your donations for the biscuits on parents consultations, we were able to collect £84 for the
East Anglian Air Ambulance!

As well as fundraising for our school, the School Council are the pupil voice for all our children. They are
there to listen and represent the school as a whole and they do an incredible job!

I'm looking forward to our last term together where the highlight will be afternoon tea with the governors
and the school talent shows!

Mrs. Barratt
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It has been another very busyand exciting half term in Reception.
The children have continued to make great progress in phonics,
working hard to read and write a wide range of words and simple
sentences. It has been lovely to see their confidence grow, with
many children becoming more fluent readers and keen to apply
their knowledge when reading different books.

In Maths, the children particularly enjoyed collecting and
presenting their own data. Many created surveys about favourite
ice cream flavours, colours, or animals, before turning their results
into pictograms and block charts. They have also been exploring
doubling and number bonds to 5, including subtraction facts and
have shown a great understanding with this. The children especially
enjoyed learning about even and odd numbers and counting in
twos. We have been very impressed with how quickly they are
beginning to recall key number facts.

Our topic on animals has been a big highlight this half term. The
children have found out about different types of animals, including
their features, diets, habitats and life cycles. During a minibeast
hunt around the school grounds they discovered a variety of
insects, including ladybirds, beetles and caterpillars. Following on
from this, many children used their creativity to design and make
their own animals using a range of materials. We also enjoyed a visit
from our school tortoise, Woody. The children loved learning about
him and spending time observing him up close. He was very
confident and friendly with everyone!

A particularly exciting moment was our visit from Mini Monsters,
where the children had the chance to see, touch and even hold

animals including a snake, a bearded dragon, a millipede and a giant §

snail. They were incredibly brave! We found out lots of information
and some children even created their own fact book about the
animals they met. The children also experienced their first school
trip to Carlton Marshes, which further developed their love of
animals and nature. During the visit, they enjoyed pond dipping,
leaf rubbing, bug hunting, and a scavenger hunt, as well as time
playing in the park. We are already looking forward to our next
school trip!

Other learning experiences included creating Woods Loke Bakery.
Some children designed and built their own bakery. They make
menus, baker’s hats and pretend food to sell. This learning was
extended further when they made real pizzas to share with their
friends. Meanwhile, other children showed an interest in campfires,
setting up their own for role play. This led to exploring the forest

school area where we made a real campfire. We have really enjoyed |
spending more time in the forest school this half term. The children §

love exploring outdoors, working as a team and developing new
skills.
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Spring has arrived and our Year 1 and 2 children have certainly been

¥ blossoming in their learning this term!

In Year 1, the children have loved learning all about dinosaurs! They created their own dinosaur stories,
fact files and poems. We wrote letters which we sent to The Natural History Museum asking them
questions that we would like to know the answers to about dinosaurs. We also learnt about the famous
palaeontologist Mary Anning and her discoveries of dinosaur fossils. We got to explore some real-life
fossils too! In phonics, we have been revisiting previously taught sounds and in our grammar lessons we
have focussed on nouns, adjectives and conjunctions. In maths, the children have been very busy solving
missing number problems, learning about multiplication, division, weight and capacity. We have had DT
this half term with Mr Morgan, the children have created some amazing pop up books using a variety of
different mechanisms for each page. In art the children were introduced to the artist Pablo Picasso, the
children created their own versions of ‘Fish Bones’ by colour mixing and coiling paper to make the fish's
fins and tails. In science we have been focusing on the different animal groups, including fish and reptiles
which the children enjoyed observing.

f

3
Leary Aspire, hene!

e N
Year 2 have been learning all about Australia. We used atlases to locate the country in the World and
have used information texts to learn about animals and places to visit. We studied the Uluru Rock and
wrote a discussion text to consider whether or not people should be allowed to climb the rock. We found
out all about The Great Barrier Reef and how this beautiful part of our world is at risk of being spoiled by
litter and pollution. As our focus art, we learned about Gloria Petyarre and her aboriginal art work ‘Bush
Leaf Medicine’ We discovered the aborigines used earth colours in their designs and use dot patterns on
tools such as the boomerang and the didgeridoo. We were really amazed when Mr Javes played the
didgeridoo instrument to us and this inspired us to make our own didgeridoos! We were also inspired by
didgeridoo music in our dance sessions with Mrs Halse. We worked in teams to be snakes, kangaroos or
emus, as part of a traditional Aboriginal tribal dance! In Science, Year 2 have been learning all about
materials. We found out about why materials are used for certain jobs and we used vocabulary such as
opaque, transparent, flexible, waterproof and absorbent. We helped our focus book character ‘Traction
Man’ to complete some investigations about which materials are flexible or waterproof and to test which
materials are the most absorbent to use in his next mission!
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Term 2 over already (how did that happen?) and the first signs of Spring as we look forward to Easter. It has
been another busy, though short term across both year groups. There have been so many learning
opportunities packed in. Both year 3 and 4 enjoyed the orienteering sessions. A lot of fun was had using
compasses, learning symbols and applying map skills to locate tiny, hidden flags around the area.

Year 3 have had food technology this half term with Mr Morgan, making delicious smelling bread. The
Bunny Run was an energetic event for all the classes with everyone giving their best effort. The number of
laps completed was impressive!

Year 3’s topic, ‘Extreme Weather’ has been a stimulus for adventure story writing and geography vocabulary
development. In maths they have been focusing on Time and money - very tricky indeed!

They have been using our computing skills to write non chronological reports on hurricanes and tornadoes.
The children enjoyed reading one of their class texts: Dodge and the Tornado which they used to write an
exciting story encompassing character development as well as scene setting and problem solving.

Year 3 science topic was rocks and soils where we learned about all different rock and soil types before
investigating how fossils are formed.

Year 4 have been so inspired and fired up by our ‘Save Our Planet’ focus. We have researched energy
sources and written balance arguments for and against different ones. The use of persuasive language and
use of the text type style was impressive. This was then applied again in persuasive letters to Mr Crawley
about palm oil use in school. Finally, the children wrote powerful letters to Sir Keir Starmer to convince him
to reduce single use plastic. There are definitely some budding politicians in Year 4! We look forward to
seeing if we get a reply from 10 Downing Street! In maths we have been cycling through the learning
objectives, developing confidence and fluency. As always there has been regular times tables practise to
embed these.

Next term we look forward to trips and visits for both years, as well as specialist teachers working with the
children. Enjoy the break everyone and we look forward to our final term with more sunshine and longer
evenings.



Year 5 have based their learning this half term around the topic title, ‘All the World's a Stage’. The children
have been learning about Shakespeare, in particular one of, his many plays, Macbeth. In learning about
William Shakespeare as a writer, they have also learnt about The Globe Theatre and its history. From here,
the children then learnt about the history of local theatres, as well as different jobs roles within this
industry. When learning about plays, it would to be right to not perform! Year 5 used different various
existing play scripts, getting the feel for how they’re arranged and then moved onto writing and performing
their own.

Year 5 have had a great half term working with not one but two specialist teachers, from Benjamin Britten
High School! Both classes enjoyed working with our specialist art teacher to create a portrait in the style of
one of three artists - Lichtenstein, Picasso or Van Gogh. They then went on to create a Macbeth character
portrait, or a portrait of Shakespeare himself in the style of one of their focus artists.

Both classes also had the privilege of working with our specialist music teacher. The children were taught
how to construct and compose different beats with ‘Boom-Whackers’ as well as drum sticks.
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discussed the issues in the book in detail and have written a series of letters offering advice to the
characters in the story while studying formal and informal language, as well as bias and unbiased opinions.
Within their topic work, Year 6 have been looking at the Poles. They were amazed to learn that both Poles
are the two largest deserts in the world! The children then looked at the similarities and differences
between the areas and their resources. In addition, they studied life in these extreme environments and
looked at the indigenous people who inhabit the Arctic circle.

In Year 6, pupils explored the circulatory system, learning how the heart, blood, and blood vessels work
together to transport oxygen, nutrients, and waste products around the body. They identified the roles of
the heart as a pump, the lungs in oxygen exchange, and the importance of keeping the system healthy
through exercise and diet. To deepen their understanding, they also conducted an experiment modelling
how the kidneys filter blood. Using simple materials to represent blood, waste, and filters, the children
observed how unwanted substances can be separated from useful ones, helping them understand the vital
role kidneys play in removing waste and maintaining the body’s balance. This hands-on investigation
supported their scientific thinking and made complex biological processes easier to understand.
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Our Digital Leaders have been busy during their meetings this year. We caught up with some of them to see
what they enjoy about being part of the team!
Jacob- knowing | have a responsibility within my
school community;

Archie- I am interested and enjoy digital
safeguarding;

Ezra- We are able to help keep everyone safe
onlinel;

The team have been busy working on entering the
ChildNet film festival. They have to create a short

people, as well as how young people can keep
themselves and their peers safe whilst using or Y/
encountering Al online. = t\\ \ S \\ ) \ 3 NS TN TN RS R N
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14 of our budding scientists
went to Adastral Park for British
.~ Science Week! Children from

= year 3to 6 were able to take
part in science activities:

| immersive rooms; computer
science activities; and real day,
practical uses of scientific
equipment to make the world
safer. It was such an enjoyable
." day!

EXTENDED SCHOOL

How has another term been completed!? Extended day have had lots of fun. During the February holiday
some of you came along to our activity day. We were able to enjoy making clay love hearts, decorating
pancakes with lots of yummy bits to eat when we were home as well as games of duck duck goose, ten pin
bowling , basket ball and football. During the last few weeks we have made our cards for a person who
looks after us and Easter crafts. With the sun out we enjoy being out at after school . We have enjoyed
seelng you all and hope you enjoy your Easter break.
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