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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2025 

With the Easter holidays almost upon us, it is sadly time for us to say ‘farewell’ to two long 

serving members of staff. Firstly, Mr Franklin, who featured heavily in our last newsletter, 

is leaving us to take up an exciting opportunity leading a brand new nursery. He started out 

with us as a young, enthusiastic volunteer, and it has been fantastic to see him blossom into 

the outstanding professional he now is. 

Secondly, as you know, Mr Sparks will be leaving us to take up a new position as Headteacher 

of Carlton Colville Primary School. It is hard to put into words the impact that Mr Sparks 

has had on our school, but it goes without saying that he has played a massively integral 

part in transforming our school from one that ‘Required Improvement’ to the ‘Outstanding’ 

educational setting that it is today. He led the development of our bespoke curriculum and 

has been instrumental in supporting teaching and learning, amongst many, many other things 

too numerous to mention. Everyone will miss his unending supply of cheerfulness, enthusiasm 

and unerring ability to ‘fix’ whatever problem he is presented with, and of course, his highly 

entertaining singing assemblies. We will all miss him terribly but I’m sure, as he isn’t moving 

too far away, he’ll still keep in touch. I’m sure you’d all like to join me in thanking Mr Sparks 

for his huge contribution to our school and to wish him well as he embarks on the next 

exciting stage of his career – I have no doubt he will do a fantastic job. 

In the meantime, I’d like to wish you all a peaceful and relaxing Easter break. We look 

forward to seeing you all return, suitably refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and 

ACHIEVE on into the summer term. 

‘Farewell Mr Sparks’ 



It has been a busy term in the Maple nursery. We started the 

term off by learning about bears. The children were invited to 

bring in teddies from home to join them at nursery. They took 

their teddies on lovely walks to forest school. One day we came 

into the nursery and all our teddies had disappeared, this meant 

we had to go on a bear hunt. We have also enjoyed a teddy bears 

picnic and a story around the log circle. In other learning we have 

noticed the season change again, 

focusing on the beautiful signs of 

spring. They have planted sunflowers, made tulip artwork and 

created their own little chicks using junk modelling.  

The children decided that they wanted to experience the Maple 

Spa, which was quite a turnout! They bathed their feet in bubbly 

water, enjoyed a calming face mask in the sunshine as well as 

painting nails. It really was a relaxing time.  

Willow Nursery have had a wonderful half term. We have been enjoying 

the slightly warmer weather and enjoyed going on a spring walk around 

our local community looking for spring flowers. We even found a 

tortoise coming out of hibernation in a gentleman’s front garden! 

Continuing our spring theme we have been learning about life cycles. We 

have been observing caterpillars grow and build a chrysalis, we are 

hoping they emerge as butterflies before 

the Easter break!  

This half term we have also started our PE lessons. We have been 

practising moving in different ways 

including hopping, skipping, jumping and 

finding a space. We have also started 

ball skills, rolling balls and throwing 

them to each other. 

We have also celebrated Holi, a Hindu festival which is a festival of 

colour, love, equality and Spring. The children came in old clothes and 

were each given a pot of coloured powder paint. The children enjoyed 

throwing it in the air, making marks with it and jumping in it! 

Nursery 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



It has still been another extremely busy half term in Reception. 

The children are continuing to work hard in our phonics sessions, 

including reading and writing a wide 

range of words and sentences.  
In Maths, the children particularly 

enjoyed finding out about different 

charts and pictograms. Many of the 

children created their own surveys 

about favourite ice cream flavours, 

favourite colours or favourite animals 

and then created their own pictogram 

and block charts to show their results.  

The children have enjoyed finding out about animals this half term. 

They have been finding out about different types of animals, 

animal diets, animal habitats and animal lifecycles. They went on a 

minibeast hunt around the school grounds and found lots of 

different insects, including ladybirds, beetles and caterpillars. 

Following on from this, many of the children have created their 

own animals from junk modelling and fabric. One of the highlights 

this half term was a visit from ‘Mini Monsters’. The children were 

amazed at the animals they saw, 

stroked, and even held. These 

animals included a snake, a bearded dragon, a millipede and a 

giant snail. The children were much braver than the staff! The 

children also experienced their first school trip to Carlton 

Marshes which 

enhanced the 

children’s love of 

animals and nature 

further. They went 

pond dipping, leaf 

rubbing, bug hunting, 

scavenger hunting and they also got to play on the 

park. We are already looking forward to our next 

school trip!  

Reception 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Spring has arrived and our Year 1 and 2 children have 

certainly been blooming in their learning this term! In Year 

1, the children have loved learning all about dinosaurs! They 

created their own dinosaur stories, fact files and poems. 

We wrote letters which we sent to The Natural History 

Museum asking them questions that we would like to know 

the answers to about dinosaurs. We also learnt about the 

famous palaeontologist Mary Anning and her discoveries of 

dinosaur fossils. We got to explore some real-life fossils too! In maths, the children have been 

very busy solving missing number problems, learning about multiplication, fractions, time and 

money. The children enjoyed going to our very own supermarket and farm shop to buy produce 

using their money. Mr Crawley even popped in to buy some shopping!  

In art the children were introduced to the artist Pablo Picasso, the 

children created their own versions of ‘Fish Bones’ by colour mixing and 

coiling paper to make the fish's fins and tails. In science we have been 

focussing on the different animal groups, one of the groups is fish. This 

linked nicely to our artwork and we were very lucky to be able to get 

some fish for our activity area, we called them Pablo and Picasso! The children have loved 

watching the fish and were even more excited when they were joined by some tadpoles!  

Year 2 have been learning all about Australia. We used atlases to locate the 

country in the world and have used information texts to learn about animals 

and places to visit. We studied the Uluru Rock and wrote a discussion text to 

consider whether or not people should be allowed to climb the rock. We found 

out all about The Great Barrier Reef and how this beautiful part of our world 

is at risk of being spoiled by litter and pollution. As our focus art, we learned 

about Gloria Petyarre and her aboriginal artwork ‘Bush Leaf Medicine.’ We 

discovered the aborigines used earth colours in their designs and use dot 

patterns on tools such as the boomerang and the didgeridoo. We were really 

amazed when Mr Javes played the didgeridoo instrument to 

us, and this inspired us to make our own didgeridoos! In Science, Year 2 have 

been learning all about materials. We found out about why materials are used 

for certain jobs and we used vocabulary such as opaque, transparent, 

flexible, waterproof and absorbent. We completed some investigations about 

which materials are flexible or waterproof and we helped our cleaner Julie 

to test which paper towels are the most absorbent to use in the classrooms. 

Years 1 and 2 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Lots has happened this half term with Year 3 doing food technology. They filled the 

department with the delicious smell of bread baking, both sweet and savoury. What a great 

start to the week on a Monday morning!  Year 4 have also filled the department with music, as 

it has been their sessions with our music specialist teacher. The children have very much 

enjoyed this, and their Ukulele skills have developed fantastically. 

As well as this, Year 3 have been having arguments! In fact, learning about balanced arguments 

and debates. They have written balanced arguments showing how to compare ideas and opinions 

and used these to hold debates. They have also studied the structure of play scripts and then 

written their own based on the book ‘Alice in Wonderland’. 

Year 4 have also been exploring play scripts. They have developed teamwork in small groups as 

performers in the cast, each group learning a short scene. After practising, the children 

performed their acts to the rest of the class, in sequence, to retell the story of ‘The Firework 

Maker’s Daughter’. 

In science, the topic has been electricity, and it has been a very practical unit of work. The 

children have very much enjoyed being hands-on using our circuit boards to make bulbs light, 

helicopters spin and sirens sound. We even progressed to two or three at once! The next step 

was using wires to create circuits to test which materials were insulators or conductors.  

Maths this half term has included embedding previous skills and working on unpicking the steps 

needed to answer problems. The children have also been finding perimeters and area, and 

looking at displaying data in graphs and using these to find answers. There has also been a big 

focus on embedding times tables knowledge and recall in preparation for the year 4 skills check 

in June. 

The topic ‘The Grit and Lost Lowestoft’ has produced some 

great newspaper reports and historical events stories. The 

children wrote and used the features of these text types 

after learning the history of the great flood of 1953, and 

the naval bombardment of Lowestoft in WW1. 

As well as this, the Year 4 has had a great trip to the Time 

and Tide Museum to experience life and jobs as part of their learning about the past herring 

fishing industry. We also spent time on the ‘Lydia Eva’ trawler, climbing up and down ladders 

and trialling the sleeping bunks! Discovering that the filming of part of the Willy Wonka film 

took place on this actual ship caused so much excitement. 

Years 3 and 4 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Year 5’s learning has been based around the topic title, ‘All the World's a Stage’. The children 

have been learning about Shakespeare, in particular, Macbeth. In learning about William 

Shakespeare as a writer, they have also learnt about The Globe Theatre and its history. From 

here, the children of 5JW then learnt about the history of local theatres, as well as different 

job roles within this industry. When learning about plays, it wouldn’t be right not to perform. 

Therefore, Year 5 used different various existing play 

scripts, getting the feel for how they’re arranged. 

Moving onto writing and 

performing their own.  
Year 5 have enjoyed working 

with our specialist art teacher 

to create a portrait in the 

style of one of three artists - 

Lichtenstein, Picasso or Van 

Gogh. They then when on to create a Macbeth character portrait, or 

Shakespeare himself in the style of one of their focus artists. 

Year 6 have based all their English work around the award-winning film, ‘Alma’. This short, and 

slightly ominous film is based around a girl named Alma who wanders into a deserted shop. 

Curiosity gets the better of her and she suffers the unfortunate fate of getting locked inside 

a replica doll of herself. The children used this as inspiration for setting descriptions using 

the town and the shops. They then moved onto more detailed character descriptions; thinking 

about not only appearance, but emotions and how these can be conveyed in a variety of ways. 

Year 6 concluded their Alma work, writing detailed newspaper reports, linked to the story. 

Within the reports they focused on how they can use direct and indirect speech help engage 

the reader.  

Year 6’s book, ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’ has also assisted the children’s writing. 

They have discussed the issues in the book in detail. Then the children have written a series 

of letters offering advice to the characters in the book while studying formal and informal 

language, as well as bias and unbiased opinions.  

Within their topic work, Year 6 have been looking at the Poles. They were amazed to learn that 

both Poles are the two largest deserts in the world! The children then looked at the similarities 

and difference between the areas and their resources. In addition, they studied life in these 

extreme environments and looked at the indigenous people who inhabit the Arctic.  

Years 5 and 6 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Our Year 3 cricket team put on an outstanding performance, 

finishing in a well-deserved 3rd place! The team displayed superb 

batting and fielding skills, showing great determination and 

teamwork throughout the 

tournament. Well done to all involved! 

Our Year 6 Swimming Gala was a huge 

success, with some incredible individual performances and a 

fantastic overall team effort. The relay races were particularly 

impressive, showcasing the high standard of swimming talent 

within our school. A big congratulations to all our swimmers! 

Well done to all the children who took part in our dance showcase at the Marina Theatre! Their 

performances were incredible, and their 

bravery to get up on stage in front of 

such a big crowd was truly inspiring. A 

massive thank you to Mr Morgan for his 

dedication and effort in teaching them 

the dance over the last few weeks. 

We are incredibly proud of our students' dedication and achievements in sport. Keep up the 

great work, we look forward to more exciting competitions ahead! (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

On Thursday 27th February, the class librarians, 

accompanied by Mrs Cooke and Mrs Walpole, spent the 

afternoon visiting Lowestoft public library and 

Waterstones, as inspiration for a book wish list for the 

library. It was great to see the children talk knowledgeably 

about books they had enjoyed in the past and to be open to 

considering new material. 

They selected books they 

liked in the library and noted these down. In Waterstones, 

each child selected a book for the school library, which was 

delivered later. They are in the process of reading these 

books (creating recommendation cards to clip to the front 

of each book) before they go into the library to be enjoyed 

by others.  We hope to make these visits an annual event. 

Sports Report 
 

 



‘Tiny the turtle’ has been a popular reminder for everyone at 

Woods Loke School that attendance is very important. He has 

visited the classes with the highest attendance over the past 

weeks and the children have loved having him visit their 

classroom. Equally, the little turtles have been very 

successful, and the School Council are delighted that so many 

children have bought one, helping to raise money at the same time for the WWF. Presently the 

turtles have raised £155. 
The School Council were thrilled with how well the Easter cake sale was supported, in total we 

raised £436.34, which is an incredible amount. The School Council would like to thank Woods 

Loke families, Marney, from our School Kitchen, Tesco, Morrisons and Marks and Spencers for 

their kind donations. The money will also be shared between the charities, Cancer Research 

and the Fishermen's Mission, Lowestoft.  

As the Summer term approaches, the School Council are looking forward to organising the 

class talent shows, where all children across the school have a chance to be a star!!! (Mrs. 

Barratt) 

 

Over to You… 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the School Council… 
 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs). 

 


