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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2023 

The Christmas term is always a busy and frenetic one in schools. It is usually the longest 

half term of the year, the weather is cold and dark and, of course, the excitement of 

Christmas is bubbling away in the classrooms. Nevertheless, all of our staff do a sterling 

job to ensure that, despite all these pressures, they remain focussed on the important 

business of learning, and a read through the pages of this newsletter demonstrates just 

how much learning has taken place during this busy time. Of course, that doesn’t mean we’ve 

ignored the festive season; we’ve had Christmas dinner, Christmas jumper day, Christmas 

performances, the Santa Dash, our Christmas Fayre, and there are still Christmas parties 

to come, and the photos below give a small flavour of everything that’s been going on. It is 

a tricky juggling act to balance celebrating the season with concentrating on our core 

business of learning but, I think, as ever, we’ve managed it. 

I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and we look forward to welcoming you back in 

January to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into 2024. 

 

 



This half term the Maple children have been super busy! We followed the 

children’s interests in campfires in the mud kitchen to having our very 

own campfire with ‘smores’ in the garden.  

We have been keen to explore the weather as it has changed over the 

last few months, enjoying the wind, rain, sun and even a little snow. The 

children have made their own kites, searched around the garden for ice 

and jumped in muddy puddles.  

We have enjoyed lots of baking opportunities, measuring out ingredients 

and taking turns with the mixing! We've made biscuits, scones, fruit 

kebabs, cupcakes and even tried sprouts for our vegetable week! 

We've dressed up and made plane tickets to take us on holiday, the children 

have built obstacle courses in the garden to develop their gross motor skills 

and we've even had time to get out the china set for a cup of tea.  

Willow Nursery have had a very busy half term. We have 

covered lots of different topics in our nature days 

including leaves, fire, pumpkins and hibernation. The 

children helped to create a fire and toasted 

marshmallows, they also have carved pumpkins and tasted 

pumpkin seeds. We have learnt about Robins and created 

bird feeders for them using Cheerios and pipe cleaners.  

The children have really enjoyed making cakes and biscuits with the 

playdough, we have extended this by doing real baking. The children 

helped to make a chocolate cake for Ella the Squirrel and we had a 

party for her. We have also made biscuits, cookies and apple crumble.  

There has been a big interest in police this half term with the 

children making their own police costumes and police station. We have 

read books about police and learnt about their role in the community.  

Leading up to Christmas the children have been busy rehearsing 

Christmas songs and performing them to their families. They also 

enjoyed taking part in lots of Christmas crafts. In the Nursery the children have decorated 

our Christmas tree and made lots of snowflakes out of paper. They have also enjoyed Buddy 

the Elf getting up to mischief every day!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Both Reception classes have also had a very busy and exciting half term. The children have 

shown an interest in countries around the world. They have spent time looking at globes and 

atlases and have enjoyed spotting different flags. Alongside world maps, many children 

created their own treasure maps and pirate hats. We particularly focussed on countries such 

as China, France and Australia. To take the children’s 

interests further we researched animals found in China, 

looked at Chinese landmarks and tasted traditional food 

from China. We were amazed at how all the children 

were willing to try everything and most wanted seconds! 

When finding out about Australia, the children explored 

Australian art and created their own aboriginal 
masterpieces using their hand prints and dots of paint. 
We are so proud of how far the children have already come with their reading and writing. 

They have been working so hard in our phonics sessions, learning lots of new sounds and tricky 

words. They have then used their new knowledge to write for many different purposes. In 

Maths, the children have been exploring lots of loose parts to find different ways of making 

different numbers, discovering 2D and 3D shapes and practising their counting skills. 

In the build up to Christmas, the children have taken a keen 

interest in the Polar Express. Therefore, we created our own 

Polar Express in the classroom. The children wore their dressing 

gowns, created their own golden ticket and then boarded the 

‘train’ and drank hot chocolate and ate cookies. After, the 

children wrote out the recipe to make hot chocolate. Many 

children were keen to write a letter to Santa so we took a short 

walk to the local post box to post our letters to the North Pole. 

We have also been busy drawing lots of Christmas themed pictures and making Christmas cards 

and decorations. 

Both classes have been on some nature walks this half term with a 

focus on sticks and leaves. We found a variety of leaves in different 

shapes, sizes and colours and sticks of different lengths, widths 

and textures. We explored new vocabulary to describe our sticks 

and leaves and learnt the names of some of the trees and plants 

they came from. We used our imaginations to pretend our sticks 

were other objects and to make pictures with our leaves and explored seasonal changes. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Always an exciting term with the lead up to Christmas but lots of exciting learning has 

happened in advance of this.  

Year 2s have based their learning around ‘Migration’ from 

their stimuli book ‘Follow The Swallow’ by Julia 

Donaldson. There has been great story writing, retelling 

the story and then applying their migration knowledge in 

their own stories 

‘Follow The 

Whale’. They also 

have created non-fiction booklets. The big event of the 

half term has been a trip to Minsmere Nature Reserve 

where, despite soggy weather, they had a great time 

learning about habitats and using binoculars to bird 

spot. 

Year One have been busy writing their own stories as 

well with children challenging themselves to write longer pieces. 

They have used the story ‘Going on a Lion Hunt’ to base their own 

stories on, but choosing a different African animal. This has been 

linked to our book ‘Handa’s Hen’ which is based in Africa. We have 

been doing lots of Geography – finding places on a map, finding about 

where we live and comparing it to Africa. We have learnt about 

physical and man-made features and went on a walk around our 

locality to see what 

we could spot, as 

well as creating 

arial maps of school 

and our classrooms.  

The children have 

worked very hard 

practising for their Christmas performances 

and we very much hope everyone enjoyed it. 

Seasonal best wishes for a relaxing break. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Year 3 have had an out of this world learning experience for this half term. They have been 

studying space! The children have used this topic to assist their writing. First, Year 3 learnt 

all about the moon landings. From here they learnt about how to write in a journalistic style, 

creating newspaper reports all about these missions. Then they got news of a UFO landing in 

Lowestoft! With their new writing skills, they got to work on producing some fantastic fictional 

reports all about the landing.  

With Year 3 having learnt about the moon landings, they obviously learnt about Neil Armstrong. 

They used this information to create a biography about his life. They then turned their 

attentions and biography writing skills to a more modern space explorer, Tim Peake. The 

children loved learning about Major Peake, especially the fact that he was British.  

Year 4 focused their attentions to learning all about 

different explorers. The children studied how these 

different people influenced how we perceive our 

planet and paved the way for change in our society 

through trade, expansion of territories, inspiring 

others as well as challenging gender stereotypes.  

They first looked at Christopher Columbus, leading 

to the western discovery of the Americas. Then 

they focused on the famous aviator, Amelia Earhart 

showing the children that anyone can go in an 

adventure and break records, no matter what your 

gender or upbringing. The children then used this 

knowledge to produce biographies on their studied 

adventurers.  

With all this talk of exploration, Year 4 then went onto producing their own stories of 

adventure. To assist them in this the children first used one of their previous focus texts, 

‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’, by Philip Pullman, retelling the story in their words. They 

then built on their skills retelling the adventure from the picture book ‘Journey’, by Aaron 

Becker, focusing on adding detailed description to their writing. Finally, they wrote their own 

adventure story, using all the skills they had developed this term.  

All the staff of Lower Key Stage 2 would like to take this opportunity for all your support this 

term and to wish you a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have travelled back in time to meet 

‘The Tudors’ and the children have enjoyed finding 

out about what life was like in the past. They have 

found out the differences between how the rich 

and poor lived and the effect Henry VIII’s reign 

had on our country. They have carried out 

research about Henry VIII himself, including the 

outcomes for his many wives! Pupils have directed 

the learning journey themselves, researching 

their own areas of interest. This included projects about heraldry, Tudor childhood, Tudor 

Christmas Celebrations, sports, homes, crime and punishment and exploration. In this part of 

the topic, we focused on Sir Francis Drake and gained an insight into life on board a Tudor 

ship. No-one had to walk the plank though! The children linked their History work to English, 

writing information texts, explanation texts, diary entries and newspaper reports, detailing 

the legacy of Sir Francis Drake. 

As our first term draws to a close, we are looking forward to two school trips for our pupils. 

Year 6 are going to attend Waveney Gymnastics Club, to complete their Gymnastics unit of 

work in PE. Year 5 will be attending Benjamin Britten High School to watch their Christmas 

Show. This will no doubt be a great inspiration ready for our Christmas Concert the following 

day! 

Our pupils have worked incredibly hard again this half-term, we continue to be wowed and 

proud of all they are achieving. We would like to thank you for all your support this term, for 

the many positive comments we have received by email and at Parents Evening, and we would 

like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year. We look forward to seeing what wonderful 

learning opportunities 2024 will bring! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Santa Dash Fundraiser: What a fantastic week we all had for our Santa 

Dash fundraiser, the children completed as many laps as they could around 

the field. Every 7 laps were equivalent to 1 mile. The children managed to 

run 665 miles all together across the 

school. We have managed to get Santa to 

Monaco! A massive thank you to all of 

your kind donations and working with us. 

The money has gone towards our NEW 

Sports Mural, as well as fixing and extending the trim trail 

outside, and donations this year’s chosen charities.  

 

Well done to all the children that have taken part in sporting events this half term: The Year 

4 ‘Everyone Active’ Festival, held at Water Lane; the Year 3 gymnastics festival held at 

Waveney Gym; the Worlingham cross country event where we finished 2nd overall, and a special 

‘well done’ to Darcey in Year 4 for finishing 1st place in her race, and Jack in year 3 for finishing 

in 3rd place; and finally, the Year 3 Matball event which saw our school finishing in 1st place. 

 
 



It has been an exciting half term, with School Council helping the Santa Dash get off to a 

flying start by leading the workout to ‘Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree!’ The collaboration 

between both the Sports Council and School Council has been very successful and we look 

forward to working together in the future. The School Council have been busy working and 

producing a whole school assembly which explains about the different charities we are 

supporting and what they involve. This will be released in the Spring term.  
Our local charity ‘Pathways Care Farm’ will be 

receiving a Christmas card from Maddison 

Jillings who was one of the Christmas card 

picture competition winners. The Governors 

will also receive a Christmas card from the 

winning pictures. The School Council were 

very pleased by the number of pictures that 

were entered and they had a difficult time 

choosing the winners! The Winners received a 

chocolate selection box and can be seen in the 

photograph with their winning card and prize. 

School Council would like to remind everyone that Fruit Friday is school policy, so please send 

in fruit for your child to eat on a Friday and not chocolate and crisps. Thank you and School 

council would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas! (Mrs Barratt)  

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

 

 
 

 


