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The end of the Autumn term has arrived, as it always does, in a whirlwind of Christmas
excitement! As I'm sure you're aware, we do our best to hold off on getting too Christmassy
too soon so that we can ensure that we're able o maximise learning time and, on the whole,
we do a very good job of doing just that. However, when the last week does arrive, the
Christmas tide becomes impossible to hold back, and so this week has seen Christmas
performances, Christmas share events, Christmas dinner, Christmas Jumper Day and, just
to finish off the week with a bang, Christmas parties!

The festivities officially started with our Christmas Fayre at the end of last week and it
was lovely to see so many of you there. Everyone had a great time, and thanks to your
generosity we've been able o add a significant sum to our minibus fundraising appeal.

So, do enjoy reading about all the exciting things the children have been up to during this
half term and do enjoy the seasonal festivities. We'd like to wish you all a fantastic
Christmas and New Year and we look forward to seeing you all return in January, refreshed,
and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into 2025!

dt’s beginning to look a lot

like Christinnas...’




The children in the Maple nursery have had a
fantastic time learning about the season Autumn. We
have started taking the children to Forest School and
they love the freedom of exploration it brings. They pf=
collec‘red ‘rhe leaves ‘rha“r had fallen from the trees and £

e i \ made art pieces and |
Autumn  soups! We [
have also focused on ¢
some traditional tales.
‘The Three Little Pigs'’
has been a firm favourite. They built strong houses in the
construction area and the children took on roles of the little
pigs and the big bad wolf. We then moved on to 'The
“% Gingerbread Man'. They loved making their own delicious
gingerbread and decorating them with icing sugar and sprinkles.

Willow Nursery have had a very busy half term. We
began by learning about Bonfire Night and enjoyed
toasting marshmallows around the campfire and having
sparklers. We were then very lucky to have a visit
from Fritton Owl Sanctuary where the children learnt
lots of d |ffer'en‘r fac‘rs about Owls and got to meet and
: stroke Louie the Barn

Owl. The children then : .

, enjoyed reading books about owls and drawing pictures.

We have started spending a lot more time
down in Forest School this half term too.
The children have enjoyed sweeping leaves,
climbing trees, digging holes, making dens
and exploring the mud kitchen. We have also had a focus each week for
our nature days in Forest School, the children have learnt about leaves,
robins, trees, the moon and hibernation.

Willow Nursery have also been busy preparing for our Christmas performance. They enjoyed
singing Christmas songs to their grown-ups before taking part in a variety of Christmas crafts.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

| Christmas has well and truly arrived in Reception! The
children have been practising Christmas songs, actions and
words for our Christmas play - 'A Wriggly Nativity'. We are
so proud of how amazing all the children went on stage and
performed their songs in front of a large audience. As well
as our Christmas play, many children were keen to write a
letter to Santa, so we took a short walk to the local post
box to post our letters to the North Pole. We have also
 been busy drawing lots of Christmas themed pictures and
making Christmas cards and Christmas decorations.

The children have shown an interest in countries around the world. They have spent time
looking at globes and atlases and have enjoyed spotting different flags. Alongside world maps,
many children created their own treasure maps and pirate hats. We particularly focussed on
countries such as China and Australia. To take the children's interests further we researched
animals found in China, looked at Chinese landmarks and tasted traditional food from China.
We were amazed at how all the children were willing to try everything and most wanted
seconds! When finding out about Australia, the children explored Australian art and created
their own aboriginal masterpieces using their handprints and dots of painf.

We are so proud of how far the children have already come with their reading and writing.
They have been working so hard in our phonics sessions, learning lots of new sounds and tricky
words. They have then used their new knowledge to write for many different purposes. In
Maths, the children have been exploring lots of loose parts to find different ways of making
different numbers, discovering 2D and 3D shapes and practising their counting skills.

We would like to thank the parents for their continued support and wish you a very Merry
Christmas!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires o be the best they can be...




Years 1 and 2

It has been an adventurous half term for KS1, with both year
groups travelling! In Year 1, the children have been learning

about our local area. They enjoyed going on a local walk
= 14‘

@ following directions on a map and then
J¥ creating a large scale 3D map. We have
#8" also looked at places that are important to
us and created maps of these tool

In English the focus book was 'Handa's Hen, we retold the story and
compar'ed our local environment to Handa's in Africa. We also used the
0 animals in the story to learn about the different animal groups and we
compared ‘rhese to common UK animals. The children enjoyed creating their own stories based
on ‘We're Going on a Lion Hunt', which they then shared with the class.

Our Art focus has been 'Galloping Inflation' by Kofi
Agorsor, the children created their own versions of this .
piece of art and learnt how to use warm and cool colours. ﬁin\

InYear 2, we have been learning about Migration. This has 5
been a great opportunity to focus on Geography as we
tracked the migration routes of swallows and whales. We &
started by learning about the 7 continents and oceans of
the world, before understanding where our town of
Lowestoft fits into this. We looked at new vocabulary
such as country and county, using an atlas to see where we are in relation to other countries.
This helped us to understand our focus book 'Follow the Swallow.” We looked at the migration
routes for swallows and tracked these on a world map. We learned about the reasons why
animals migrate to understand the character of Apollo the Swallow in our story. We were also
lucky to meet the illustrator of ‘Follow the Swallow’, Pam Smy. We asked her lots of interesting
questions about her work, she told us to be an illustrator, you must never give up!

Inour Art lessons, we looked at 'The Great Migration' by Jason Morgan. We
learned that he visited countries in Africa to understand the destinations
of animal migrations. We watched some of his tutorials to understand how
he took photos of zebras and other migrating animals to then create pencil
drawings of the animals as they migrated. We studied then recreated some
of the zebra patterns using pencils then pastels.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

One term into our school year and it is fantastic to see how much progress the children have
made already in their learning journeys. There have been many and varied opportunities and
activities over the weeks, culminating in the excitement of Christmas with Santa Dashes (some
impressive stamina seenl) Christmas lunch, and some great, fun singing with parents. Open
lesson week in Year 3 was a lovely opportunity to welcome parents to gain an insight into, and
joinin, their children’s learning. We look forward to this in Year 4 later in the year.

Year 3 have been learning all about rainforests. Starting with poetry using their senses then
moving on to writing persuasive texts for visiting the rainforest. They wrote some very
persuasive letters to Mr Crawley to convince him that he really should let them adopt an orang-
utan as a class pet! Watch this space, you never know!

As well as learning about the locations of rainforests in relation to the equator, they also have
learned about the devastating effects of deforestation on the wildlife and on our climate.

In maths they have covered a variety of areas from column subtraction to the grid method to
multiply 2 digit numbers.

In science, they have been studying forces - from gravity, fr‘nc‘rlon and finally to magne‘rlsm
with lots of exploratory investigations about how they work. ' )

This half term Year 4 have been developing their Design
Technology skills, designing, building and evaluating 5-star
Bug Hotels. It has been an opportunity for the children to
develop and show their practical skills as well as independent
problem solving. The results have been fabulous with some
luxumous accommodation created.

Their creativity has been shown in other ways as well,
writing adventure stories and letters home in role as the
famous adventurers Christopher Columbus and Amelia
Earhart. Through our Topic we have been able to combine
developing writing skills alongside historical knowledge and
interest, and Geography by mapping routes.

Next half term, amongst other things, we look forward to
working with the specialist teacher with dance for Year 4 and art for Year 3. There will no
doubt be even more great outcomes from these to share their children’s learning.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

Both years 5 and 6 have had a history focus this half term with Year‘ 5 Iookmg a‘r the Vlc‘ror'lans
and Year 6 studying the Anglo-Saxons. : .

5CP started their Victorians learning by sorting and writing a
timeline of the Victorian era, seeing how life was different from
now. The children learnt about workhouses and the role they
played in Victorian society, what Victorian schools were like and
how the industrial revolution changed Britain. They used all this
knowledge to write a series of newspaper reports around
Victorian life.

5JW had a slightly different focus on Victorian life, looking more at what life was like as a
child in the period. The children saw how there was a huge divide in this period, with some
children being incredibly poor and working in roles such as chimney sweeps. They also looked
at Vlc‘roman schoolmg seemg how strict school could bel

To accompany all their history learning, the class
| used their focus book, Oliver, creating wonderful
| character descriptions from the text. They then
| looked at the author, Charles Dickens, writing
biographies about his life.

F S B 5CP also read a children's version of Oliver Twist,
using Thls for the basis for their reading work. They looked at how to summarise, make
predictions and answer a range of comprehension questions based on the ftext.

Year 6 have turned their attentions to the Anglo-Saxons, first looking at the reasons why the
Saxons, Angles and the Jutes migrated to Brittan. The children looked at both the push and
pull factors for the movement of people, as well as the reasons for staying and settling. They
then looked at how we know about the Saxons, especially from the burial sites at Sutton Hoo,
using primary sources, such as artefacts to study the past.

Once the children had a good understanding of the Anglo-Saxons, they used this knowledge to
write first person narratives. They put themselves in the position of a Saxon migrating to
Britain. Their first attempt was the person looking to leave their homeland, the second was
written as if the person was recounting their voyage and arrival in Britain. Continuing to
sharpen their English skills, Year 6 then wrote balanced arguments, weighing up the options on
who should be the successor to Edward the Confessor.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

As we wrap up another fantastic term, we're thrilled to share some of the incredible sporting
achievements and activities your children have been part of. We've been so impressed by the
enthusiasm and dedication shown by all the pupils.

Worlingham Cross Country Success: This term saw
our Year 3 to Year 6 pupils compete in the
Worlingham Cross Country event, and we're
delighted to share that we won overall! There were
some outstanding individual performances, and
every participant gave their best effort, making us incredibly proud. Well done.

Year 1/2 Gymnastics at Waveney: Year 1 and 2,
showcased their incredible gymnastics skills during a
special visit to Waveney Gymnastics. Their balance,
coordination, and creativity were great to watch. A
huge thank you to the staff at Waveney Gymnastics
for hosting.

Year 6 Ice Skating Adventure Island: Year 6 had an
unforgettable experience this term when they tried ice skating.
For many, it was their first time on the ice, but they embraced &
the challenge with smiles, determination, and a willingness to
learn. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to step
out of their comfort zones.

Santa Dash Success: Our annual Santa Dash was a huge hit again this year! Thanks to
everyone's support, the children ran a combined total of 759 miles—an incredible achievement!
The festive spirit was high, and it was wonderful to see everyone par“rlapahng with such
energy and excitement. 4 ‘ B

Looking Ahead

As we move info the next
term, we're planning more
exciting sports events
and opportunities for
children to stay active :
and develop their skills. Keep an eye out for updates in the New Year!

Thank you for your continued support of our PE activities. Wishing you all a restful Christmas
break. (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt)



From the School Council...

The School Council were delighted with the response they received from their charity tables
over the two parent's evenings. The charities we chose to support were Cancer Research,
WWEF, The Fisherman's Mission and of course, the school minibus appeal. The school has also
chosen to adopt a turtle for the year so this will be something to look forward to with pictures
and news. ooy A L A A g

The School Council helped to
organise the bespoke Christmas
Cards which all looked amazing,
and all arrived in time for
Christmas, the profit from these =
cards which was £719.86 will be
divided between the charities.

As we move into the Spring term, the School Council will be looking forward to organising the
Easter Cake Sale, a learning walk with Mr. Crawley and will be bringing the voice of all our
pupils here at Woods Loke School to our weekly Monday night meetings. (Mrs. Barratt)

Christmas Craftt Club

This half term we ran a Christmas Craft Club. All of the children had a great time creating
some amazing sock snowmen, felt candy cane mice and felt candy cane Christmas trees. We
enjoyed making felt Christmas stockings too, which the children very carefully sewed
together, and they decorated them with Christmas embellishments. The children also created
some lovely Christmas mandala hanging decorations and bookmarks. In our final week we made
reindeer gift bags to take all of our wonderful crafts home in. (Miss Welton)

We would like to wish everyone a happy
? Christmas and a peacetul New Year

See you all on Tuesday 7% January




