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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2024 

It hardly seems possible, but we have already reached the halfway point of another 

academic year and, as usual, there have been lots of exciting things happening in school 

during the past six weeks. A few moments spent reading the rest of this newsletter will 

give you a flavour of what’s been going on. Those of you who have had the chance to join us 

during ‘Open Lesson’ weeks will also, we hope, have a much clearer understanding of what 

goes on in a normal lesson, and don’t forget that every half term parents have the 

opportunity to come on a school tour and visit every classroom in the school. The next one 

takes place on 13th March and it’s a fantastic way to really see the school in action on an 

ordinary day. If you’re able to make it, do join us in the Community Hub at 9:00am and we’ll 

be delighted to show you around. 

Meanwhile, we’ve been busy expanding our school library to incorporate a brand new 

‘Research Library’ section, as you can see in the photographs below. This has proven to be 

extremely popular, especially at lunchtimes with lots of children using it for doing 

homework or research of their own. We always tell our children that reading is the most 

important thing that they ever learn to do because it opens up a whole world of information 

to them. We hope that our new, enhanced library facilities will help to ensure that all of 

our children can continue to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE throughout their time with us. 

Wishing you all a lovely half term break. 

 

 



This half term in the Maple Nursery we have been super busy! In maths we have been searching 

for everyday shapes in our environment and have been looking at identifying numerals 0-5 

confidently. We have celebrated Luna New Year and the children were able to taste some 

traditional foods for snack. We also looked at the zodiac animals and practiced some yoga!  

We have continued to explore the outside environment 

in all weathers and have been lucky enough to play 

outside in the snow that we had, exploring ice and making 

kites to fly in the wind. 

Our story stimulus has been ‘Dear Zoo’ and we have 

listened to the book and had opportunities to re-tell 

with props. We went on a mission to find some missing 

zoo animals that had escaped onto the big field and enjoyed a snack in the forest school area.  

The children have started a mini PE session in the main sports hall, using apparatus to move 

their bodies in different ways, supporting their gross motor development. We have baked 

bread, using the mathematical language ‘full’ and ‘empty’ to measure out the ingredients.     

We have been really busy this half term in Willow Room. The children 

have started learning a sound a week in phonics and are doing well 

recognising the letters, saying the sounds and writing them. Some 

children have even begun putting them into their drawings! We have also 

started Drawing Club. Each week we focus on either a book, an old tale, 

or an adventure from the past. The children are introduced to new 

vocabulary and have to draw a different picture every day.  

In maths this half term we have been looking at the composition of 

numbers to 5. We have also done some work on comparing numbers to 5 

and the children were very good at finding as many different ways to make 

5 as possible.  

We have continued with our nature days each week and have looked at mud, 

worms, ice, spiders and the moon. The children loved exploring ice when 

the weather was colder and learning about how water freezes and melts. 

We are very lucky to have had a new mud kitchen built this half term and the children have 

really enjoyed playing in it. We have had all sorts of cups of tea and potions made for us. We 

have also been busy planting lots of seeds and bulbs in the garden ready for the spring. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had another busy half term! Since returning from the Christmas holidays we 

have noticed a big change in the children’s phonic knowledge. They are working hard with their 

sounds and are blending brilliantly to be able to read and write words and even sentences!  

In maths we have been exploring odd and even numbers, measuring length and weight and 

investigating repeating patterns. The children have been using loose parts to create their own 

repeating patterns around shapes and borders. The children have been using their counting 

bags to find many different ways of making 6, 7 and 8.  

Our theme this 

half term has 

been ‘Adventure’. 

We have been 

finding out about 

the solar system, 

pirates, superheroes, dinosaurs, and castles and 

dragons. The children have used these stimuli to create their own castles, 

rockets and pirate ships out of construction and junk modelling. Many of 

the children created their own super hero masks and 

capes and many enjoyed role playing pirates with their 

pirate hats and eye patches.  

Some of the children have been enjoying exploring the 

water area outside. They have been making their own 

water parks and hot chocolate machines. Following on from this, they made 

real hot chocolate and even wrote a recipe for it.  

Many of our children and parents enjoyed our Hot Chocolate evening 

this half term. The children enjoyed 

coming to school in their pyjamas 

and sharing books with their 

grownups. We especially enjoyed 

the hot chocolate and biscuits!  

We have found out about Shrove Tuesday and Lent and made 

our own pancakes. We measured out the ingredients and then 

mixed them together. We cooked the pancakes then added 

toppings or our choice. Our favourite part was eating them!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



A great start to 2024 with the children across the key stage all 

settling quickly into school life after Christmas. There has been 

lots of learning across our curriculum as well as within our core 

subjects. Both year groups have had the fabulous opportunity 

that our specialist teachers bring to Woods Loke. Year One have 

been having a lot of fun in music and Year Two have been doing 

Food technology. 

Year One’s topic has been Antarctica and we have learnt so much 

about this continent. We have found out about the ‘Race to the Pole’ between Amundsen and 

his Norwegian team and Captain Scott and his famous mission. We have looked at what current 

day explorers have been able to learn from these significant people from the past. We have 

looked at clothing and equipment artefacts from Scott’s expeditions and compared them to 

modern equipment. In Science the children have conducted 

investigations into how animals keep warm and insulate with layers 

of blubber, and to see if they could make frost and to explore 

whether we could slow down a snowman melting. The children have 

been becoming TV presenters as Weather Reporters and also 

recording audio books with sound effects. Their growth in 

confidence and delivery has been impressive to witness each time 

they have presented. We are very excited as we look forward to our 

next topic of Dinosaurs.  

Year Two have been learning about traditional tales, we have looked 

at the main features which enabled us to create our own alternative 

stories based around ‘The Three Little Pigs.’ The children were 

very creative and we enjoyed reading their alternative versions. 

We have found out about alliteration and have used our new knowledge to write poems using 

alliteration and recurring language. The children chose a fairy tale character to base their 

poem on. They have been presented beautifully and are on display in the Year 2 corridor. 

In our food technology lessons with Mr. Morgan, we have enjoyed learning with about different 

types of food, how they taste and how to read and follow a recipe! Art has been thoroughly 

enjoyed by the children as they have learnt the primary colours. They have used a colour wheel 

to create secondary colours and learnt to tint and tone by using either black or white. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



2024 has got off to a great start with all classes in Years 3 and 4 setting their sights around 

the world. Year 3 have been linking all their learning to India, while Year 4 have studied 

chocolate! 

With Year 3 using India as their inspiration, the 

children looked at the different stories that are 

passed through Indian culture. The Hindu tale of 

Rama and Sita as well as ‘the Monkey’s Heart’ were 

used to change into play scripts. Once they had 

learnt about plays and how scripts are presented 

they then had the opportunity to perform these stories, in small groups and as a class.  

Year 3 then moved their learning on India towards what it is like as a country and all of the 

wonderful things that can be seen there. They used their knowledge about the country and 

their learning of how to present a balanced argument to debate whether or not India being 

ruled as part of the British Empire was positive.  

To top off their India topic, Year 3 held an Indian dance works 

shop where they were able to learn traditional Indian dances and 

play some instruments while in traditional Indian dress. Giving the 

children the taste of India, the children also had the opportunity 

to try a variety of authentic Indian cuisine!  

Year 4 have been focusing on the topic of chocolate. This directly 

linked to their focus book for the half term, ‘Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory’. Before they started to look at chocolate in detail, Year 4 studied their 

science block of States of Matter. This gave the children the background knowledge of melting 

and solidifying, key processes in chocolate production, as well as knowledge of the water cycle, 

helping them understand what is needed to grow the cacao tree. 

The children looked in detail at the cacao growing regions of the world, studying climate and 

climate zones. They even linked their previous topic’s learning of ‘Adventure’ back to the 

trading of cacao and how history of the cacao trade changed and sometimes involved slavery.  

Again, using their focus book as inspiration, the children revisited character descriptions. They 

were tasked with creating a sixth golden ticket winner as well as a new room within Willy 

Wonka’s factory. Using these they then made a short story, describing how their character 

got their comeuppance within the factory.   

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



In our Geography work this term, the Year 5 and 6 pupils have been learning about China. We 

looked at photos, maps, atlases and non-fiction texts to locate China, it’s provinces and mega-

cities. We have also looked at exports and the impact industries make on the economy, status 

and environment. Many of us realised that a vast proportion of our everyday technology, cars, 

phones and toys are manufactured in China. Children have had the opportunity to combine 

Geography and Maths skills to analyse data showing China’s key industries, comparing this with 

data from other countries such as America and the UK.  

The pupils also had the opportunity to link our learning to English, by writing an information 

text about one of the most important places to visit in China - The Great Wall. Our learning 

then moved on to looking at China’s culture - when pupils worked in teams to research and 

present information about festivals, sport/leisure and food and drink. We found out that our 

focus sport in PE this term, Table Tennis, is played as a National Sport in China known as ‘Ping 

Pong’. We also made a comparison between our schools and schools in China. Interestingly, 

children unanimously voted for schooling in the UK when they heard about the number of hours 

children attend school in China! 

As a culmination to our Geography work, the children have created their own very valuable 

Ming Dynasty porcelain, applying all the Chinese art skills we have practised; calligraphy, linear 

art, fine brush-stroke work and the study of ‘The Four Gentlemen’. We will also be celebrating 

the Chinese New Year as China welcomes the Year of the Dragon! 

 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 

Year 5 and 6 Linear Art 

and Printing Work based on 

‘The Four Gentlemen’ 

Understanding 

the Ming 

Dynasty 

influence on 

Chinese 

Porcelain Art 
 



SEND Primary Boccia – A massive ‘well done’ to our SEND team 

who took part in Boccia at the Ashley School. The children 

showed great resilience and were all improving their shots as the 

afternoon went on.  
Year 6 Basketball - A huge ‘well done’ to our Year 6 

Basketball team who competed in a ‘competitive pathway’ 

event at Benjamin Britten High School. The children 

showed great determination and resilience in each game. 

Our team was unbeaten throughout. We played our final 

against, a very good Gunton team with the match being 

so close our girls managed to grab a winner in the final 

minute to send us through to the next stages. 
SEND Bowling – ‘Well done’ to our SEND team who took part in a 

Ten Pin bowling event at Richardson Bowl. The children were superb 

throughout the morning and we had some great strikes and spares.  

Year 6 Futsal – Congratulations to our year 4,5,6 mixed Futsal team 

who played at East Point Academy. The children showed great team 

work throughout the afternoon and were very respectful to the 

other teams, they were a credit to our school. Our boys were 

runners up, losing the final 2-1, and our girls finished 3rd 

Active Lunchtime Success – Every lunchtime, the children have a 

wide variety of structured sports to choose from and this changes 

weekly. So far, the children have had the opportunity to play, tennis, 

football, handball, basketball, 4 square and hockey.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



At the beginning of the Spring term, the School Council spent some valuable time accompanying   

Mr. Crawley on a learning walk around the school. The School Council were focussing on pupil 

engagement, classroom displays and the presentation of children’s work books. They shared 

with Mr. Crawley that the classroom displays were lovely and colourful and were being used by 

the children. They noted that the behaviour was good in all classrooms and the children were 

taking pride in their work. 

School Council are very proactive with nurturing our school community, and they want every 

Woods Loke child to feel a sense of belonging. For this reason, they have been running a 

‘funniest joke’ competition, across the whole school! The jokes have been very funny and School 

Council had an entertaining meeting trying to find the funniest… but they managed it in the 

end! The winners will receive a ‘joke themed’ prize and can be seen pictured below.  

Harry Whitehead, KS2 winner: ‘What do you call a pile of 

cats?’  A meowntain! 

Rio Brooks KS1 winner: ‘Why was 6 afraid of 7?’  Because 

7, 8 9! 

Summer Gildray EYFS winner: ‘Why did the banana go to 

the hospital?’ Because he wasn’t peeling too well! 

‘Congratulations’ to them all! 

All submitted jokes will be added to the ‘Woods Loke Joke book’ which will be on sale when it 

is completed! All proceeds from the joke book will go towards the School Council’s chosen 

charities. (Mrs. Barratt) 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


