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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2025

As we reach the halfway point of the academic year, I'd like to take the opportunity to
highlight a 'hidden’ part of our school that not many people see. You may be aware that we
have a Forest School site at the bottom of our field, but you've probably never seen it. It's
a huge space that, thanks to some sterling work from Mr Franklin, our grounds team, and
several other people, has recently been enlarged, extended and developed and is now a
fantastic outdoor space for children to learn in. T'll let Mr Franklin explain what's been

happeni ng: ‘We have cleared lots of the overgrowth but planted over 400 spring flower bulbs to ensure
we keep nature incorporated into the area, with plans to plant an array of fruit trees and over 300
summer bulbs to encourage wildlife into the space. We have created multiple new areas including a fire
pit and surrounding log circle, a den building area complete with tarpaulin, logs, crates and planks, a mud
kitchen and adjacent digging area as well as a space specifically made for finding bugs and identifying
leaves, birds and footprints. We have been completing an array of other activities too, including tree
climbing, making bird feeders, creating fairy houses and learning bird songs. We have plans to start
growing fruits, vegetables and wildflowers, to build some shelters to use in bad weather, to create a

natural art area and develop all the current areas with more resources.” So, as you can see, our Forest
School site is only going to get better and better. It is a fantastic asset to our school and
really helps to ensure that our children are able to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE outdoors
as well as in the classroom. Have a lovely half term.

Fantastic Forest School!




Nursery

It has been a busy start to the new year in Maple. The children
have thoroughly enjoyed investigating ice in these cold
winter months. They have been painting with ice, rescuing frozen
animals and finding different ways to make it melt. Alongside this
| the children have been learning about
arctic animals and making them homes S
using  different materials to V=N g

resemble snow. They have created masterpieces of wm’rer'
| sceneries and decorated some sparkly snowflakes. Over in forest
school they have shown an interest in the winter birds, therefore
they made some bird feeders and placed them in the frees.

Willow Nursery have been very busy this half term. We have begun learning one sound a week
in our phonics lessons and we are very impressed with how quickly the children have picked this
up The chnldr'en are now starting to hear initial sounds in words and are writing ‘rhese onto
: : [0S their pieces of work.

We have also begun drawing club this half &
term. Each week we focus on a story, tale or [
short video clip. We learn 8 new words linked |
to what we are learning and then we have to =
draw different scenarios adding in secret 3
codes! So far, we have learnt about The Little Red Hen, Popeye and Penguin To name a few.

In our nature days we have looked at worms, birds, moss, spiders and hibernation. The children
have enjoyed creating fairy houses out of moss and making bird feeders which we have hung
around forest school. When learning about worms we found out that birds do a 'worm dance'
to attract the worms to the surface. The children had a go at doing this e
on the field and we collected the worms we found and put them into a
wormery for a week before putting them back into forest school.

The children have shown a big interest in Sonic the Hedgehog this half
term. The children have built a Sonic home and also made the characters
using loose parts and Numicon. We have had many costumes made and
also puppets which the children then turned into a puppet show. -
Following on from the puppet show some of the children decided to get involved in performing
other shows. We enjoyed watching a wonderful ballet performance by some of the children.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School o be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

Reception have had another busy half term! Since returning from the Christmas holidays, we
have noticed a big change in the children's phonic knowledge. They are wor'kmg har'd wn‘rh ‘rhelr'
sounds and are blending brilliantly to be able to read and \ .
write words and even sentences!

In maths we have been exploring odd and even numbers,
investigating repeating patterns, finding out about 2D L
and 3D shapes and comparing numbers and amounts. The |
children have been using loose parts to create their own
repeating pa‘rferns around shapes and borders. The & ‘

== ' children have been using their counting bags ‘ro fmd
lots of different ways of making 6, 7 and 8.

Our theme this half term has been '‘Adventure’. We
have been finding out about the solar system, pirates,
superheroes, castles and dragons. The children have
used these stimuli to create their own castles,
=== rockets and pirate ships out of construction and junk
modellmg Many of the children cr‘ea‘red their own superhero puppets, masks and capes and
many enjoyed role-playing pirates with their :
pirate hats and eye patches.

Some of our children have taken an interest
in sea creatures. They researched different
types of sea creatures, drew pictures and
even created their own sea world! Some other
children took an interest in jungle animals and
again created their own jungle small world!

= \IE Many of our children and par'em‘s en Joyed our Hot
o= ... Chocolate evening this E= , e
W half term. The children &

enjoyed coming to school
in their pyjamas and
sharing books with their
grownups. We especially
enjoyed the hot
chocolate and biscuits!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




Years 1 and 2

It has been a busy start to 2025 for Years 1 and 2. We have started our KS1 Character Diploma
on a Friday afternoon. Each class has worked on the well-being part of our curriculum and
activities have included turn taking and developing friendships, learning about our school
community, how to keep safe and how to be healthy. In the following half terms, each class will
have an opportunity to take part in each of these activities.

Alongside this, Year 1 has been learning about Antarctica. We learnt about Captain Scott and
his race to reach the South Pole firstl The children wrote some fantastic recounts of the
Terra Nova expedition. They have also learnt about animals in the South Pole and have
investigated how they keep warm in a colder climate. We have compared the differences
between hot and cold countries and compared the clothes that we would wear in these
countries too. We had a weather week, where the children became weather forecasters. We
learnt about the different countries in the UK, the different types of weather and weather
symbols. The children then worked in groups to perform their weather forecasts to the class.
They also made rain gauges, and we recorded how much rainfall had fallen.

Year 2 has been learning about Traditional Tales. We began by looking at what makes a tale
traditional, looking at recurring language such as ‘once upon a time' and 'they all lived happily
ever after. We read several tales and then embarked on our main focus The Three Little Pigs.’
We wrote our own versions of the story and used the story to perform |t ®,

and write playscripts. We moved onto looking at our focus text 'The

True Story of the 3 Little Pigs’ where we compared this version to _
the original story and then we wrote our own 'True Story.' It has been =
great to see the children develop their speaking and listening skills |
alongside their writing skills, taking on the characters of a pig or wolf!

Our Key Stage 1 Character Diploma groups in action...
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OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

2025 is well under way and so much learning has taken place already across the Phase. The
stamina and enthusiasm of the children and staff for learning and teaching is impressive.

Year 3 have been focussing their learning around the Moon Landings. They have researched
information and used this to develop different text type writing, producing some great
newspaper reports and biographies of famous astronauts such as Helen Sharman and Neil
Armstrong.

In Science, Light has been the focus, investigating how shadows are made and can be changed
as well as protecting our eyes from the sun. A lot of fun was had exploring with torches and
mirrors. The children were challenged fo sit under the table but see what object a partner
had placed on the table using mirrors! e T =

It has been Year 3's opportunity to work with Mrs Gamble,
our Art specialist teacher, and they have linked their topic
knowledge to clay work, creating representations of the
moon and its surface. The outcomes are fantastic, and the F
children have very much enjoyed the hands-on experience.
In Maths the children have developed their knowledge of
fractions as well as learning how to divide and converting
between different types of measure.

The Year 4 topic has been chocolate, always a firm favourite with staff and children as we
started with a tasting! It is, in fact, linked to their focus book 'Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, not just an excuse to eat chocolate! This led to descriptive writing using our senses
and developing vocabulary. Next, the children learned about the history of chocolate and
created timelines, looking at developments over time and placing them in the context of other
historic periods and world events. The topic then moved on to looking at the process of
chocolate production and Year 4 also developed writing of explanation texts and instructions.
They wrote some fruly disgusting, revolting recipes for their own Wonka Bars!

In Science the unit has been Solid, Liquids and Gases with several investigations about
evaporation and condensation. The children applied their knowledge of writing explanation
texts to share their learning about the water cycle. We even role played this.

Dance has been the PE focus and absolutely everyone has joined Mr Morgan with tremendous
enthusiasm and energy creating a fabulous performance, which they shared with their Buddy
classes. It has been exhausting o watch!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

The New Year has got underway in Upper Key Stage 2 with the sound of sawing wood and
thoughts of the wonders of our world.

Both Year 5 classes have had a geography focus, looking at the seven natural wonders of our
world. 5CP had a parallel literacy focus of persuasive texts and started their topic by
developing atlas skills, finding the locations of the 7 wonders. They then focused on the Grand
Canyon and used their learning to write persuasive texts, encouraging someone to visit. They
also learnt about the Great Barrier Reef and how it's being impacted by climate change, as well
as learning about the impact climbers are having on Mount Everest.

5JW began by locating each natural wonder, learning about their uniqueness in turn. The class
then worked in groups looking at one focus to create a shared power point presentation to
convince a guest to visit their wonder. With the information they had acquired, the children
wrote comprehensive non-chronological reports. After, they planned a journey and an itinerary
to their wonder. To achieve this, they needed to utilise their research skills in hand with
budgeting and reading of timetables.

Year 6 have been splitting their learning between designing and making functioning
pinball/bagatelle machines as well as looking into their focus book, ‘The Arrival' by Shaun Tan.

"The Arrival' has sparked a much debate between the children. As a graphic novel that deals
with the issues of migration, the images have evoked a huge variety of ideas and inference.
These discussions have then been used to fuel our writing. The children first used the book's
images fo conjure up vocabulary and phrases that could then be used to form poems linked to
the main character’s life. They then used this work to create letters from the main character
to his daughter, using emotive language to portray the feelings being felt when having to leave
home. N &

When their heads were not in their books, Year 6 have been busy Eegs
designing and making their own pinball machines. The brief was they

needed to create a game that could be stored in their trays and taken
out on a wet play. They started by looking at the history of pinball
combined with market research. Once the children understood what they
wanted to create, they had to plan a design. They were taught the
aspects of technical drawing as well as ensuring their designs met the |
brief. Once this stage was complete it was fime fo make them: revising sawing, drilling and
fixing; learning about moving parts; and problem solving when things don't quite go as designed!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

It has been an exciting fime in PE, with our students taking part in a variety of competitions
and festivals, demonstrating their skills, feamwork, and determination. Here are some of the
fantastic achievements from our children over the past few weeks:

A\74

« SEND Boccia Champions! A huge congratulations to our SEND Boccia
team, who finished 1st place overall in their recent competition! The
children showed fantastic accuracy, teamwork, and resilience
throughout the event, securing a well-deserved victory. We are ~,
incredibly proud of their efforts and sportsmanship. Well done to them ¥
all!

1" Year 4 Gymnastics Festival Our Year 4 children had the amazing opportunity to showcase
their gymnastics skills at a recent festival. They demonstrated incredible balance,
coordination and creativity. It was a wonderful experience, Well done to all who took part!

X3 M ROUND: | [GAMES: 1 REMAINING: 0

e~ SEND 10-Pin Bowling Success Our SEND students had .
a fantastic time at the 10-pin bowling event! They displayed Hli— =
great enthusiasm, determination, and skill while having lots

of fun competing against other schools. The morning was [l BRI 15 WAS
filled with smiles, high-fives, and some impressive bowls! A ‘

~——
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brilliant effort from everyone involved.

#® Year 6 Basketball - 2nd Place Finish! Our Year 6 basketball team
put in a brilliant performance, finishing 2nd place in their competition!
The children played with incredible energy and teamwork. Their hard
work and dedication were fantastic and we couldn’t be prouder of them.

% Upcoming PE Events: We have a busy and exciting few weeks ahead
with some fantastic events for our students:

@ Year 1/2 Football Festival - On 26th February, we will be hosting a football festival at
our school, with four schools attending. This event is in partnership with Norwich City Football
Club, giving our young children a great opportunity to develop their skills in a fun and supportive
environment.

! Year 3 Kwik Cricket Festival - Our Year 3 children will be showcasing their cricket skills
in this fun and fast-paced Kwik Cricket event. A great opportunity to develop teamwork and
hand-eye coordination!

s Year 5/6 Swimming Gala - On 14th March, our Year 5 and 6 students will compete in a
swimming gala, testing their speed, stamina, and technique in the pool. (Mr Jones/Mr Hunt)



From the School Council...

The School Council are very pleased to
announce that they have officially
adopted a turtle from the WWF which is
one of their chosen charities. The classes
across the school voted on the name of
our school turtle and the most popular
¥~ name was 'Tiny.' Over the next half term,
, VX "k the School Council will be thinking of
creative ways to include 'Tiny' at Woods Loke School.

The School Council also embarked on a learning walk with Mr. Crawley, they focussed on
behaviour, teaching and books. Mr. Crawley was very impressed with the professionalism of
the Council as they visited every class in the school. The School Council said that all of our
teachers looked happy, and the children were enjoying their learning!

Next term, the School Council will look forward to organising our very popular Easter Cake
Sale. (Mrs Barratt)

Over to You...

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your
opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel
free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in
person. After all, if we don't know about it, we can't help to make things better.

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




