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In the world of schools and education there is always a tendency to look ahead and focus on 

things that need to be improved and developed, with much thought and planning centred on the 

future. However, while that mind-set is a necessary one to ensure that schools continue to 

thrive and don’t merely ‘coast along’, it is equally important to, just occasionally, pause and look 

back at everything that has been achieved, and here at Woods Loke there has been plenty of 

achievement throughout the past twelve months: 

 Our curriculum offer continues to expand with the addition of specialist classrooms 

such as our STEM Lab and Food Technology room, as well as the highly successful 

introduction of our Character Diploma in KS2. The pupil response to this initiative has 

been overwhelmingly positive and we intend to extend and expand this offer next year 

 We’ve continued to develop our environment with the addition of our Multi-Use Games 

Area, which has proven highly popular at playtimes, and the completion of our school 

allotment which has already yielded a selection of produce for the school kitchen 

 Our links with our parents and our community have been strengthened with the 

introduction of our programme of Parent Forums and Community Sessions in our new 

Community Hub building. We’ve received lots of positive comments from those of you 

who’ve been able to come along to these sessions and they will continue next year 

Finally, it is important to remember that, although these new initiatives go a long way towards 

enhancing our school offer, our core business is academic achievement and, once again, our 

children have achieved an outstanding set of SATs results: 

Year 6 SATs Results 2023: National Results: Our School Results: 

Reading 73% 83% 

Writing 71%  87% 

Maths 73%  82% 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 72%  83% 

Reading, Writing, and Maths Combined 59%  72% 
 

Results like these would not be possible without hard working children, dedicated staff, and 

strong parental support, so a huge ‘thank you’ to everybody who has worked so hard to ensure 

that our school has had another exceptional year of achievement. I hope you all have a lovely 

summer and we look forward to seeing you all return in September, refreshed and ready to 

LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into another exciting academic year. 
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Maple Nursery have had an amazing last half term. I am so proud of how the children have all 

grown and developed into their own personalities. This half term the children have shown a 

huge enthusiasm towards writing and drawing, we have had some amazing 

art work completed along with some fantastic name writing.  

The Maple children have all enjoyed water play, they have been exploring 

smaller and larger quantities and experimenting with pouring from 

different containers. Together we have also been building water runs and 

exploring how water will travel.  

The ‘Bear Hunt’ story has been very popular this half term. We have 

created our own bear hunt and used our feet to explore the different textures whilst acting 

out the story. The children all recited the story whilst we acted it out. The children have 

created their own bears using different materials and retold the story many times.  

The Maple children have really enjoyed our themed role play areas, the children showed a 

particular interest in the ice cream shop, this has led to ice cream craft, ice cream shops and 

a sand pit ice cream bar. We are very excited to have an ice cream van coming in on Friday to 

finish off the topic and celebrate the end of the year.  

We have had a very busy and exciting half term in Willow nursery. We have been learning all 

about plants and growing. The children have planted their own sunflower seeds which they have 

taken home and we have been observing a bean grow. The children are also growing their own 

cress too! 

A huge interest this half term has been the musical ‘Matilda’. The children 

have loved singing, dancing and performing and the children have been 

encouraged to write their own stories and draw pictures of the characters 

in the film. Another interest has been writing 

letters and we have had a role play post office set 

up in nursery. Following on from this the children were very excited to 

write their own letters then walk to the post box to post them.  Both 

nurseries took part in the Big Toddle and we walked to Normanston 

Park. The children loved sharing this activity with their families. We 

made an amazing £450 for Barnardos! The children also loved our tea 

parties we held in the nursery. The children really enjoyed baking their 

own tasty treats for the tea party and sharing them with their friends.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had a wonderful last half term - we can’t believe that they will soon be moving 

up into year one! We have had a very busy final half term. In phonics we have continued to 

recap alternate spellings and learn new tricky words. The children have also been looking at 

how to write different text types including stories, instructions and letters. We are very 

impressed with how neat their writing is becoming and the care and pride they take in their 

work. In maths we have been looking in depth at teen numbers and how these are composed of 

tens and units. The children have enjoyed looking at weighing and measuring and have started 

using units of measure accurately. We have also been exploring different types of repeating 

patterns including linear, circle and border patterns.  

We have had lots of big interests this half term, 

including transport, making their own cafes, 

exploring water and animals. REA had a brilliant time 

at Banham Zoo and learnt lots about the animals they 

have there.  

Both Reception classes have held tea parties for 

their grown-ups. They planned what food they would 

like to make 

then worked in groups to bake a variety of cakes and 

biscuits. The children served their grown-ups, writing 

down their orders and bringing them food and drinks.  

Many of the children have been making the most of 

the nicer weather these last few weeks and have been 

learning how to ride a two wheeled bike. We are so 

impressed with the 

resilience and 

perseverance they have shown.  

To finish off our year in Reception, the 

children have enjoyed a trip to the Sea 

Life Centre in Great Yarmouth. The 

children learnt all about different 

types of fish and where they live. They 

also discovered lots of facts about 

penguins! 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



This half term in Year 1 our book stimulus has been ‘Flanimals’. The children 

designed and created flanimals out of clay with our Art specialist, Mrs Gamble. 

They also created their own flanimal to write a daily diary about and worked 

on writing lists and instructions about how to care for their flanimals too! 

We have been learning to identify and name a variety of animals and describe 

the structures of these animals.  We were very lucky to be visited by Bert 

and his amazing animals; the children were very brave holding hedgehogs, rats, 

lizards and snakes! 

In Maths, the children have been learning about time, fractions, missing 

numbers and money. They particularly enjoyed choosing pets in the pet shop.  

The children had a lovely day out at Benacre Estate. They went on a 

nature walk and discovered a den building area in the woodland area 

where they could also climb in the trees. They also enjoyed pond 

dipping, creating some lovely nature Hapa zome patterns and bug 

hunting. We also had a fantastic trip to Africa Alive. 

We all enjoyed our share event where the children and their 

grown-ups were challenged to create an animal sock puppet - we 

saw some amazing puppets being created!  

In Year 2, our learning has been based around our local 

environment this term. To begin with the children followed a 

street map in the surrounding area, around our school. We 

looked for street names and identified local facilities. This helped us to compare and 

understand the differences and similarities between a town, village and a city. 

In Year 2 this summer term we were excited to visit The 

Benacre Estate where we were met by a farmer who explained 

to us the different types of crops grown in the estate. We then 

used our map reading skills to find the hidden woodland. The 

children enjoyed activities such as pond dipping, minibeast 

hunting and Hapa zome (prints made from colourful flowers). 

They also explored the woodland, where they had the opportunity to test their balance and 

bravery skills, climbing the numerous trees! Then the children used their team building skills 

to create dens. The whole of Year 2 had a very enjoyable day.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



The end of school year is now with us and the summer holidays are close. The Year 3 and 4 

teachers would like to thank all parents and carers for their support over the last year.  

Year 3 have seen the end of the academic year off by looking at Mythical Creatures! They 

have looked at all kinds of creatures from myths, legends and stories. The children used these 

creatures to inspire their own story writing. One story was about their own mythical creature 

and one based on the plot of ‘George and the Dragon’.  

With a Design Technology focus, they then designed jigsaws for younger pupils. The children 

had to create a mythical creature, design and paint it on their jigsaws. They had to use a range 

of tools to create the final products; a saw to cut the jigsaw into pieces, hand/pillar drills to 

make holes in the back of the base so the pieces can be removed, as well as hammering nails 

to attach the edges to the base so it could hold the jigsaw in place. After all this work the 

children then evaluated their final pieces. 

Year 4 have revisited World War 2. In the previous year they focused 

on the home front and evacuees, now in Year 4, they have turned their 

attention towards the timeline of the war. The children selected key 

events through the war and used these as a springboard for their 

learning. They focused on Dunkirk, The Battle of Britain as well as The Dam Buster Raid. Using 

these events, the children not only learnt about them and their significance, but they produced 

recounts and stories inspired by the affairs, then turning their writing into play scripts.  

To help kick off Year 4’s WW2 learning they had a great 

visit to Duxford Air Museum. Here they were able to see 

real WW2 artefacts, handle real weapons (safely), go 

aboard various aircraft and look at the fighter squadron 

and the relics left that were based at the site. The children 

were also treated by seeing a real WW2 Hurricane take off 

as well as presenting a documentary on the Battle of Britain.  

Linking to their focus book, Year 3 have also got planned a fantastic Harry Potter day. Next 

Thursday, the children can come in dressed as their favourite characters. In the book, a 

Peppermint Toad was a magical peppermint cream, shaped like a toad, which "hopped 

realistically in the stomach" when it was consumed. So the children will be able to make their 

own peppermint creams which hopefully did not hop in their stomachs too much! Finally, no 

Harry Potter day would be complete without a game of Quidditch!   

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



It has been an enrichment filled half term in Years 5 and 6. The children have studied the 

different states and cities in North America, created a Top 5 list of places to visit, learnt 

about different influential American people and found out about the cultural differences. They 

have also transferred their mapping skills from our previous Geography units to study the 

physical features of North America. Each class developed their own focus for the unit, with 

pupils becoming tour guides to plan a visit to an area of their choice.  

In addition to our curriculum work, all of our Year 5 and 6 classes have worked with ‘One Life 

Suffolk.’ The children had sessions lead by a Health and 

Fitness Adviser, discussing topics such as balanced diets, 

the benefits of exercise and how to manage our mental 

health. The children also had an excellent workshop lead 

by our Swimming Teachers, Donna and Jo, from Water 

Lane Leisure Centre, to talk to us about water safety.   

Years 5 and 6 were also lucky enough to work with the company 

‘Wise Up Team Building’ for a special theme day. This was to 

focus on the ‘Wellbeing’ part of our curriculum and included 

activities such as mazes, puzzles, physical challenges and 

problem solving tasks. The day was a huge success, with the 

emphasis on working collaboratively to complete as many 

activities as possible. The children and staff demonstrated our ‘Never Give Up’ and ‘Working 

in Different Ways’ attitudes to achieve great results. Each 

team was encouraged to ‘Reflect on their Learning’ to evaluate 

how good they were at listening to each other, sharing ideas 

and persevering. The fact that this day coincided with our 

transition days to Year 6 and 7 was perfect preparation to 

work with others and develop confidence as a team - essential 

skills for their next year groups. 

Finally, Year 6 enjoyed their leavers party to kick start their final week at Woods Loke. We 

arranged a special ‘All the Fun of the Fair’ themed event for them, which included a bucking 

bronco, penalty shoot-out, sumo-wrestling, assault course, music, a three-course meal and 

drinks! Our Leavers Party, Hilltop and End of Year Production are just some of the fantastic 

memories we will make as we bid a fond farewell to such an amazing group of children. They 

have truly been a pleasure to teach and we wish them well for Year 7 and the future. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Year 5/6 Kwik Cricket  
Well done to everyone that took part in the year 6 cricket 

tournament at Denes Oval. The children played against lots of 

schools with some great batting and bowling skills on show.  
SEND Panthalon Event  

Our multi-sport, basketball, football, boccia and ten-pin 

bowling events (to name just a few) give the children the 

opportunity to represent their school in sporting 

competition. The children showed great individual 

skills. Well done to everyone involved. 

Disc Golf at Coldecott for Staff  

A massive thank you to Paul Whittington for 

inviting our staff up to Caldecott to play Disc Golf. 

This is a sport that is evolving across the world, with Caldecott 

being our local centre. What is Disc Golf? Players complete a 

hole by throwing a Disc from a tee pad or area toward a target, 

known as a basket, throwing again from where the previous 

throw landed, until the basket is reached. 

Disc Golf at Coldecott for Year 4 & 5  

The children absolutely loved it despite the 

weather. A new sport evolving around the local 

area. Well done to everyone involved. 

A massive ‘thank you’ to everyone that has 

supported us over the last year with 

sports days and tournaments - these 

wouldn’t have been as successful without you. To check out any photos of PE / Tournaments, 

please look at our social media pages. (Mr Hunt and Mr Jones) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



School Council have had a very successful year in office. They have implemented and ensured 

that Fruit Friday is now school policy which means that on a Friday the whole school is expected 

to be eating healthy fruit during morning playtime. School Council would like to thank all the 

children and parents that are supporting them with this. 

The School Council met with the Governors for a lovely 

afternoon tea. The Governors were very impressed with 

the School Council's notice board and also the folders 

showing the minutes for each School Council meeting 

throughout this academic year. 

The School Council plays a very important role at Woods 

Loke school, they are the representative voice for their individual classes and they champion 

Woods Loke school with their behaviour and conduct. They have been an outstanding School 

Council and we as a school are exceptionally proud of everything they have achieved.  

I am course, along with the rest of the school, looking forward to meeting and working 

alongside the next School Council, where we will be implementing strategies for keeping our 

toilets clean and tidy. (Mrs. Barratt) 

 

 
 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful and 

restful summer break. We look forward to seeing 

you all return, refreshed and ready to learn on 

Wednesday 6th September… 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


