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Reflecting on an
‘outstanding’ year

The end of an academic year is always a very busy time in school. There is a great deal of
preparation taking place for September and thoughts naturally turn towards the future,
whether that's a new class, a new teacher, or even a new school. However, amidst this focus
on the future, it is equally important to take a moment to reflect on this current academic
year and everything that has been achieved. We often encourage our children to look back
at the work they were doing in September and compare it with the work they are producing
now, and they are always amazed at how much they have improved during that time. When
we hold our whole school transition day it is always striking just how much more grown up
and mature the children seem in their new classes and it just goes to show how much they
have grown and developed during the year and how ready they are to move on.

Equally, as a whole school, it is important to reflect on all that we have achieved this year,
culminating of course in our ‘outstanding’ Ofsted judgement. The Ofsted report goes into
some detail about the breadth and depth of our curriculum offer as well as the many and
varied extra-curricular opportunities that we offer our children. Our aim to develop
enthusiastic and aspirational learners with a wide range of knowledge, skills and experience
who will leave us with everything they need for a successful future. And this focus on a
wider curriculum certainly doesn't come at the expense of high academic achievement, as
this years' SATs results clearly demonstrate:

Year 6 SATs Results 2024: National Results: | Suffolk Results: | Woods Loke Results:
Reading 74% 73% 86%
Writing 72% 70% 89%
Maths 73% 70% 82%
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 72% - 81%
Reading, Writing, Maths Combined 61% 58% 70%

Results like these would not be possible without hard working children, dedicated staff,
and strong parental support, so a huge ‘thank you' to everybody who has worked so hard to
ensure that our school has had another exceptional year of achievement. I hope you all have
a lovely summer, and we look forward to seeing you all return in September, refreshed and
ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into another exciting academic year.




Nursery

It has been a busy time in the Maple nursery. We
have enjoyed a visit from the local fire fighters. We s
were able to sit in the fire engine and have a look at all
their equipment, we even got to have a turn on the hosel
We also went on a walk to our local shop and brought
some ingredients o make playdough and
we got to share some snacks at the park.

One of the many highlights of the term [
was our sports day. We were so proud of [#

how well the children listened and
participated inall the activities on of fer.

Lastly, we had an amazing end of year party, the children were happy dancing in the rain,
decorating biscuits, feeling the sand between their toes and sharing a fruit platter. It has
been the most wonderful year, creating magic and memories. We wish all our maple children
the best of luck in their new nursery.

Willow Nursery have had a wonderful final half tferm. We have been
trying to make the most of the weather and have spent a lot of time
outside. During our nature days we have recently been spending time
| down in the forest school area. We have been learning about summer
. flowers, berries, rainbows and dandelions. The children loved picking
Al . the blackberries, mashing them up and using the juices to paint with! In
our Nur'ser'y garden the children have enjoyed being in our sand pit, making different animal
worlds and sand castles. They have also been very busy in The large construction area building
castle, play parks and aeroplanes! W = .

We have also enjoyed having parents come into @
Nursery for our open lesson week. The children
loved being able to show their grown-ups what
they get up to in Nursery. It was so lovely to see g
how far they have come since September and how
much more mature and independent they now
are. We are also very grateful to the parents for
joining us in our Big Toddle to Normanston Park. % 2
We raised an amazing £797 for Barnardos. Thank you to all who have dona‘redl

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School o be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

Reception have had a great last half term! We have spent lots of time reading and retelling
fairy tales and traditional tales. The children have enjoyed making puppets and props to re tell
stories as well as writing pages and pages of them! The children were very em‘husnas‘rlc in
cr'ea‘rmg their own version of ‘We're Going on a Bear Hunt’ ’ "

The children have managed fo enjoy the
warmer weather and spent more and more
time outside. They have been exploring the
mud kitchen and the water area regularly!

We also had our final trip to Bewilderwood §
=== |ast week. The children explored the forest ‘
and were brave enough to climb the rope
bridges, tree houses and ride the zip wires! @
. Lots of the children also enjoyed the ‘death -
iz slides’! Some of the children got creative and
made crocodile hats, while others enjoyed
spending time with their friends on the parks. |
The day was finished off nicely with a puppet
show in which all the children became so |
engrossed inl All of the children were §
remarkably well-behaved and were an absolute &
pleasure fo take.

P

We

would
like to
thank
all our children and parents
for their hard work and
support. It has been a
fantastic year, and we are
going to miss the children so
much. However, we know they
are ready for Year 1 and wish
them lots of luck as they g st 5 g :
continue through Woods Loke. We hope you all have a very lovely Summer!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




. Yeays 1and2

#.« This is always a busy half term that seems to have come
8 1o an end so quickly! Both year groups have continued to
work hard on their learning journeys right up to the end
showing their Woods Loke Learner behaviour of ‘never
giving up’ even on some hot days.

Year Two have had a Geography focus this half term. They
used their geography map reading skills to follow a map to
explore the local area, looking for places and facilities as
they went. There has been lots of drama and role play as
they followed the story of 'Fantastic Mr Fox', their focus
book. The children have written newspaper reports about Mr Fox and the mean farmers. The
classrooms have become greenhouses as the children have grown cress in different conditions,
broad beans to observe the roots developing and sunflowers. These are hopefully growing to
great heights at homel!

Year One have been equally as busy. We started the
term with a trip fo Norwich and the Bridewell
Museum for a Florence Nightingale workshop as a
finale to our last topic. Our focus book has been
'Flanimals’ by Ricky Gervais and the basis of our new
topic. Our writing has been based around the Flanimal
characters that the children created, they have
written stories and a weekly diary of what their
character got up to. It has been our turn to work with the specialist art teacher and the
children have made amazing Flanimals in clay.

Alongside these busy learning opportunities, the children have also been reflecting on their
year and preparing for their transition to their new year groups through discussions, question
and answer opportunities as well as Transition Day.

To conclude our great year both staff and children are looking forward to our end of year FUN
DAY, with a bouncy castle, ice cream and all sorts of other enjoyment. Fingers crossed for
sunshine.

The Key Stage One Team would like to thank everyone for their support over the year and we
wish everyone a relaxing break.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

Year 3 have completed the academic year by looking at Mythical Creatures! They have looked
at all kinds of creatures from myths, legends and stories. The children used these creatures
to inspire their own story writing. One story was about their own mythical creature, and one
based on the plot of George and the Dragon. Year 3's second text type this half term was
explanation texts. The children wrote some fantastic explanations on how fo look after your
magical creature.

With a Design Technology focus, they then designed jigsaws for younger pupils. The children
had to create a mythical creature, design and paint it on their jigsaws. They had to use a range
of tools to create the final products; a saw to cut the jigsaw into pieces, hand/pillar drills to
make holes in the back of the base so the pieces can be removed, as well as hammers and nails
to attach the edges to the base so it could hold the jigsaw in place. After all this work the
children then evaluated their final pieces.

Year 4 have continued their World War 2 focus, continuing the timeline
of the war. To kick off the half term the children had a wonderful day
at Flixton Air Museum. Here they were able fo see real WW2
artefacts, handle real weapons (safely), go aboard various aircraft and
look at the bomber squadron and the relics that were based at the
Flixton site. The children were also given opportunities to link their
maths and geography skills to their learni
‘ , techniques used by WW2 g
pllo‘rs plotting ‘rhelr own flight around East Anglia.
In addition, the children looked at code breaking ==
and how messages were encrypted during the war.
They then had the chance to decode real wartime
messages as well as encrypt their own.

They learnt navigation

As a short end of year focus, Year 4 have moved
onto the topic of 'Save Our Planet’. They have been looking at the problem with single use
plastic and how we can reduce its use. They will also be looking at the issues surrounding palm
oil and how it's in a huge range of products on our shelves.

The end of school year is now with us, and the summer holidays are close. The Year 3 and 4
teachers would like to thank all parents and carers for their support over the last year. We
wish the Year 4 children a smooth transition up to Upper Key Stage 2 and hope that this will
be easier with a few familiar faces accompanying them.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

In Years 5 and 6 this term, the pupils have been learning about Ancient Greece. The children
have studied the similarities and differences between the two main cities - Athens and Sparta.
This work has been based on the culture and lifestyle of the two contrasting areas. We learned
that Spartans had a main goal to be fit and strong - many people had to go to war. If you were
unhealthy, you were thrown off a cliff! On the other hand, in Athens, they were the first
people to promote democracy in their government laws but there were big differences about
how girls and boys were ftreated. This information provoked Io‘rs of lively debates across Years
5 and 6 about which area they would have represented!

To launch our topic, Years 5 and 6 had an excellent theme
day with 'Portals to the Past. The children looked
fantastic as they dressed in Ancient Greek costumes and
took part in activities including a study of city states and |
Greek games and puzzles. Our Historian also took us into
a Spartan and Athenian Battle, complete with warrior
clothing and weaponry and then our day culminated in an
Olympic Games event between classes! It was a great day enjoyed by all!

/ We have also looked at Greek Myths and Gods, and the
Olympic Games has been a focus for our research work. We
researched the origins of the Olympic games and discovered
the Ancient Greeks were the people who invented the
Olympics and some of the events, such as javelin throwing,
are still included in today's events. We moved on to learning
. about some of the controversies associated with the
Olympic games and we created double-page spreads to show
the information gained from our research. This has been particularly interesting to study as
we were able to compare the historical Olympic Games with the forthcoming games in Paris.

Finally, a big focus for us this half term has been to support our Year 5 and 6 pupils to make
a smooth fransition to their next classes. Year 5 will be having a visit to Benjamin Britten High
School to watch their summer production, ‘Matilda.’ For Year 6, we have many awesome leavers
events taking place over the next week - we are looking forward to making memories with Year
6 before they embark on their move to Year 7. Look out for the leaver's events photos, leavers
hoodies and shirts being signed! Our Year 6 pupils have worked incredibly hard this year, they
really have learned, aspired and achieved! We wish all our Year 6 pupils well for their move to
High School - they deserve every success.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Rport

Our sporting year was rounded off with ? T 6
the SEND Panathlon event, held at @ &% =

Pakefield High School. A huge ‘well done’ to  EEANGRS
all the children that represented our
school so well. They took part in a variety
of activities, adding their points up
throughout the morning. Our team finished
in a fantastic 2" place overall.

Throughout the year we have participated
in a huge number of sporting events run by the North Suffolk School Games group. Each of
these events has a different focus, including: non-competitive and participation events, events
to promote physical activity and interest in sport, competitive trophy events, and pathway
events to qualify for county finals. This year, out of the 240 children in Key Stage 2 an
incredible 219 have represented our school at a sporting event and all of our children will have
represented the school at some point before they leave in Year 6.

So, a final 'well done' to everyone who has taken part in sporting events this year. We look
forward to another fantastic year of inclusive sport next year.

A few farewells...

The end of an academic year is often a time to say goodbye to members of staff who are
moving on to pastures new and this year is no exception. The following people will be leaving us
at the end of term: Mrs Emmerson, who has worked at our school for over twenty years, will
be enjoying a very well-earned retirement, although she does assure us that she'll pop in from
time to time. Having completed her teacher training with us this year, Mrs Porter will be
starting her career at a new school, and Mr Ebury, Miss Holmes, Miss Allen and Miss Aldous
are all leaving us for exciting new challenges. I'm sure you'll join with me in thanking them for
their service to our school and wishing them every success in the future.




From the School Council...

The School Council have once again impressed not only the staff but also the Governors and
Mr. Crawley with whom they shared a delightful afternoon tea with. Some of the Governors
were also treated to some funny jokes from the joke book they compiled! The School Council
talked about the highlights of their year and were all particularly proud of the final total £595
raised for charities. They mentioned the learning walk they complete with Mr. Crawley as an
insightful way of seeing the whole school in action. Our Monday meetings are very purposeful,
allowing time for feedback from their classes and putting into action any proposed ideas from
their class, one of which was a talent show! So, a few weeks later with the help of School
Council judging the acts, we were all treated to a variety of talents from Woods Loke pupils.

The winners of each class can be seen &
in the photograph, and they all %
received a personal certificate signed

from the School Council. 5

It is always a pleasure to work |
alongside Woods Loke pupils in our
school and I'm very much looking
forward to introducing our next council |
in the Autumn term. (Mrs. Barratt)

Over to You...
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We would like to wish you all a peaceful and
restful summer break. We look forward to seeing
you all return, refreshed and ready to learn on
Wednesday 4t" September-...

This authority is committed o safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




