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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – JULY 2025 

Our ‘Woods Loke Learning Behaviour’ focus for the last week of school has been to ‘Reflect 

on our Learning’. The children have been looking back at everything they have achieved this 

year – the progress they have made, how their work has improved, their successes and, of 

course, things to work on in the future. We do the same thing as a whole school, and there 

have been a tremendous number of successes this year, most notably our children’s 

academic achievements: 

• 80% of our Reception children achieved a ‘Good Level of Development’, compared to the national 

average of 68% 

• 92% of our Year 1 children passed the ‘Phonics Screening Check’, compared to the national 

average of 81% 

• 83% of our Year 6 children achieved the ‘expected standard’ in Reading, compared to the national 

average of 75% 

• 78% of our Year 6 children achieved the ‘expected standard’ in Writing, compared to the national 

average of 72% 

• 78% of our Year 6 children achieved the ‘expected standard’ in Maths, compared to the national 

average of 74% 

• 75% of our Year 6 children achieved the ‘expected standard’ in Reading, Writing, and Maths 

combined, compared to the national average of 62% 

A huge ‘well done’ to all of our children and to the staff throughout the school who have 

helped them to achieve these fantastic results. 

However, this is also a time for looking ahead and next year promises to be an exciting new 

chapter in the life of Woods Loke. As well as a new sports leader and some new faces in 

Early Years, we are looking forward to welcoming our new Deputy Headteacher, Miss Sarah 

McGowan. Miss McGowan has been in school for three days during the past few weeks and 

she has met all the children and staff, so she is now fully immersed in the ways of Woods 

Loke. We have been working together on the school improvement and development plan and 

there are already some exciting things on the horizon for 2025/26. Miss McGowan will 

bring with her a fresh injection of energy and enthusiasm, as well as experience and a 

strong track record. We are all very much looking forward to working alongside her. 

In the meantime, I hope you all have a lovely summer, and we look forward to seeing you all 

return in September, refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on into 

another exciting academic year. 

 

Reflecting, and looking forward… 



It has been a lovely term in the Maple nursery! The children 

were amazing at their Sports Day, showing lots of 

enthusiasm as they completed their activities. This term, we 

have also been learning about eggs and there was lots of 

excitement when an egg arrived in our garden. The children 

shared their ideas about what could be inside the egg through 

mark-making. It was a big surprise when 

a baby dinosaur hatched! We have also been following the children's 

interest, their love for role-playing led us into making our very own ice-

cream shop. We made signs and designed our own ice lollies which we 

incorporated into the shop. It has been an amazing year watching the 

youngest children of Woods Loke blossom, they have grown so much. We 

will miss them lots but wish them all the best as they move into their new 

nursery.  

Willow Nursery have had a wonderful final half term, we can’t believe 

it is already nearly time to say goodbye! In our nature days we have 

enjoyed being down in forest school exploring many topics including 

ladybirds, sunshine and shadows, rainbows and summer flowers.  

In maths the children have enjoyed learning 

about collecting data and how to make a tally 

chart. They have also loved learning about measuring height; measuring 

each other and comparing their heights to different objects.  

Both Nursery’s joined together for our Big Toddle, the children did a 

wonderful job coming dressed as jungle animals and walking all the way 

to the park. We raised over £500 for Barnardo’s, thank you so much 

for your support.  

The children had the best time on their trip to the Nature Play 

Centre. They loved exploring all of the different rooms including the 

sand pit, den making area and mud kitchen. They all had the chance to 

get suited up and go in the paint room where they could paint anything 

including the walls, furniture and each other! They loved it so much 

we have returned to Nursery and turned our summer house into our 

very own paint room.   

Nursery 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had a great last half term! We have spent lots of time reading and retelling 

fairy tales and traditional tales. The children have enjoyed making puppets and props to re tell 

stories as well as writing pages and pages of them! The children were very enthusiastic in 

creating their own version of ‘We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt’  
The children have managed 

to enjoy the warmer 

weather and spent more and 

more time outside. They 

have been exploring the mud 

kitchen and the water area 

regularly! Lots of the 

children have been enjoying role playing shops and restaurants and 

even created their own pizza shop and Woods Loke Cafe!  

We also had our final trip to Bewilderwood last week. The 

children explored the forest and were brave enough to 

climb the rope bridges, tree houses and ride the zip wires! 

Lots of the children also enjoyed the ‘death slides’! All of 

the children were remarkably well-behaved and were an 

absolute pleasure to take.  

We would like to thank all our 

children and parents for their 

hard work and support. It has 

been a fantastic year and we are 

going to miss the children so 

much. However, we know they 

are ready for Year 1 and wish 

them lots of luck as they 

continue through Woods Loke. 

We hope you all have a very 

lovely Summer!  

Reception 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



What a busy final half term we have had in Years 1 and 2! In Year 1, the 

children have had lots of fun completing a mini topic based around our 

focus piece of music ‘The Carnival of the Animals’. Each week we have 

concentrated on one of the animals and used this as our focus for science, 

art and music. We listened to the elephant, tortoise, aquarium and aviary 

pieces of music. The children loved exploring 

the different percussion instruments for each 

of the animals and we wrote scientific fact files 

about them. We also created our own Salvador Dali inspired elephant 

paintings, 3D tortoises, collage fish and birds with fanned wings. We 

were very lucky to be visited by three tortoises too!  Our grand finale 

at the end of the topic was when the children performed their own 

version of ‘The Carnival of the Animals’ using the instruments.  

In Year 2, we have been exploring the local area near our school. As part of our geography 

work, we used maps to navigate the road names, signs and local facilities around our school as 

part of a local walk. Then, we compared what it is like to live in a village, town and city, using 

maps and case studies from people who live in these places. We have also studied the author 

‘Roald Dahl’ and read ‘Fantastic Mr. Fox’ as our focus text. We developed our acting skills as 

we re-enacted different key scenes, with great attempts at a Mr. Fox voice!  

The real highlight of our work this half term 

though was our visit to Jimmy’s Farm in 

Ipswich. This enabled us to draw upon our 

science knowledge about animals and 

habitats alongside using a map to navigate 

around the farm. We absolutely loved seeing Jimmy the owner of the 

farm, the crocodile in the reptile house, polar bears, camels, zebras, 

brown bears and 

farm animals. It was an amazing day 

out and it was great to find out about 

what the animals need to survive. We 

enjoyed walking around the farm and 

used the map to locate the different 

creatures and the den building area!  

Years 1 and 2 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



As we come to the final few days of the academic year, it is a good time to reflect back on 

achievements. The children should be very proud of all they have accomplished and how much 

they have grown since September, in so many ways. They will be bringing home their books and 

this is a great opportunity to share those successes and the progress that has undoubtably 

been made. Alongside this there have been some lovely memories and experiences such as; 

being Egyptians and Romans, trips and visitors into school, very lively dance lessons and 

producing great art and DT projects, to name but a few. 
Quidditch Day was another example of learning outside the classroom that the children have 

experienced this term. Teamwork, scientific investigation and knowledge, physical skills and 

art, all wrapped up with a lot of magic! It was great to see the enthusiasm from both children 

and staff who had just as much fun with ‘Elephants Toothpaste and secret codes. 

Congratulations to the Gryffindor house members for winning the closely contested overall 

competition. 

This last half term, Year 3 have drawn together writing skills developed over the year with 

creative stories about mythical creatures linked to their topic. They have also completed their 

DT projects of jigsaws of mythical creatures, with some impressive results.  

Year 4 have developed 

their learning about 

WW2, this time 

looking at the topic 

from the aspect of 

different battles. A 

visit to Flixton Air 

Museum brought the 

whole thing to life, 

especially having a go 

on the flight simulator. 

A finale to the topic 

was a VE Day 

experience with 

singing, learning to jive 

and surprisingly tasty 

wartime ration carrot cookies which the children cooked. 

Years 3 and 4 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Year 5 have finished off the academic year by studying Ancient Greece. They started by 

looking into the timeline of the Ancient Greeks and how parts of their history have influenced 

today e.g. the Olympic Games. The children then looked at the city states of Sparta and 

Athens, studying their differences, as well as lots of work on Greek myths.  

To finish the topic, Year 5 had an Ancient Greece Day with ‘Portals to the Past’. The children 

(and teachers!) were in full costume. They learnt more about the origins of the Olympic Games. 

They also had a chance to play authentic Ancient Greek board games as well as look at real 

replica armour and weapons.  

Year 6 have come to the end of their time at Woods Loke. It is a 

sad time for staff as we really don’t want them to go.  

With the shadow of the SATS gone and our writing submitted, the 

year group have been throwing themselves into their production of 

Oliver. It’s been an exciting end to the year for our amazing Year 

6 pupils! After weeks of rehearsals, they took to the stage with a 

fantastic a performance, complete with lively song and dance 

numbers, lots of laughter, duets and a solo. The show was a great 

success, and we couldn’t be prouder of their talent and teamwork. 

Hot on the heels of the performance, Year 6 packed their bags for their long-awaited 

residential trip to Hilltop. From high ropes and zip lines to team challenges and woodland 

adventures, the trip was full of fun, friendship, and unforgettable memories. It was the 

perfect way to celebrate the end of their primary school journey. 

Year 6 had an unforgettable time at their leavers' party, packed full of fun and laughter. The 

playground was buzzing with excitement as everyone took turns bouncing around in hilarious 

sumo suits, challenging friends to friendly matches. Music 

filled the air thanks to a lively DJ who kept the energy high 

with all their favourite songs. The bucking bronco proved a 

thrilling test of balance, while the inflatable assault course 

turned into a friendly competition of speed and agility. A 

sizzling BBQ kept everyone well-fed, and the penalty shoot-

out brought out the inner football stars in many. It was the 

perfect way to celebrate the end of primary school and make 

lasting memories together.  

Years 5 and 6 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Year 6 Kwik Cricket Champions! A huge congratulations 

to our Year 6 cricket team who won the local 

competition and represented the school at the County 

Finals – finishing 6th overall in the county! A brilliant 

performance full of teamwork and determination.  

Panathlon Team Victory: Our Panathlon team had an 

amazing day at 

Pakefield High School, competing in a range of 

inclusive sporting challenges against other schools. 

The team showed great enthusiasm and teamwork, 

earning us an overall win – well done to all involved! 

Maple Nursery Sports Day: Maple class enjoyed a fantastic Sports Day filled with fun, 

energy, and friendly competition. Thank you to everyone who came to support and made the 

day such a success! 

A Final Message from Mr Hunt: As I come to the end of my time here at Woods Loke, I just 

want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has been part of my journey over the past 

7 years. 

To the parents and carers – thank you for your continued support and encouragement. 

To the pupils – it’s been an absolute privilege to teach you. Each one of you has made my role 

so rewarding, whether you’ve shown resilience in PE lessons, team spirit at sports days, or just 

brought energy and enthusiasm to everything we’ve done. 

I’m incredibly proud of how much sport and physical activity has grown across the school. 

From PE lessons and after-school clubs to competitions, personal challenges, and just the joy 

of being active – sport now runs through the heart of the school. Seeing so many children 

moving, smiling, and succeeding through sport has been one of the highlights of my time here. 

Though I’m moving on, I’ll always carry the memories and pride of 

what we’ve achieved together. This school will always have a special 

place in my heart. 

Wishing you all continued success and happiness – both in sport and 

beyond. Thank you, and goodbye.  

Warmest wishes, 

Mr Hunt 

Sports Report 
 



I am in 'turtle' awe of how 'turtley' amazing the school council has been this year! Tiny the 

turtle, inspired by our charity, the World Wildlife Fund, has been a triumph and it has been 

so successful that Tiny the turtle will continue to visit the classes with the highest 

attendance next academic year as well.  
School Council have diligently continued the Fruit Friday 

initiative which was started by a previous School Council, 

we now have special Fruit Friday wheely boards with a place 

for the fruit to go. Please help Fruit Friday to run smoothly 

by encouraging your child to only eat fruit/veg on a Friday's 

playtime and not take snacks out of their lunchbox. 

The School Council has also been busy judging all the 

incredible talent across our school. The finalists have been 

named in this week's Monday Mail, well done to everyone 

who took part, they were very entertaining! So, once again, I will say goodbye to this year's 

School Council and say ‘thank you’. I am now looking forward to seeing what the new School 

Council will offer our school for the year 2025/2026. (Mrs. Barratt) 

 

From the School Council… 
 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful and 

restful summer break. We look forward to seeing 

you all return, refreshed and ready to learn on 

Wednesday 3rd September… 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs). 

 


