WOODS LOKE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

/) earn, Aspire, Achieve

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2024

Easter is early this year and so this half term has been a particularly short one - it hasn't
even lasted 5 full weeks. However, despite the fact that we've only been in school for 24
days, an awful lot of exciting things have been packed in and we hope you enjoy reading all
about some of them in this newsletter.

It can sometimes come as a surprise to people just how much learning and how many
different activities our children experience in a day at school. This was certainly the
comment I heard from several parents at our recent parents’ evenings as they looked
through their children's books, and this is one of the reasons for our 'Open Lesson’ weeks
and our half termly fours of the school. We want parents to have a genuine, first-hand
experience of what goes on every day at Woods Loke so that they can get really involved
in their child's education - when parents and school work together and support each other,
children are able o make the most of their time in school and achieve so much more.

For now, the holidays are upon us and we'd like to wish you all a restful and peaceful Easter
break. We look forward to seeing you all return refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE
and ACHIEVE on in to the summer term when, hopefully, we can enjoy the warmer weather.

A short half term, but a lot

of learning packed in!
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Nursery

This half term in Maple Nursery we have been super busy. We have learnt about ‘People Who
Help Us' and their very important job roles.

We have been on a nature walk around the school in search of
the first signs of spring, exploring the forest school area. We
have learnt about the parts of a flower and used our knowledge
to recreate our own collages. The children have been looking at
different ‘rypes of eggs and identified what is different about

(HE g @ them. We have been keen to learn
iy about birds, searching for nests and making bird feeders to hang in the
% garden. We have been bug hunting in the garden, digging and searching
| for worms.

We have continued developing our gross motor skills in PE and the
outdoor area, moving our bodies in a range of ways, using positional
language. We have also been using our math skills to measure and
compare objects, using the terms longer and shorter.
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This half term Willow nursery have continued with learning a sound
each week in phonics. We are so impressed that the children are
able to recognise initial sounds in words and some children have
even begun segmenting and blending! We have been wowed by the
number of children wanting to practise writing the sounds as well.

We have really enjoyed our drawing club this half term. Stories, .
tales and animations we have covered include ‘Trapdoor’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, ‘The
Hairy Toe' and 'The Tiger Who Came to Ted'. The children have loved drawing the different
characters, settings and different scenarios we have set them. They have been adding secret
codes to their drawings too, which include numbers and letters we have learnt.

We have been learning about nests, snails, stars, rain and spring flowers in our nature days.
BT The children loved looking for nests and got to look at a real blackbird
nest. They enjoyed learning about snails and watching the slimy trail that
' they made on the ground

We have also been very busy preparing our garden for the warmer weather.
We now have a greenhouse and have been busy planting a variety of
@ different fruits and vegetables including radish, chives, potatoes and peas.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School o be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

Even though it has been a short half term, it has still been an extremely busy half term in
Reception. The children are continuing to work hard in our phonics sessions, mcludmg r'eadmg
and writing a wide range of words and sentences. - it

In Maths, the children par“rucular‘ly enjoyed finding out about |

: @ different charts and pictograms. Many
of the children created their own
{ surveys about favourite ice cream
flavours, favourite colours or favourite
animals and then created their own
pictogram and block charts to show @
their results. :

Some of the children have taken an interest in den building and
have been role playing campfires. Following on from this, the
children got to experience a real campfire. They collected sticks,
attempted to light matches and even toasted marshmallows.

The children have enjoyed finding out about animals this half term. They have been finding out
about different types of animals, animal diets, animal habitats and animal lifecycles. They went
on a minibeast hunt around the school grounds and found lots of different insects, including
ladybirds, beetles and earwigs. Following on from this, many of the children have created their
own animals from junk modelling, wood and felt. One of the highlights this half ferm was a visit
from Mini Monsters. The children were amazed at the animals they saw, stroked and even held.
The children were much braver than the staff! The children are looking forward to their first
school trip to Carlton Marshes on fhe IasT day of term, whlch will enhance The children’s love

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




Years 1 and 2

This half term has flown by, as has the year. It is hard to believe that next we are into the
final term of the academic year. However, even though it has been a short half term, there
have been loads of learning activities and fun packed in.

Year One have had a very exciting time with our fopic
'Dinosaurs’ being the focus of our learning. The children
have been so engaged and enthusiastic. The highlight
was certainly the visit by ‘Teach Rex’ and 'Jam' the T-
Rex. First we were amazed to see a visiting T-Rex who |~
was caught on the playground by the cameras over the
weekend. It had even made a nest and left 2 eggs! The
w topic has inspired
- lots of writing. The children wrote their own versions of
.! 'Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’, as well as fact
| files about Dinosaurs. They researched to find their
information. We have also been palaeontologists by
| dissecting dino poo to see if they were carnivores,
herbivores or omnivores and extracted fossils from
chocolate chip cookies. We have learnt about Mary Anning
which has inspired children to hunt for their own fossils.

Year Two have been equally as busy learning about Australia, beginning with an inspiring
workshop where they explored Aboriginal culture, dance and art. This led to writing non-
chronological reports about the different aspects of Australian life. Also this half term, Year
Two have been working with the specialist dance teacher and have worked with great energy
and enthusiasm creating a fabulous dance, which they performed to their Year 5 buddy classes.
In Science the children have explored materials
carrying out several investigations. They then
used their learning to help them design their
own outfits, made from suitable materials, for
Traction Man, according to the adventure he
was to undertake. Traction Man being the main
character from their stimulus book.

Have a lovely Easter break and we look forward to the good weather and our final term of the
children’s learning journey which is already looking very busy with activities and events.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

Year 3 have been focusing on rainforests for this half term. They learnt about where
rainforests are in the world and improved their skills in using atlases to gather information
about countries and regions. When looking at what is in the rainforest, Year 3 studied the
different layers of the forests and how each one can be its own habitat. They also looked at
the different animals that live in the various tropical forests throughout the world.

Looking at poetry, the children used the layers of the forest as their inspiration. They thought
about what your senses would exper'lence in the rainforest, adding these mTo their writing.

P23 Year 3 were lucky to have two of
I the school's specialist teachers |
working with them this half term. =2
Mrs Gamble in art taught the &
children to make a collage of the @&
S8 rainforest. Using this as inspiration,
8 they then made clay tiles based on |
their designs. They were taught how to wor'k wu‘rh clay as well
' as the different techniques that could be used. In food
: - technology lessons they learnt all about bread. Then children
studied different types, how to make it, as well as how it varies around the world.

Year 4 have just completed a new topic for the year, 'The Grit’, Lowestoft's almost forgotten
fishing village. It was a self-sufficient community, which was home to 2,500 people, 13 pubs,
three schools, two churches, shops and cafés.

The children started their learning by looking at historical artefacts and evidence to build a
sense of life within the village over fime. They then looked at how the area was bombed by a
German Zeppelin and shelled by German battleships in World War 1. Using this information, as
well as people’s experiences from the time, the children wrote a story based on these historical
events. To reinforce this text type, the children had a second go at writing a historical story
after studying the 1953 floods and how these effected the area.

Year 4 also looked at how to write instructional texts. The children had their first go at this
by writing instructions on how to make the perfect cup of tea (as no fisherman would have set
sail without a proper brew). They then wrote their second set of instructions using their
learning from the 1953 floods. Year 4 children wrote detailed instruction on how defend at
property and stay safe when the threat of flood is looming.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years s and 6

I

Years 5 and 6 have been dancing through § L. 8. g -3 I sy 4
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the decades this half term! As a History ?- g 5 ’: "y
unit studying Britain since 1948, we have ‘ 3 ‘ . (58
looked at how the end of WWII changed [ ‘
f
our country. In particular, our work has g >
included a focus on what life was like between 1950 and 2000. Each of ‘rhe decades has been
a focus for our Hls‘rory Art, Music, Computing and English lessons. Pupils have directed their
f ' | learning, choosing from themes such as famous
people, famous events, fashion, music, technology,
¥ toys/games, democracy, food and homes to
research what life was like during these decades.
As a result of their research, ‘rhe chlldr'en in \/ear's
5 and 6 have pr‘oduced excellent pieces of work oF 8, oy .
v '.’{9‘ andal A 439‘@ )
including information texts, adverts and art work g% O 950 80
linked to the decades. | i o ; g?

As each of the decades were studied, music from T8 A Wt
these years could be heard in our classes! Many of ‘

i :::;: " IS
™ 5P) ‘The 1990s’ |
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the pupils were surprised at how many songs they - = —
had heard before! To celebrate the end of our unit, Years 5 and 6 took part in a Decades
Extravaganza. Each class was given a decade to work with. The pupils and staff dressed in

clothes from their decade and er‘formmg songs in a special concert. This was an awesome end

to one of our favourite topics!

Alongside our Decades work, Year 5 have
been studying playscripts. They have
looked at the key features of this text
! type, completed drama lessons based on
understanding stage directions and expression as they performed playscripts linked to
Macbeth. The children added to this knowledge by visiting Pakefield High School to watch a
rehearsed play reach the stage and our Year 5 pupils then used this experience to perform
their own plays to each other.

Finally, the Year 6 pupils have been immersed in our revision sessions in preparation for our
final ferm. All the pupils worked incredibly well during their mock assessments, displaying a
calm and focused approach to their learning throughout. We cannot wait to see what they
achieve next term too!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

Year 3 Kwik Cricket

A fine achievement from our Year 3 Kwik Cricket
team who won their recent tournament. ‘Well done'
to all the children involved who demonstrated some
fantastic team work, fielding and batting skills.

Year 3 Skittleball

‘Well done' to both of our teams that took part inour |
local Skittleball event held at Benjamin Britten. This
tournament was all about communication and getting
into good spaces to receive the ball. Our team were
judged each match and were the overall champions.
Huge congratulations to everyone involved.

Year 6 'This Girls Can’ Festival

What a fantastic event this was! Held at
Water Lane and designed to promote and
encourage girls to take part in different
sports, there were over 100+ girls taking
part. The children enjoyed a carousel of
activities including, tennis, dance, cricket,
dodgeball, spikeball and many more. Everyone had an amazing time.

Year 5 Swimming Gala

A big 'well done’ to our year 5 swimming &
team who took part in a variety of races
including, breast stroke, front crawl,
back stroke and many more. The gala
was held at Water Lane Leisure Centre
and the children were superb
throughout the morning.

Next term we look forward to welcoming you all back for sporting activities on the field, plus
of course, our sports days. More information will be released soon. (Mr Hunt)

OUR SCHOOL VISION

- learn, Aspire, Achieve




From the School Council...

The School Council have had very productive and entertaining meetings this half term. We
have been working hard to complete the ‘Woods Loke Joke Book' which will be available to
purchase in the summer term, so do look out for that!

The highlight of our half term was almost certainly our very successful cake sale. We were
delighted and very grateful for the amount our families kindly donated. Also a big ‘thank you'
to Tesco and Morrisons who kindly donated cakes as well. It was also lovely to see the cake
sale supported so well after school and in total we raised just under £400 which is an
outstanding amount and will help our local, national and international charities, as well, of
course, our brilliant schooll (Mrs Barratt)

Summer Uniform

Before the children return for the Summer term, we would like to take this opportunity to
politely remind all parents about our expectations around school uniform:

e All pupils should be in navy trousers or dresses/skirts, pale blue polo shirts, navy
sweatshirts, and black school shoes. Summer dresses will be allowed for the Summer
term but must be navy and white checked dresses only, not playsuits

e Our policy states that hair should not be extreme in style or colour - this includes
brightly dyed hair and shaved lines and patterns

e PE kits must consist of navy shorts/jogging trousers and navy PE shirts

Also, we have an increasing number of children coming to school in trainers, which is not part
of our dress code, and wearing incorrect uniform. We do not expect pupils to have all their
uniform with logos, but do expect them to be of the correct colour and style.

If you have any questions regarding uniform, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff.

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




