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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – MAY 2023 

This half term always tends to be the shortest in the school year – this year especially with 

the two Bank Holidays – but, as usual, we seem to have packed an awful lot into such a short 

space of time. 

Firstly of course, our Year 2 and Year 6 children have been busy with SATs and, after 

hearing about lots of negativity in the national news, I’m delighted to say that all of our 

pupils were calm, relaxed and had been well prepared to do their very best. We now eagerly 

await the results in July… 

This half term has also seen lots of celebratory events such as our Coronation picnic, lots 

of school trips, parent share afternoons and, of course, sports days, and it was lovely to 

see so many of you able to join us and share in these events. 

And finally, you may have noticed one or two improvements to our grounds. Firstly, our Eco 

Council are helping to develop a new wild flower meadow which, we hope, will encourage lots 

of wildlife to make their home in our school grounds. Secondly, our school allotment has 

now been completed and we have an eager group of children ready to get stuck into weeding, 

planting, growing and harvesting. Our long term aim is to grow food that forms part of our 

school dinner menu – from our plot to our plates. 

So, I hope you all have a lovely half term break and we look forward to seeing you all in 

June when we can all LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE all the way to the end of the year. 

  

 



Maple children have made huge progress this half term and we have begun exploring the Willow 

nursery as part of our transition. The children have loved exploring the Willow garden and 

climbing on the climbing equipment, challenging their own confidence and physical ability. 

We have been spending lots of time learning about lifecycles this half term, 

we began by learning about the lifecycle of a frog. We looked at how they 

change from tadpoles to frogs as they grow. Recently we have been focusing 

on eggs and chicks watching the eggs hatch and the chicks start to grow.  

The Maple children have loved getting creative 

this half term, from practicing their cutting 

skills and creating collages to working on their pen control and 

drawing pictures of their families. The children found a snail in 

the garden that they excitedly watched as it slithered across the 

tray, this led the children to explore the different marks they 

can make with chalk as they created their own snail trails.  

In Willow Nursery this half term we have been continuing our phonics which 

the children are really enjoying. We have been focussing on 2d and 3d 

shapes in maths and have been playing a range of track games supporting 

children’s counting and turn taking. The children 

have even made their own track game to play at 

home.  

We have been looking at baby animals now that we 

are approaching spring, with a big emphasis on eggs. 

We are very excited to have eggs in an incubator which we are patiently 

waiting for to hatch. The children have predicted what they think is 

inside the eggs. An exciting discovery was found in the nursery garden! 

An egg was found and hatched in the nursery and became a mystery as 

foot prints were found and a big mess in the nursery! This sparked lots of imaginative 

discussions about what could have happened. Some children think a dinosaur may have hatched 

in nursery and some children think a giant crocodile or snake may have hatched. We went on a 

walk around the field to search for further evidence, even finding foot prints in the library! 

It was lovely to see the children so excited and inspired to solve the mystery. We have also 

been observing caterpillars in the nursery. We watched them grow bigger and they have now 

cocooned. The children are looking forward to seeing the butterflies.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had a wonderful half term with lots of activities 

taking place linked to our nature days. At the beginning of the 

half term we focussed on ponds, therefore we organised a visit to 

Carlton Marshes. The children took part in pond dipping and learnt 

about the different creatures which they may find. They also had 

a go at minibeast hunting which gave them a great opportunity to 

compare the creatures you may find in water compared to on land.  

For another nature day we learnt about owls and were very lucky to have 

Fritton Owl Sanctuary visit us in school. They brought with them two owls. 

The children learnt a lot of facts about the owls including what they eat and 

how far they can turn their heads. We have also enjoyed reading ‘Owl Babies’ 

and many children have created story maps of the 

book and enjoyed acting out the story. 

As we are well into Spring now, we have also started 

to look at new life. The children were all very excited to find 9 eggs in 

an incubator! There have been many predictions on what may be inside 

including dinosaurs, tortoises, blackbirds and snakes! We have been 

watching them closely and last week were very excited to find that the 

eggs hatched and had chicks inside! We have been giving them food and 

water and are enjoying watching them grow! 

To finish off nature weeks for this half term we are focussing on 

minibeasts. We have got Mini Monsters visiting us to teach us about 

different minibeasts, including a giant snail, giant millipede, tarantula, 

bearded dragon and a snake. 

In Phonics this half term we are continuing to recap the sounds we have 

already learnt and their alternate spellings. We are still learning new 

tricky words each week. Our big focus has been being able to write 

sentences from dictation, remembering capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. In Maths 

we have also been revising all areas, we have been focussing on the composition of numbers 

particularly to 10. We have been exploring the comparison of numbers including counting and 

cardinality. We also learnt about interpreting and recording data which a lot of children have 

really enjoyed. They have been making their own bar charts and pictograms to gather data 

about their class. We have also learnt about time including sequencing events and times of the 

day, children have been practicing telling ‘o’clock’ and ‘half past’ times. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



A busy half term with several four day weeks with Bank Holidays and the once in a lifetime 

Coronation to celebrate.  Lots of fun making crowns and also learning about role of kings and 

queens from history. As always we have packed a lot in! 

Year One have been basing their learning around ‘Super Heroes’ both 

fictional and real life. We have created our own heroes, writing fact 

files and real stories about them. There have also been some fun poems 

composed. We had a great visit to the Bridewell Museum in Norwich to 

meet Florence Nightingale and find out more about her life and what 

it was like. We also looked at a Superhero from the past, St George, 

and learnt about how he became the patron saint of England. The 

children enjoyed making their own dragons. Mrs Norman visited the 

classes and explained her role as part of Aldeburgh RNLI lifeboat crew. A real life superhero. 

Leading on from this, the children learnt what skills we could have to help us be heroes if the 

need arose and we learnt some basic first aid skills and how to make emergency phone calls.  

Year Two have been learning about how things 

were very different in the past. We had a 

special visit from some Grandparents who told 

us the types of games they played and what 

school was like for them. The children were able 

to ask questions and enjoyed listening to 

everything they had to say. To complement our 

learning from the past, in DT the children 

designed their own ragdoll and created it by sewing together felt.  

In Art, Year Two used their focus piece of art ‘Tiger in the Jungle’ by Henri Rousseau to learn 

how to use a viewfinder to concentrate on a small area of a picture. They used different media 

to recreate their chosen section. 

Having chicks hatching has created a real buzz and the children have loved seeing them and 

watching how they change so quickly.  Year One have also been observing our tadpoles. 

One of the other highlights of our term has been Sports Day. We were very lucky with the 

weather with the sun shining and the field drying up just enough! The children were all 

fantastic, giving everything their best effort, as did the grown-ups in their race! It was a lot 

of fun for everyone involved and as always great to see the support 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



This half term has been a short one, yet the children have managed to pack in lots of learning. 

Year 3 have been getting to grips with evacuation in World War 2 and Year 4 have been 

studying ways to save our planet.  

All of Year 3’s learning was underpinned by finding out about what it was like to be an evacuee 

in the Second World War. They learnt why children were evacuated, where the children went 

and what the experience was like. Using this emersion and information, the children wrote 

diary entries and letters imagining they have been evacuated.  

Year 3 took their learning to Gressenhall. There they had the 

opportunity to visit a shop that was set up the period style, selling 

the goods available in WW2. This helped give them an insight into 

rationing. Year 3 then looked at a WW2 style farm and helped 

muck in! To top it off they got into the true Dad’s Army spirit, 

learning about what it was like to be in the home guard. 

To top off their topic, Year 3 have had a fantastic World War Two day, getting to don their 

World War 2 attire for a second time. In the morning they learnt how to jive, cook an authentic 

wartime recipe and grow their own food. The afternoon’s events consisted of learning about 

propaganda and making posters as well as growing their own food.    

Year 4’s topic of ‘Save Our Planet’ was topped off with a visit to Carlton Marches. Here they 

could see conservation they had been learning about in action. In addition, they used this day 

to start their science learning about living things and their habitats. The children looked for 

then identified invertebrates in meadows as well as aquatic habitats, using keys to determine 

the species they found.  

To link the children’s topic learning to their English work, 

the children looked at how to write persuasively, studying 

the effects of palm oil production, single use plastic and 

global climate change. Year 4 then focused their English 

work on writing discursively, making balanced arguments 

on modes of transport and energy production.  

After half term Year 4 will be starting a new topic of World War 2. This topic takes off from 

where they left last year. Year 3 focus on the home front and evacuation, whereas the children 

in Year 4 are focusing on the wider war and its effects across the globe, looking at key figures 

and events.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



This half term, Years 5 and 6 have taken a trip to Amazing Africa! We were inspired to explore 

this continent in our first lesson using a ‘Lonely Planet’ video guide, exploring all the tourist 

areas and landmarks. Our knowledge at the start of our topic was largely associated with 

African animals but we quickly expanded upon this using a range of research tools to begin our 

journey. We embarked on our African adventure by using atlases and data to focus on how the 

continent is divided into different areas and countries. Each class directed their learning, 

choosing to focus on topics such as climate, tourism, culture, economies, rivers, biomes, deserts 

and mountains. As we journeyed around Northern, Eastern, Western, Central and Southern 

Africa, pupils proudly shared their research findings in the form of double-page information 

texts, persuasive guides for holidays, postcards and presentations. Many pupils were inspired 

to independently continue their learning at home, producing additional pieces of research and 

even art work. We have been really impressed by this motivation to present in different ways 

and also the fact that the children have risen to the challenge of discussing sensitive, serious 

topics such as apartheid and politics. 

In Art, we linked our Africa research to a study of African artist Edward Said Tinga Tinga. 

We looked at the key features of his style, watched YouTube clips of other artists recreating 

pieces of Tinga Tinga art, before creating our own pieces. Pupils reflected on their finished 

pieces, evaluating their techniques against the features we identified in our initial lessons. 

Finally, to conclude our studies this half term, Years 5 and 6 took part in a fantastic African 

Drumming Workshop. We had a visit from the Hello Education Group who introduced the 

Djembe Drum to our pupils. This lively and noisy session began with a talk about how the drums 

are used in African Culture and how they have inspired music and beats around the world. We 

couldn’t wait to play the copying beats game as we explored the different techniques and 

sounds made by the drums. We made polyrhythms which culminated in an orchestra of 

different beats and sounds lead by our conductor! A fabulous way to end our Geography unit-

the drumming really tested our ability to work in different ways and never give up! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Sports Days We had a 

huge turnout to all of our 

sports day this term; 

thank you to all who 

attended. The staff and 

the children loved you 

being there cheering and 

supporting. 

The children took part in the following events; 100m 

Sprint, Egg & Spoon, Sack Race, Hurdles, Standing Jump, 

Javelin, Shot Put, Relay, Tug of War 

If you did miss out on sports day, photos have been 

uploaded to social media. 

Year 6 Football County Finals Well done to all the boys 

that took part in the Futsal County Final that was played 

in Ipswich. Overall our boys finished 5th place with 2 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss.  

New Tournament Kit 27th April 

marked the launch of our new sports 

kits and sponsored partnership with 

JME Ltd. A massive ‘thank you’ to JME. 

Our Sports Council and some additional 

helpers 

have been 

the first 

to try on our new kits – don’t they look smart 

School Games Mark Gold The Schools Games Mark is a 

government led awards scheme launched in 2012 to reward 

schools for their commitment to the development of competition 

across their school and into the community. Participating in this 

process allows schools to evaluate their PE provision and assists 

them in developing an action plan for future progress. We’ve now 

been awarded gold for the second consecutive year! (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



School Council are proactively encouraging the children in our school to respect and look after 

our school environment, with a special focus on the toilets 'When you leave, are they clean?' 

and with the current SC term about to finish their term in office, we are hoping that the next 

elected members will continue to develop this initiative in the Autumn term.  

The School Council ‘Fruit Friday’ policy is working really well and we would like to say ‘thank 

you’ to all the parents and children who are supporting us to make healthier choices on a Friday.  
As always, the highlight of our School Council calendar is the afternoon tea with the Governors 

where we will share our achievements of the year over cakes and biscuits! 

Our special fundraising event will take place straight after school on 19th June, where SC will 

be selling bags of pick 'n' mix sweets! (Mrs Barratt) 

Before the children return for the last half term of the academic year, we would like to take 

this opportunity to politely remind all parents about our expectations around school uniform: 
 All pupils should be in navy trousers or dresses/skirts, pale blue polo shirts and navy 

sweatshirts, navy socks and black school shoes. Summer dresses are allowed for the 

Summer term but must be navy and white checked dresses only, not playsuits  

 Our policy states that hair should not be extreme in style or colour – this includes 

brightly dyed hair and shaved lines and patterns 

 PE kits must consist of navy shorts/jogging trousers and navy PE shirts 

Also, we have an increasing number of children coming to school in trainers, which is not part 

of our dress code, and wearing incorrect uniform. We do not expect pupils to have all their 

uniform with logos, but do expect them to be of the correct colour and style.  

If you have any questions regarding uniform, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff. 

  

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

 

 
 

 
 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs). 

 


