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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – MAY 2024 

This half term began with a 9:30am phone call from Ofsted on the first day back after the 

Easter holidays and it has ended with the publication of Ofsted’s final report – a report 

that judged our school to be ‘Outstanding’ in ALL areas, the highest grading that any school 

can receive. It has certainly been a demanding half term but, equally, a very rewarding one. 

The new Ofsted framework is all about what it is actually like for the children who attend 

a school and what happens on a regular, day-to-day basis, rather than just a two-day 

snapshot. In order to gain a comprehensive understanding of the big picture, the inspectors 

spent a long time looking at books, observing children, and interviewing over 100 of them 

over the two days. Therefore, we were delighted to read the opening line of the report, 

“Pupils love their school…” You cannot ask for a greater seal of approval than that. 

Following the publication of the report, I have been asked by a number of people whether 

the school still needs to continue to improve and develop or whether ‘the job is done’. My 

answer to that is ‘of course it will!’ We are all of the opinion that ‘outstanding’ is not an end 

result, but rather a confirmation that we are doing the right things, and that we should 

therefore carry on doing them. If a school has a strong and settled team who are all working 

together, there is no reason why it shouldn’t continue to go from strength to strength and 

I have no doubt that our school will do just that. As far as we’re concerned, it will be very 

much ‘business as usual’ as we continue our mission to ensure that all of our children are 

able to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE to the best of their ability – onwards and upwards!  

 



This half term the Maple nursery had a special caterpillar delivery; we observed the changes 

from caterpillar, to cocoon, to butterflies. We had some amazing learning 

opportunities which continued our interest in mini-beasts.  

In the nursery we love exploring in all weathers and we especially like the 

rain, the children wore their puddle suits and wellies and we searched the 

garden for mini-beasts. We have found snails, newts, woodlouse, earwigs and 

even a giant leopard slug which we enjoyed learning about.  

We have been keen to explore different vehicles. Following the children's 

interests, we made our role play into a train station, making our own 

tickets and counting coins to pay. We used toy vehicles in paint to look at 

the different tyre marks and also made our own cars from junk modelling. 

We have been learning about floating and sinking and had opportunities to 

make our own boats to test in the water tray. We also collected objects 

from around the garden to test out too.  

We have had another very busy half term in Willow Nursery! We began the half term with a 

visit from the dentist following the children showing an interest in healthy eating. We learnt 

about which foods are good for our teeth and how to clean our teeth properly. 

In phonics we have continued to learn a new sound each week and the children are now 

beginning to learn how to blend and segment simple CVC words. In maths we have been learning 

about numbers up to 8. We have looked closely at the composition of these numbers and also 

comparing the numbers discovering the meaning of greater than and fewer than. We have also 

been learning about patterns and the children have been creating their own patterns. 

We have had some very exciting nature days this half term. We have learnt about the life 

cycle of a butterfly and the children have been able to watch our caterpillars 

build chrysalis' and then emerge as butterflies! We have been learning about 

seeds and each child had a go at growing a runner bean seed. We have now 

planted these in the garden and are looking forward to watching them grow 

even bigger! We have also been learning about tadpoles and the children have 

been lucky enough to observe some tadpoles brought in for us. They have 

enjoyed watching the changes and seeing the tadpoles grow legs! 

Lastly the children all took part in sports day and we were very proud to see them all take on 

each event with an audience watching!  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Reception have had yet another busy half term! We have been finding out all about plants. We 

have been investigating how plants grow and what they need to grow. The children have been 

on several Spring walks around the school, hunting for different types of plants. We have 

explored different parts of a plant and have been growing our own plants in our vegetable 

patch. We are hoping the sunflowers are beginning to grow at home too!  

The children have taken a keen interest in retelling stories this half term. Some of the children 

have created their own puppet shows, whilst others have used story props to re-tell well known 

traditional tales.  

Lots of the children have learnt to ride a bike this half term! The children have been learning 

how to balance, start and stop independently. They have enjoyed cycling over different 

terrains and weaving in and out of cones.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed their Sports Day last week and we were so impressed with 

how well the children took part in front of such a large audience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



As always, it’s been a busy half term across both year groups. Both 

Year 1 and 2 have been on really fantastic trips to Benacre Estate 

where they experienced lots of outdoor activities such as pond 

dipping. Children really enjoyed den building and being able to climb 

the fallen trees. Year 2 were less lucky with the weather but it did 

not dampen their fun. A very big ‘thank you’ to The Benacre Estate 

who not only invite schools for free, they also finance the coaches 

which are a significant cost. 

The weather was very kind to us for KS1 Sports Day. The children 

were impressive with their efforts, with everyone giving it their all, demonstrating a variety 

of skills that they have been developing. The support and encouragement from the spectators 

very much added to the positive and fun atmosphere. 

The rest of the term has been full of learning across our varied 

curriculum. Year 2 have focussed on their History topic. They have 

explored using family trees to structure timelines. They developed this 

to find out about what it was like when Grandparents were little. They 

looked at toys, hobbies and communication and how they have changed.  

Part of their learning involved interviewing a visiting ‘grandad’. 

Year One have been equally busy with their topic of Superheroes. They have designed and 

written fact files about their own hero and then develop this into writing fantastic and 

creative stories about them. We have read ‘Superworm’ and ‘The Egg Box Dragon’ and then 

made our own dragons. As well as looking at imaginary heroes the children have learnt about 

real life heroes and found out about Florence Nightingale and why she is a significant figure 

from the past who has improved our lives. 

This half term it 

has been Year 

One’s turn to 

take part in Food 

Technology. They 

have learnt about 

where different food comes from, tasting a variety of fruits as 

well as making yummy fruit kebabs and tasty smoothies.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Year 3 and 4 have been getting to grips with World War 2 this 

half term. All of Year 3’s learning was underpinned by finding out 

about what it was like to be an evacuee in the Second World War 

from Lowestoft. The children used atlases and maps to learn 

about why Lowestoft’s children were evacuated and where they 

were evacuated to, as well as what the experience was like. They 

found it fascinating looking at the map showing every bomb 

dropped around the town, gaining an appreciation for how heavily 

bombed the town actually was. Then pupils wrote in role 

imagining they were a Lowestoft evacuee and wrote diary entries and letters. They also wrote 

explanations, explaining the air raid safety protocols.  

Year 3 then took their learning to ‘Time and Tide’ museum in Great Yarmouth and learnt more 

about life during World War Two. They loved learning about the work of the Home Guard, how 

to ‘Make Do and Mend’, rationing and learnt what it was like to be an ARP warden. Pupils looked 

at actual artefacts from the war and worked with staff who acted in role.  

Year 4 have revisited World War 2. As mentioned, in the previous year they focused on the 

home front and evacuees. Now in Year 4, they have turned their attention towards the timeline 

of the war. The children selected key events through the war and used these as a springboard 

for their learning. They focused on Dunkirk, The Battle of Britain as well as The Dam Buster 

Raid. Using these events, the children not only learnt about them and their significance, but 

they produced recounts and stories inspired by the affairs, 

then turned their writing into play scripts.  

To continue their WW2 learning, the children will be visiting 

Flixton Air Museum, home of the 446 Bomber Group. They will 

be able to see many aspects of their learning in real life, adding 

to their learning experience.  

To assist Year 4’s Science 

topic, Living Things and Their Habitats, the children made a 

visit to Carlton Marshes. Here the children looked for, then 

identified invertebrates in meadows as well as aquatic 

habitats, using keys to determine the species they found. 

They also were able to look at how animals adapt to their 

surroundings and how different species all fit together in various ecosystems.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have become ‘Conservation Crusaders’ this half term with our Geography unit all 

about ‘Rainforests.’ We all began by looking at maps and atlases to locate rainforests around 

the world. Year 6 studied different biomes and understood how the proximity of the equator 

can influence the climate for rainforests. Next, they focused on the Amazon Rainforest, 

linking work in Science on animal adaptations. They also studied the different layers of the 

Amazon, understanding the climate, plant and animal species found in the different layers. The 

pupils completed their studies by learning about deforestation and the ways in which we can 

protect the Amazon for the survival of plants, animals and tribes.  

Year 5 focused on the features and geography of rivers, naming parts such as source, 

meanders, oxbow lakes and estuary. The children have also been considering the impact of 

erosion and deposition in creating shape. They have used atlases to locate famous world 

rivers. This learning was then applied to create amazing non-chronological reports ‘All About 

Rivers’. Finally, they have been researching the positive and negative impact of human 

developments, such as dams.  The children have been considering themselves as global citizens, 

focusing on conservation and guardians of the future world. 

Pupils have linked their understanding of rainforests work to art this 

half term. We have looked at the work of John Dyer, an artist who 

travelled to the Amazon rainforest to live and paint with the 

Yawanawá tribe in June 2019. It was amazing to discover that John 

Dyer filmed video diary footage which was available to schools whilst 

he was based in the 

Amazon Rainforest. We 

could see how natural 

resources from trees and 

plants were used as part of the project. This became 

a focus for our own John Dyer work. 

Finally, in what has been a busy half term, we want 

to say ‘well done’ to our Year 6 pupils for showing they could reflect on their learning and never 

give up during our recent assessment week. The children have worked incredibly hard and 

should be proud of their focus and calm approach throughout. We had a lovely time after the 

assessments, with ice-cream treats and a set of fun ‘Stormbreaker’ themed spy tasks including 

code breaking, Forest School survival sessions, an assault course with team building activities 

and detective based art work. A great time was had by pupils and staff!  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Year 6 Quicksticks 
A massive ‘well done’ to all the children who took 

part in our local Quiksticks event held at East Point 

Academy. The focus was on team work and the 

passing aspect of the game. Our children took part 

in two challenges before playing fixtures against 

other schools. ‘Well done’ to everyone involved. 

Year 1/2 FA Football Stars 

A huge ‘well done’ to all the children who took part 

in our local football festival which involved loads of 

fun football games. This event was aimed at girls 

only to promote them into physical activity and as 

a way to get involved in football. 

Year 5 Rounders  

Another ‘well done’ to all of our children in year 5 who took part 

in a rounders tournament held at Denes Oval. The team were 

unbeaten across the afternoon, which meant we finished as 

champions. 14 schools took part and to finish first was a great 

achievement. 

Sports Days 

A final massive ‘thank you’ to all the parents and carers that have attended our sports days 

this year. Again it’s been a massive success thanks to our wonderful staff and parents who 

helped to make it a memorable event for the children. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



School Council are delighted to remind everyone that the 'Woods 

Loke Joke Book' can now be ordered through your Arbor account, 

costing only £1! School Council have worked exceptionally hard to 

compile the jokes and put them together to make a book. It is a 

great way to celebrate everyone at Woods Loke school with entries 

from children from Early Years right up to Year 6. Please help 

support School Council by ordering your very own copy. 
As we approach the last half term, School Council have their 

afternoon tea with the Governors to look forward to. This is a 

lovely time where we share our achievements throughout the year 

and recognise how we have represented our classes and the school.  

Finally, School Council would like to remind all our families about 'Fruit Friday' and would 

encourage all pupils to bring in fruit for their playtime snack on that day. Thank you for your 

support (Mrs. Barratt)  

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


