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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - MAY 2025

Well, this has certainly been a very short half term but as usual, we seem to have packed
an awful lot into it. As well as some exciting school trips, sporting events and sports days,
which you can read about in these pages, our Year 6 children have taken their SATs, we
have appointed a new Deputy Head and taken ownership of our brand new school minibus.

Firstly, a big ‘'well done’ o all of our Year 6 pupils who coped admirably with the pressures
of SATs. They were all calm, composed and focussed during the tests and I have no doubt
that they have all done themselves proud. An equally big ‘thank you' must also go to all the
staff throughout the school who have worked so hard to prepare the children and give them
every opportunity to achieve their best.

Secondly, I'm delighted to inform you that, after a rigorous two-day process, we have
successfully appointed a new Deputy Headteacher. We had a huge number of applicants for
the post and we're very pleased to have appointed Miss Sarah McGowan. She will join us
officially in September and I'm sure you'll join me in welcoming her to the Woods Loke
community.

Finally, a very big 'thank you' to our parents and our local community who have been so
generous in their support for our fundraising efforts this year. As you know, we have been
attempting to raise funds for a minibus and, as you can see in the photographs below, we
are now the proud owners of our very own school minibus. This will open up a whole new
range of opportunities for our children, as well as saving us a great deal of money on
expensive coaches!

In the meantime, I hope you all have a peaceful and restful half term break, and we look
forward fo seeing you return refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE on
into the final half term of this academic year.

Our marvellous minibus




We have been very busy in the Maple nursery learning all
about minibeasts. We started the term, learning about §
ladybirds and making our very own ladybird biscuits. We &
practiced our counting skills when identifying how many spots
the ladybird had. We moved on to snails and slugs and
thoroughly enjoyed the story ‘Norman the Slug with the Silly 722
Shell'. It inspired us fo make some shails using our craft ©
resources. Our focus the last two weeks of term has beenall [ :
) // | about 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We have been observmg our

|

i

| Maple caterpillars closely, watching them grow into big fat
' caterpillars. We are waiting patiently for them fo furn into
butterflies so we can release them into our garden. Following the
children's interests of the story it sparked a conversation about

' the different fruits the caterpillar ate, and we decided to make
@ some fruit smoothies. Bt .

Willow nursery have had another busy half term! We have continued
with our phonics sessions, learning a new sound each week. The
children are now able to recognise initial sounds in words and some
are even segmenting and blending when reading simple phonics books!
In drawing club we have looked at ‘The Giant Jam Sandwich’, 'Dear
Zoo', 'Jack and the Beanstalk' and 'Captain Pugwash'. The children g
par“rucular‘ly enjoyed drawing something to help get rid of the
zombies which had arrived on Captain Pugwash's island!

" With the weather warming up, we have been enjoying lots of time down in
forest school. During our nature days we have been learning about beans
| and each child planted their own bean seed. We have also learnt about
| dandelions, and we enjoyed a walk around the local community finding lots
of dandelions. The children brought these back to forest school and made
flower crowns with them. We also turned some of the dandelions into paint.

The chlldr'en have also shown a great interest in picnics this half term. They created picnic
invitations and wrote down their favourite foods to have at a picnic. Some children also wrote
shopping lists. Mrs Stride bought the items from the shops and the children then enjoyed
preparing sandwiches and cutting up fruit before having a picnic in the nursery garden.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School o be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

sunflowers from junk modelling as well!

The sunny weather has attracted lots
of the children to play outside more. Many children have been
exploring the water and sand areas, and many have been building
dens in our den area. Lots of the children have learnt to ride a bike
this half term! The children have been learning how to balance,
start and stop independently. They have enjoyed cycling over
different terrains and weaving in and out of cones. It has been
amazing to watch the children master this skilll
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Even though it has been a short half term, it has still been an
extremely busy half term in Reception. We have been finding out
all about plants. We have been investigating how plants grow and
what they need to grow. The children have been on several spring
walks around the school; hunting for different types of plants. We
have explored different parts of a plant and have been growing our
own plants in our vegetable patch. We are hoping the sunflowers
are beginning to grow at home too! Some of the children have made

| i ! The children thoroughly enjoyed their Sports Day this week and we

were so impressed with how well the children took part in front of

# such a large audience. The children took part in running races,

throwing events and the traditional egg and spoon race! Although, I
think the children's favourite race was the parents’ race! Well done
to all of those who took part and thank you for your continued

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




Years 1 and z

What a busy half term we have had in Years 1 and 2! In Year 1, we have
been focussing on heroes. The children learnt the story 'St. George and
the Dragon' and they used fantastic adjectives to describe the dragon
and when retelling the story. We then moved on to Florence Nightingale,
we learnt lots of facts about her and we role-played different stages |
of Florence's life. We had a wonderful trip to the Bridewell Museum
where we took part in a Florence Nightingale workshop. We had the [
opportunity to meet Florence, who told us all about her work during the
Crimean War, we looked at artefacts that she would take with her on
her travels and we made our own lamps. Our focus book this half term was 'Superworm'’ by Julia
Donaldson, we wrote about Superworm'’s superpowers using the suffixes -er and -est and we
created our very own rhyming poems about him. Science has been exciting as we have been
learning about plants. We have planted mustard, sunflower and radish seeds and we have kept
a diary to show how they have grown. We have explored the different parts of a plant, including
the roots, stem, leaves, petals and flowers. We went on a walk around the school grounds to
" look for wild plants, garden plants and trees too!

. In Year 2, we have taken a trip back in time to learn what life was like for
our Grandparents when they were children. We started our topic with the
chance to interview our Grandparents about their childhood, learning about
their houses, toys, hobbies, toys and games. It was really interesting to
learn about the fact that there were hardly any phones or televisions and
children played outside after school and at the weekend, when they weren't
helpmg with chores! This was also the message we had with our very own Grandpa who came to
school to talk to us. He told us that all the children in his street went to the one house with a
tv to watch their favourite programme in black and whitel

A highlight for all the Year 1 and 2 children (and staff!) this half term,
was our wonderful visit to Benacre Estate. We all had great visits to
meet Jonathan the Farmer, who told us all about the crops which are
grown on the estate. We then had lots of Science based activities
such as pond dipping, bug hunting and Hapa Zoming. It was great to be
in the outdoors, exploring the woodland and pond areas using charts
to help to classify different plants and animals. We also had a lovely |
woodland walk which ended with lots of den building and tree climbing! & o
A great visit was had by all and ‘thank you' to Benacre Estate for hosting and funding our ‘rr‘tp'

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

Despite being a very short half term, both year groups have achieved a huge amount. Our
topics have really caught the interest of the children, which has inspired and motivated them
in their learning. As well as great learning, there have been many additional activities and
enrichment opportunities this term with trips, workshops and specialist teachers. Not
forgetting sports days, which are always a highlight!

The Year 3 topic has been World War 2, which has been relevant to the national VE Day
anniversary celebrations. The children have found out about the effects of the war from the
aspect of a child evacuee. There has been some fantastic application of diary writing skills in
this role. In addition, some exciting moments of evacuating to the ‘in-class’ air raid shelter
when the siren has gone of fl A trip to the Time and Tide museum brought the topic to life.

Alongside this drama, maths has continued, embedding and revising methods and skills. Year
3 have also had the benefit of sessions with the specialist music teacher this term, which the
children have very much enjoyed. They have learnt to play chords on the ukulele. In addition,
they have been learning cannon songs, with ‘fruit cannon’ being a particular favourite!

Year 4 have definitely embraced our 'Save Our Planet’ topic where the children have
considered the aspects of energy production, the effects of palm oil and plastic pollution. We
have looked at writing balanced argument, learnt debating skills, conducted debates in teams
and written persuasive letters to Mr Crawley. Suffolk Council Waste Management team visited
for a workshop and were very impressed with the children's knowledge and understanding.
Children have been working extremely hard at consolidating ‘rhelr' times tables knowledge in
preparation for the national skills check in June. :
The progress has been impressive. Keep
practising!

Science this half term has linked to topic as we
have been investigating animals and their
habitats, recoghising how changes in

environments can pose a danger. Children have i
also grouped living things by characteristics
developing the complex skill of using
Dichotomous Keys. A very hands-on trip to
Carlton Marshes gave a great opportunity for &
fieldwork linked to this, and a lot of fun was had &
by all.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

Year 5 have started the summer term looking at mountain and river formation. The children
used atlases to locate famous rivers and mountains, in the UK and around the world. Building
on this learning, the children then learnt how to use 4-figure grid references on OS maps,
using the map features to find out more about rivers and mountains in the UK. From their
knowledge of using atlases and OS maps, they then wrote instructions detailing how to use

these geographical tools effectively. « HE WM ,fugggﬁ “F‘,T
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At the end of the half term the children used their [
knowledge of rivers and linked this to their science
topic, 'Living Things and their Habitats'. They looked at
the plants and animals that live in or by rivers in the
UK, focusing on their life cycles and interrelationships.

Year 5 has been lucky enough to work with our specialist teacher. They created a dramatic
dance to 'Clue’, 'Tron Legacy’, and performed to their twinned class

Finally 5CP had saw the return of swimming fo Year 5. They have worked alongside St Felix
and their swimming teachers and have been having a great time. The second half of the summer
term will see the turn of BIW.

Year 6 have had their final push towards their end of Key Stage 2 SATS. They were all
amazing, taking them in their stride. The children were tested on spelling, punctuation and
grammar; reading comprehension; arithmetic; as well as two papers on mathematical reasoning.
After their valiant efforts through the week, they were able to take their weight of f with a
viewing of the film version of their focus book, ‘Stormbreaker’, complete with ice-creams,
covered in lashings of sauce. In addition, at the end of SATS we were unable to select a
Learner of the Week for Year 6 as they were all outstanding. As a result, the whole of Year 6
were given the award!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

Matball Champions! Huge congratulations to Year 3,
who were crowned champions of our recent Matball
Tournament held at Benjamin Britten High School.
The team showed brilliant teamwork, energy, and
sportsmanship throughout—well done to all involved!

Year 5 Swimming Success! Our Year 5 pupils have
now completed their swimming block at Saint Felix, :
and it's been a real success. The progress made in both confidence and fechnique has been
fantastic o see. A big ‘thank you' fo the tfeam at Saint Felix for their support and expertise.

Sports Day Celebration! Another year, another
incredible Sports Day! It was fantastic to see such
strong support from parents and families, and even
better to see the range of talent and effort on display
from the children. It's always a special moment when the ﬂﬂ”
school communl“ry comes ‘roge‘rher‘—and this year didn't 4

e disappoint. K

® Upcoming Events - Summer Term: We're excited o be
# heading into a packed second half of term, including:

> . Year 6 Cricket fixtures - a great chance for our

oldest pupils to showcase their striking and fielding

g g skills

. Our' SEND Panafhlon event, offering inclusive competition and fun for pupils of all
abilities

« A Disc Golf trip to Coledcott, using our new minibus to give pupils a chance to try
something new and active outdoors

Minibus Now in Actionl We're thrilled to now have access to our very own school minibus,
which will open up even more extra-curricular opportunities. Whether it's fournaments,
enrichment trips, or new sports experiences—we can now go further, more often!

Thank you for your ongoing support and encouragement. We're proud of what our pupils
continue to achieve through sport, and we're excited for what's still fo come. (Mr Hunt)

OUR SCHOOL VISION

learn, Aspire, Achieve




From the School Council...

Celebrating ‘World Turtle Day’ with the selling of our very own Tiny the furtle keychains and
glow in the dark turtles, was a great way to support one of our chosen charities the World
Wildlife Fund. School Council are very pleased to announce that we made just under £180,
which is amazing. Thank you so much to everyone who came and supported us. Tiny the
turtle has visited most classes now, with the School Council delivering him to the class with
the highest attendance! B 40 A

the "Woods Loke's got talent’ competition which takes place with our
twin classes. All children are encouraged to take part and show off
their brilliant talent! The School Council will also be joining the
Governors for a very special afternoon tea where they discuss their
highlights of the year! (Mrs Barratt)

Over to You...

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM

|

: As part of our commitment fo inform and consult with parents, we very much value your

| opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel
| free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in
I person. After all, if we don't know about it, we can't help to make things better.

|

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




