WOODS LOKE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

%)) earn, Aspire, Achieve

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2023

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new academic year. As usual, school has been a hive
of activity over the past six weeks with all kinds of exciting things happening. We've already
had trips, visitors, sporting events, not to mention all the fantastic activities that happen
every day in our classrooms. This was one of the reasons that we have launched our '‘Open
Lesson' initiative this year - to give you a chance to see exactly what goes on in a ‘normal’
school lesson. Year 5 hosted the first week this half term and, not only was there a
tremendous furnout, the feedback we received was overwhelmingly positive. I know that
Year 2 are already looking forward to welcoming in their parents next half term.

One of the other things that we're working to develop this year is fo raise the profile of
all of our pupil groups. They now have clearly defined roles, official terms of reference and
a timetable of regular meetings and we're already seeing some great ideas coming from
them. We feel it is incredibly important that our pupils have the opportunity to have a real
input into their school - children do tend fo have the best ideas after alll

T hope you all have a lovely half term break and we look forward to welcoming you all back,
ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE all the way to Christmas!

Our new pupil groups

Eco Council Sports Council Digital Leaders Librarians




Nursery

We have had a fantastic first half term and we have been amazed with how quickly the children
have settled into Maple and Willow Nursery. All of the children are becoming familiar with
school routines and getting to know their environments; both inside and outside.

Our Maple Nursery is where our
youngest children have begun their
journey at Woods Loke. It is amazing
to see the children, the majority of
whom are only two years old, building
on their positive relationships with
new adults and peers. The children
have shown a keen interest in msec‘rs
so have
, 1 been going
on IoTs of bug hunts and using
magnifying glasses to get up close and
personal with them! They have also
been busy growing seeds and they can't
wait to see how their plants grow.

Willow Nursery children have also settled in well and have been
busy getting to know each other and the staff. The children have
been very interested in cooking, firstly making cakes and biscuits
from play dough and mud, before making them using real
ingredients. They have made biscuits,
cakes, pancakes and even crumblel!

The children have also taken a keen
interest in the outside environment. They have
been enjoying exploring our garden and have found
a variety of minibeasts and creatures. They have
been finding out fascinating facts about them,
making homes for them and making models of
them out of junk. The children have also been busy |
dressing up as characters and creating props to use with them. They've =
created princesses, castles, witches on broomsticks and superheroes.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School o be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

In Reception, the children have been working hard on learning §
lots of new sounds. They have been learning songs and actions
and have been using them to write lots of words, and even
sentences! In our other learning, lots of the children are
interested in the emergency services so they had a visit from a REE==
police officer, the coast guard, a dentist and the fire service. !
They got to ask lots of questions, try on their equipment and ®
even go‘r ‘ro use the water hose! Thr‘ough our 'In the Moment Planning’, the

A o BB children have also shown
interest in campfires,
restaurants, animals and
baking cakes.

We are super proud of all of
the children's learning this SR CSEAN
half term and we are excited to see where else
the children's interests take us next.

From the Eco Council

The eco council have been recognised for all the hard work they have put in over the last year
and have succeeded in achieving a '‘Green Flag' and 'Eco-School Status’! On reviewing our
application, the Eco Schools program were very impressed with our environmental review which
was conducted by the children and “full of interesting ideas and comments” which fed into our
action plan which “contained clear goals and ambitions.” They also liked how environmental
issues were built into our curriculum and how our eco council communlcm‘ed ‘ro the rest of the
school through assemblies and class feedback. : :

reducing waste and energy. We would like to build
on this by participating in the ‘Cut Your Carbon'

campaign. Look out AR
WYOUR for more information &8
about this after half [Ek:
CA R B ON term. (Mrs Robinson)

WITH ECO-SCHOOLS

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




Years 1 and 2

The children have settled in beautifully to Year 1 this half term. &
In Engish have been learning about traditional fairy tales. We have

become storytellers and retold the stories 'The Little Red Hen'
and 'The Enormous Turnip'. The children have been focussing on
adjectives and they wrote some fantastic adjectives to describe

the three little pigs and the big bad wolf. We also enjoyed baking # :
our own bread and plzza sequencmg instructions to help us.

We have been learning about our senses and the body parts
related to them and the children had fun identifying which
'smelly’ item was in the smelly pots and touching objects in the
feely bags. The children have also enjoyed explor'mg the
properties of different materials to ;.
' enable them to design and build a
wolf proof’ house. They ver'y much enjoyed choosing materials
which were 'puff proof’ and waterproof!

We also went on an Autumn walk o observe seasonal changes and
dlscussed The dlffer'ence between deciduous and evergreen trees.

Year Two have settled well into their respective classes. Our learning
this half of term has been focussed around owls and we were lucky
o have a visit from Fritton Owl Sanctuary where we were infroduced
to a beautiful barn owl called Treacle. Thls linked to our focus s‘ror'y
‘The Owl who was Afraid of the "SR . '
Dark’ which we have enjoyed | %
reading. In English we have §
| learned about the different |
features of non-fiction books and |=
this has helped us fto
create our very own.

Similarly, we have created
fictional stories about the adventure an owl might have.

In Science we dissected owl pellets which was a favourite, but
smelly, lesson where we investigated the question ‘what do
owls eat?’

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

We have had a wonderful half term and great start to the new &_
academic year. This half of the term Year 3 have had a focus on
the Ancient Egyptians and Year 4 have studied volcanoes, looking
at how Mount Vesuvius destroyed the Roman city of Pompeii.

Both Year 3's Ancient Egypt and Year 4's Ancient Roman day were
great successes. Year 3 had the opportunity to learn about _
Ancient Egyptian society and the gruesome process of mummification. Both chlldr'en and adults
alike enJoyed ’rhe opportunity to learn, while in period dress, playing traditional games and
: seeing real artefacts. The highlight for many of the children was the re-
enactment of the death of a pharaoh, followed by his mummification.

?  Year 4's Roman day saw the children learning about ancient Roman society
) », and their occupation of Britain. Just like Year 3's day, the children
) donned their best Roman attire, played Roman games and looked at real

Roman artefacts like weapons and armour, not to mention the authentic

% Roman bottom wiper. In the afternoon the children re-enacted a day in

~ the Colosseum seeing the Emperor reign over proceedings.

Years 3 and 4 have both looked at non-chronological reports as one of their text types. Year
3 wrote reports all about Ancient Egyptian gods and Tutankhamun. Year 4 started on reports
about volcanoes before moving onto Roman society and Pompeii.

Staying with the focus around the topic of Pompeii, Year 4 children wrote three letters. The
first convincing their friend from Rome to come and visit them in their fine city of Pompeii.
The second, to the same friend warning them of Vesuvius's eruption, using lots of wonderful
descriptive language; their |
final letter was to say they LIS
were now safe, describing
their escape from the chaos
of Pompeii.

Year 3's second text type was
instructions. The first was
instructions on how to make a
mummy and the second was
how to 'get ready’ like Cleopatra; seeing Miss Parnell demonstrate this was a highlight for many!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

In Years 5 and 6 this half term, we have been learning about The Vikings! The children began
the topic with a mystery four looking at several Viking artefacts. The children were history
detectives and had to explore what the artefacts might have been used for and what the
objects tell us about life during the Vikings period.

We also began our topic by using a range of sources to learn about what life was like for the
Anglo-Saxons before the Vikings arrived. Pupils learned about foods which were grown and how
important farming was to their survival. The use of farm land provided the pupils with a link to
understand why the Vikings first invaded in 793, to gain control of land in our country when
the land in Scandinavia was so scarce. The pupils £ @ = o I =
learnt how the seven dominant kingdoms were

reduced to three main kingdoms with the arrival of &

the 'Danelaw’ kingdom which affected our county §
as well as many others along the East coast. e

Next, the pupils learnt about King Alfred and why he was named 'Alfred the Great." The
children discussed the impact of his reign on the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings including the fact
he strengthened his army and was a great believer in fortifying villages and cities with walls.
He also encouraged many people to learn as he believed knowledge could be powerful.

To complete our topic, the Year 5 and 6 pupils visited the Time
and Tide Museum in Great Yarmouth. The children took part
in four different workshops including packing and travelling on
a longboat, taking part in Anglo-Saxon and Viking burials,
bracelet making and they even took part in a Viking battle with
shields and axes! The children absolutely loved the trip, these
are some of the comments from our Year 5 and 6 pupils;

'We had to avoid arrows using our shields to protect us! It was gruesome and awesome! We
even got to throw a pretend axe!’

Tt was a great way to use what we had learnt in our topic and to learn even more, I loved the
part where we had to row in a Viking Longboat!

‘Our trip was really interesting, I loved the part where we got to see the actual weapons and
hear about what life was like. I never knew that so many places near us are named after the
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.'

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

0 T

‘ Football Tournament: A massive ‘'well done' to
- all the children who took part in the Football
Tournament held at Barnard's Meadow this
term. Our boys' feam won 2, lost 1 and drew 1
game. Our girls' team showed some great
character and pulled together, despite very few
of the Team playmg football outside of school
with [ [T - ‘
a record of 4 wins and 1 loss. Amazing results all N B
round and fantastic role models for the school. i

Year 4 Basketball Festival: We took 12 children to &
represent our school in a Basketball Festival held at o |
East Point Academy. This event was made up of lots fg
of different types of Basketball games for the
children to enhance their skills even further in a
non-competitive environment.

Year 6 Girls Gymnastic Fesﬂval We Took all of our year‘ 6 glr'ls to Waveney Gymnas‘rlcs for'

| | The girls took part ina 555
& variety of activities
including Vault, Beams, ™
Bars, Floor and
Trampoline skills. All
the girls were a credit
to the school showing
great behaviour and skills throughout the morning.

Active lunchtimes: Lunch times this year have been improved further with a wider offer
providing children with lots more opportunities to be active. So far this term we've had,
Football in the MUGA. Hockey & 4 square on the playground and skipping on the AstroTurf.

Next Term's Tournaments: Next term we have four more exciting sports events to look
forward to: Matball, Cross County, Gymnastic Festival, 'Everyone Active' event - find out how
we get on in the next newsletter! (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt)

OUR SCHOOL VISION

learn, Aspire, Achieve




From the School Council...

The Governors presented the new School Council
with their badges, after sharing lunch together. .

The new School Council for this academic year 4
are Ethan Howes and Evie Williams from Year 6.
Jonah Willis and Sophia King from Year 5. Ava &
Smith and Ella Heath from Year 4. April Boakes |
and Mia Gallagher from Year 3. Willow Neeve and :
Mia Skitteral from Year 2. They have already made a brilliant start to the year‘ by or‘gamsmg
a very successful 'bric 'a’ brac’ sale where we raised an amazing £150!

The School Council have decided, with ideas from children in their classes, to support the
following charities throughout the year; The local charity we are supporting is Pathways Care
Farm, the national charity is Cancer Research and the international charity is Team Trees.
And, of course, some of the proceeds will also go to our school.

School Council would like to ask for your help with supporting the Fruit Friday initiative.
Children are asked on a Friday fo eat only fruit at playtime. If your child needs a morning
snack, please can you send in fruit on a Friday if possible rather than crisps or chocolate.

The School Council are a dedicated group of children that meet every Monday after school.
They are the voice of the many children who attend Woods Loke. I'm sure they will have a
great deal more fo offer the school throughout the year and we as a school are looking forward
to seeing what they achieve. (Mrs. Barratt)

Over to You...

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM

As part of our commitment o inform and consult with parents, we very much value your
opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel
free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in
person. After all, if we don't know about it, we can't help to make things better.

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




