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The first half term of this academic year has been a particularly long one, but even so, it's
amazing just how much has been packed into the past seven and a half weeks. Hopefully,
the following pages will give you a flavour of just some of the exciting learning opportunities
that our children have enjoyed.

The first newsletter of an academic year is always a good an opportunity to showcase our
new pupil group representatives, and this year is no exception. Our Head and Deputy Head
students, Woods Loke Leaders, and the class reps from all our committees are highlighted
below - T know that they will all do a fantastic job throughout the year. However, while
you're no doubt aware of all of our different pupil groups, what you may not know is that
every single one of our children has the opportunity to express their thoughts, opinions and
ideas through our 'pupil voice' initiative. Put simply, any pupil can put forward a suggestion
to their school council rep; these ideas are then discussed and brought forward fo the
Junior Leadership Team (JLT) which is made up of the Chairs of all our pupil groups. The
JLT meet with Mr Sparks and myself every half term and it gives us a chance to hear
directly from the pupils their ideas, opinions and suggestions. It gives every child a genuine
input into their school and, in fact, several of our recent initiatives have come directly from
children's ideas. It's just another small part of what makes our school such a brilliant place
in which o LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE every single day. Have a great half term.

‘Pupil voice’ at Woods Loke
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It has been a very busy half term in Maple Nursery. We

are so proud of how well the youngest children of Woods

Loke have settled and how they are already embracing
. their new journeys.

We have enjoyed learning a lot
about our senses. We made
fruit tea outside and explored ‘
different spices whilst we painted. The children have engaged in
activities about light and dark whilst looking at different light
sources. The last fwo weeks we have been exploring Halloween through
sharing books, making potions and creating spooky masterpieces.

Willow nursery have had an amazing first half term. We are so proud of how well the children
have settled in and become familiar with the environment and routines of nursery. We have
spent lots of fime getting to know each other and have been playing games in our key groups
to learn more about each other. We loved looking through all of The chuldr‘en S AII AbouT Me
boxes. § N :

We have begun our nature days and have already covered x g
many themes including, apples, mushrooms, sticks, berries
and pumpkins. The children enjoyed collecting apples from
the forest school and using these to bake an apple crumble.
They loved finding sticks and using them for different
purposes mcludmg a fushmg rod and a broom stick!

We were also very surprised to fmd our Nursery desfroyed
one Monday morning and footprints on the floor. The children
loved investigating whose footprints these could be, and we
&, eventually discovered it was a T-Rex! The children made
biscuits for the dinosaur and also created posters fto warn
the rest of the school. Later that day we also discovered an
egg in the rose garden, which we took in and helped fo hatch.
The children absolutely loved this and created toys for the
dinosaurs, salt dough decorations and skeleton dinosaurs. We

e : : also found that the cameras had caught the dinosaur
returning o Nursery during the week, luckily not destroying anything this time!

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is
the common goal that we'll all be working fowards in the coming months and years...




Reception

We have had a fantastic first half term and we have been amazed with how quickly the children
have settled into our Reception classes. All of the children are becoming familiar with school
routines and getting to know their environments; both inside and outside.

In Reception, the children have been working hard on learning lots of new sounds. They have
been learning songs and actions and have been using them to write lots of words and even
sentences! In Maths we have been practising counting, subitising and finding different ways
to make 5. We have also been exploring patterns and the children have been creating ‘rhelr'
own repeating patterns with lots of loose parts. 1A,

In our other learning, lots of the children are
interested in the emergency services so we had a
visit from a police officer, the coast guard, a
dentist and the fire service. They got to ask lots
of questions, try on their equipment and even got |
to use the water hose! Using this as a stimulus,
the children have been creating their own B ,
emergency vehicles in our consfr'uchon area and ‘

€ B role-playing all the different people who help us. The
children's interests have also led us to explore
skeletons and body parts, creating zoos and animal
. parks and drinking hot chocolate!

@il We are super proud of all of the children's learning
=== this half term and we are excited o see where else
the children's interests take us.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be...




Years 1and2

It has been a really calm and settled start to the year in Years 1
and 2. The children have demonstrated an excellent ‘ready to learn’
attitude in their new classes and have been so keen to talk about
' and share their new knowledge of our topics so far.

In Year 1, we have been learning about traditional fairy tales. We
started with 'The Little Red Hen', the children created story maps,
retold the story as storytellers, baked bread and wrote instructions
of how to make it. We then read ‘The Enormous Turnip’, which the

' , children loved acting out through drama and song. We have also
designed and built a wolf-proof house for the three little i

pigs.

The art focus in Year 1 this half term was 'Self-portrait’
by Vincent Van Gogh, the children created some amazing
self-portraits using transient art and through drawing. We & “
have been learning about our bodies in Science, the
children have enjoyed exploring different objects, smells
and food using their five senses. We also investigated what
objects are made from, different materials and their properties. The children were challenged
to explore the best waterproof material for the teddy so it would not get wet in the rain.

Meanwhile in Year 2, we have been having a 'hoot’ as we have been
learning all about owls! Using our stimulus text ‘The Owl Who was
Afraid of the Dark, the children have got to know the character of
Plop and have written their own sequel to the story, whereby Plop
.. becomes afraid of something new.
Alongside our study of the story, the children have been learning |
about owl habitats and food chains as part of their Science unit. To
enhance our learning, we had a visit from Sally and Sarah from The
Suffolk Bird Group. They brought many photos of owls, played the
different noises by different owl species and told us many amazing e
owl facts. They also brought some owl pellets and we got to dissect
the pellets to see what bones we could find! We absolutely loved
our visit and pellet lesson! To complete our owl topic, we are off to
Minsmere Nature Reserve to see bird habitats for ourselves.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a
dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity...




Years 3 and 4

As the first half term of the year comes to a close, it is great to reflect on how well everyone
has settled into their new classes and routines.

Already there has been many exciting things happening and the children have been showing
good focus and enthusiasm for their learning. Both years have experienced enrichment days
linked to their topics with 'Portals from the Past’ visiting us in school for Roman and Egypt
days. The children and staff all enjoyed dressing in role which definitely added to the
interactive fun ways of learning. So many intriguing facts!

Year 3 have been enjoying their focus book, ‘The Wizard of Oz, as well as making different
types of rocks from chocolate as part of their science learning. All the children have joined in
with dance lessons as this half term has been their sessions with the ever-energetic specialist
dance teacher. The way they have learnt and remembered the routines are so impressive.

There have been two sporting events with feams representing us admirably at fournaments.
= ’ ! r.

In Year 4 there has been an equal amount of enthusiasm
for Food Technology this half term; some delicious and
varied sandwiches being made. Tasting these was a
definite bonus and it was good to see children trying new
things. Already Year 4 are producing some good extended
writing, culminating the half term and topic of Volcanoes
and Romans with creative stories based around the
eruption of Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii. Science .
investigations have also been a big part of the children’s learning within the unit about 'Sound'.
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OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage
and support all who learn here...




Years § and 6

Years 5 and 6 have had a great start to the new academic year. Year | __ P\
5 taking two perspectives on a space topic and Year 6 basing their
learning around their focus book, ‘Cosmic’, as well as mapping.

Both Year 5 classes have been learning about
space. To inspire them they had visits from

= David Gwynn, a real astronomer, who
4.+ explained everything from the distances
. between the planets, fo what is a black hole. The pupils really enjoyed

] these sessions. They started by learning about how our planet fits
™% into our wider solar system, looking at how all the planets orbit the
Sun. This then moved into looking at how our planet moves, using this
to explain why we have day and night and why we have seasons.

In 5CP the children then wrote wonderful non-chronological reports about the planets, then
explanation texts explaining what they had learnt about night and day. At the end of their
topic, pupils looked at how we have made all these discoveries, learning about famous
astronomers and especially Stephen Hawking, the author of our focus book this half term.

5JW took a slightly different take on the space theme. The children looked at the space race
as well as the different people who have travelled to space and their achievements. From
looking at the race for space exploration, the children then turned their focus towards debate
and persuasion. Exploring the ethical concept of spending vast amounts of money on space
exploration and travel, even when we are in a time where money is tight.
E"“w Year 6 started their learning looking at varied skills involved with
BN G/ : mapping. They kicked off by learning orienteering skills such as
4 orientating maps and navigating the school site. From here they
then moved onto how to read and understand ordinance survey
maps, studying six figure grid references and keys, as well as how
to read and understand topography. With their mappmg skills they
were also tfasked wn'rh creating ‘rhelr own | REREE

when they needed to take into consideration scale and grid location.

In addition to mapping, the children have also been basing their
English work around the book Cosmic, by Frank Cottrell Boyce. They
have looked into the characters’ actions as well as feelings and
emotions. For this they have created reflective diary entries as well
as newspaper articles about the events in the book.

OUR SCHOOL VISION

..A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our
community to promote a life-long love of learning...




Sports Report

A very big 'well done' to our Year 5/6
football teams for their fantastic
efforts in the North Suffolk
tournament! The boys finished in 5th
place, and the girls secured 4th place.
Great job to all the players for their
hard work and teamwork!

Another ‘well
done’, this
time to our
Year 3/4
students for participating in the Health Festivall They enjoyed a
variety of multi-skills and multi-games activities, promoting fitness
and fun for all. Great effort, everyone!

represented us br'llhan‘rly and compeTed
with great skill and sportsmanship.
‘Well done'’ to all involved!

Year 3 have been learning about
invasion games, focusing on both in and
out of possession. This has helped them
develop a strong understanding of
attacking and defending principles.
They put these new skills to the test by | P - :
competing in a Matball tournament held at BenJamm Brn“ren ngh School ‘Well done' to them

all!
Finally, a gentle reminder to all parents: Next m

term, every child will be doing gymnastics for

PE and must be in full PE kit to participate. Please ensure that no hoop or large earrings are
worn on PE days unless they can be removed during school hours, for safety reasons. Thank
you for your understanding! (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt)

OUR SCHOOL VISION

learn, Aspire, Achieve




From the School Council...

— i

A very warm welcome to “;‘ | ‘ S ‘i
our new School Council *N e BN . g
who were officially met § : 2 |
by the school Governors
and Mr. Crawley over a g
special lunchtime. The
children talked to the
Governors about their
expectations for the
year ahead and were also presented with their badges. The School Council are looking forward
to raising money for their chosen charities which are as follows:

e Local Charity: The Fisherman's Mission

e National Charity: Cancer Research

e International Charity: The World Wildlife Fund
e Woods Loke School: School Council funds

At our forthcoming Parents’ evenings there will be some more information about the charities
in the dining hall which the School Council will have prepared for you. The School Council will
also be providing a small selection of biscuits/buns alongside some donation pots for your
consideration please.

The School Council have also helped to organise individually designed Christmas cards that
children across the school have drawn. They will be ready to order after Half Term and be
available in time for Christmas! (Mrs. Barratt)

Over to You...

This authority is committed o safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and
vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Mrs Norman is responsible
for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Paisley and Mr Morgan are alternative DSLs).




